
 

TQUAL GRANTS — 
STRATEGIC TOURISM INVESTMENT GRANTS 
SUGGESTION FORM BACKGROUND 
 

A new feature of TQUAL Grants from 1 July 2011 is Strategic Tourism Investment Grants of up to  
$1 million (plus GST). These grants are available to fund nationally significant and innovative tourism 
projects aimed at promoting Indigenous tourism and/or economic development and/or tourism 
employment.   

The level of funding and targeted approach is intended to provide seed investment for nationally 
significant, innovative projects that would not have progressed without this program, with the aim of 
increasing Australia’s tourism offering. It is proposed to use these projects to pilot approaches that could 
be adopted in other locations. It is proposed to fund around 20 projects over the four years of the 
program.  

Suggestions for potential Strategic Tourism Investment Grants are publically invited from the tourism 
industry, community groups, individuals and all levels of government. 

Given the small number of projects to be funded, the targeted nature of these grants and the need for at 
least dollar-for-dollar matching funding, the Department will work with other government agencies, the 
industry and experts to develop suitable projects and seek potential matching funding before advertising 
for grant applications to deliver the projects.   

An Implementation Committee will provide advice on the development of the project scope, provide advice 
on the selection of the organisations that will deliver the projects and guide the management of the 
projects. This Committee will be expert based that may include community and industry representatives 
and will include a core membership common to all Strategic Tourism Investment Grants, with sub 
committees established for specific projects.  

An important part of each funded Strategic Tourism Investment Grants project will be establishing ongoing 
governance arrangements to ensure the project continues to be a success for many years after the end of 
the initial Strategic Tourism Investment Grants funding. 

Objectives of TQUAL Grants 

The Government has established TQUAL Grants to fund projects that: 

• Develop innovative and strategic tourism products and experiences through joint investment to 
enhance and support the sustainable economic growth of the host communities and regions; and 

• Develop the industry’s capacity to address the principles set out in the National Long-Term Tourism 
Strategy. 

How can I make a suggestion for a potential Strategic Tourism Investment Grants project? 

All suggestions should be made on the official Strategic Tourism Investment Grants — Suggestion Form.   
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Suggestions can be made at any time of the year to the addresses on the top of the form. All suggestions 
will be considered against the selection criteria and short-listed projects will be further developed by the 
Department. 

Assessment Criteria for suggestions for Strategic Tourism Investment Grants   

Suggestions for potential Strategic Tourism Investment Grants will be assessed against the potential to 
meet the following criteria:  

• Potential innovative approach that provides a quality tourism product or experience in the region, or 
to support the industry’s capacity to be innovative and productive or adopt world’s best practice; 

• Potential contribution to strategic priorities as outlined in the National Long-Term Tourism Strategy, 
and State/Territory or regional tourism or economic development plans (in particular for the 
project’s demonstrated alignment with tourism quality principles and demonstrated commitment to 
environmental sustainability);  

• Potential need for the project; 

• Potential for sharing project outcomes and learnings with the tourism industry and broader regional 
and community stakeholders.   

It is important to note that there is expected to be a large number of suggestions for Strategic Tourism 
Investment Grants, and that a suggestion meeting the assessment criteria does not guarantee that the 
suggestion will become a Strategic Tourism Investment Grants project, particularly as matching funds 
may take time to be negotiated. 

What types of projects are not eligible for funding? 

Strategic Tourism Investment Grants funding cannot be used to: 

• Construct, maintain or upgrade transport infrastructure such as roads, airports, railways, ferry 
terminals 

• Upgrade or develop meeting and/or local community facilities—including picnic or playground 
areas, local parks, barbeques, meeting facilities and regional and town entry features 

• Raise capital funds, provide fund investment, or fund/undertake venture capital activities 

• Upgrade or develop centres or facilities that are solely concerned with providing visitor information 
services  

Note: Any individual or organisation submitting a suggestion (a Proposer) must do so on the 
basis that it is understood that no process contract or other form of contract is created as a result 
of the decision to submit, or act of submitting, a suggestion.  In addition, a Proposer must make 
any submission on the basis that the intellectual property in the statement of any idea belongs to 
the Commonwealth of Australia as represented by the Department of Resources, Energy and 
Tourism, and on the basis that no legal or other action will be taken against the Commonwealth of 
Australia in relation to any decision taken to implement, or not to implement, any suggestion 
emanating from the Proposer.  

 


