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GUIDELINES 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The State Government’s science strategy seeks to develop the State’s research and 
development sector to support economic, social and environmental objectives as set 
out in South Australia’s Strategic Plan (SASP).  A key element of the strategy is to 
strengthen the State’s research capabilities. 

1.2 South Australia’s Strategic Plan is a blueprint for the State’s development and 
wellbeing, which guides government decisions on directions and investment.  The 
SASP is underpinned by a number of strategic documents addressing specific 
issues of concern.  Examples include South Australia’s Greenhouse Strategy; the 
30-Year Plan for Greater Adelaide; Water for Good water security plan; Skills for All; 
the Information Economy Agenda and other plans for employment growth, economic 
development and environmental sustainability.  Many complex issues are identified 
within these state strategies and greater research is needed to develop appropriate 
ways of tackling them.  

1.3 The Government has also comprehensively reviewed where the State stands now, 
and has made decisions about where its focus needs to be for the future. From this 
process the Government has identified seven primary areas of focus for the 
government's forward agenda. They respond to South Australia's key challenges 
and community issues and are focussed on the long term future of our state. The 
priorities are: 

1. Creating a vibrant city 

2. Safe communities and healthy neighbourhoods 

3. An affordable place to live for everyone 

4. Every chance for every child 

5. Growing advanced manufacturing 

6. Realising the benefits of the mining boom for all 

7. Premium food and wine from our clean environment 

These seven priorities will guide policy and decision making by Cabinet and across 
government and define the legislative agenda and budget processes. 

1.4 The intent of the South Australian Government’s Collaboration Pathway Program is 
to support both established and early stage South Australian based collaborations 
(between researchers, research organisations, Government, industry, end users and 
others) that undertake leading-edge and potentially transformational research and 
development (R&D) which directly aligns with, and addresses strategic priorities for 
the State. 
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2. OBJECTIVES 

2.1 The objectives of the Collaboration Pathway Program are to:  

a) Enable the development of innovative, high quality, collaborative research 
activities that address the most challenging and significant national and State 
research priorities; 

b) Facilitate the pooling of knowledge, expertise and resources;  

c) Enable larger scale or accelerated research programs of strategic importance 
to South Australia; 

d) Enable effective translation of research and creating opportunities for transfer 
of knowledge, technologies, products and services that facilitate industry 
and/or community benefits in priority areas; 

e) Foster and build critical mass and key research capabilities in South Australia 
by attracting and retaining world-class researchers and highly qualified 
personnel, as well as the most promising research students; 

f) Provide capacity for high-quality postgraduate and postdoctoral training 
environments; 

g) Improve competitiveness and gain recognition for South Australian research 
collaborations both nationally and internationally by improving South 
Australia’s research performance as evidenced by successful leveraging of 
Commonwealth, industry or other competitive research funding. 

 

3. FUNDING RULES 

3.1 Eligibility  
3.1.1 Funding Applications under the Collaboration Pathway Program will be 

accepted from South Australian based public or private research, 
educational, or other organisations (including universities, research 
institutes, and Commonwealth research organisations). 

3.1.2 The organisation which submits the Application will be the Administering 
Organisation. 

3.1.3 Collaborations eligible under the Collaboration Pathway Program can be:  

a) Collaborative partnerships between industry, universities, government 
agencies, end users and other partner organisations in various 
combinations pooling resources and knowledge in pursuit of a shared 
Research and Development objective of national and/or State 
importance.  

 OR 

b) Trans disciplinary research consortia that provide support for numerous 
principal investigators working on Trans disciplinary research programs 
of national and/or State importance to address distinct research 
questions. 
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3.1.4 Co-operative Research Centres (CRC’s) are not eligible for funding under 
the Collaboration Pathway Program. Funding for CRC’s is available under a 
separate CRC Assistance Program. For further information see: 
http://www.dfeest.sa.gov.au/science-research/initiatives/cooperative-
research-centre. 

3.2 Level and Duration of Funding 
3.2.1 Funding assistance for the Collaboration Pathway Program will be up to 

$100,000 per annum. 

3.2.2. The funding period will vary depending upon the nature of application, but 
may be for a term of up to three years, subject to annual reviews of 
performance against agreed objectives. 

3.2.3 Funding applications may be submitted continuously throughout the year. 

3.3 Funding Criteria 
3.3.1 Applications for the Collaboration Pathway Program must fall within one of 

the following two categories: 

3.3.2 Category 1: ‘Collaborations-in-Development’ 
c) The intent of ‘Collaborations-in-Development’ category is to provide 

extra financial support to organisations that may be pursuing funding 
from the Commonwealth Government for a collaborative venture which 
is at an early stage of its development, and is of direct strategic benefit 
to the State. This may include: 

i. funding support for the development of a business case or proposal 
for a collaborative program or Centre that has the potential to 
evolve into a full Centre or Collaborative program1; 

ii. seed funding to support collaborations which have the potential to 
lead to substantial future Commonwealth or industry funding and 
promote innovative or multidisciplinary research that could increase 
the States research competitiveness. 

d) Applications for the ‘Collaborations-in-Development’ category must 
identify a clear pathway and end goal for the proposed collaboration 
(e.g. Australian Research Council (ARC) linkage program, centres of 
excellence or other Commonwealth funding schemes).  

3.3.3 Category 2: ‘Leveraging Support’  
a) The ‘Leveraging Support’ category is designed to add to the State's 

research and development capacity by providing additional support for 
established South Australian Collaborations where State Government 
support can demonstrably increase their ability to leverage funding 
from a specific Commonwealth competitive funding program2. 

b) Applications for the ‘Leveraging Support’ category must identify a 
defined purpose for funding support (e.g. to leverage funding for a 
specific Commonwealth funding bid or program). 

                                                           
1 Excluding Co-operative Research Centres (CRC’s). 
2 Commonwealth competitive funding programs include but are not limited to: The Australian Research Council (ARC) 
Centres of Excellence, ARC Industrial Transformation Research Hubs, National Health and Medical Research Council 
(NHMRC) Centres of Research Excellence (CRE). 
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c) Funding support under the ‘Leveraging Support’ category may be 
conditional on the success of the specified funding bid or funding 
program. 

3.3.4 The Collaboration Pathway Program does not directly fund individual 
research projects. 

3.4 Co-investment 
3.4.1 To maximise the impact of funding, commitment for additional co-

investment from a variety of sources including the Administering 
Organisation, other collaborating organisation(s) is required. Financial 
contributions from these sources can take the form of cash contributions 
and/or in-kind contributions. However, the level of funding sought from the 
PRIF must be matched (ie 1:1). 

 

4. SELECTION CRITERIA 
4.1 Eligible Applications will be assessed competitively against the following criteria: 

a) Purpose and expected outcomes of Collaboration Pathway Program funding 
support. 

b) Alignment of the Collaboration with State and/or national priorities and ability 
to facilitate industry and/or community benefits in these priority areas. 

c) Potential for the Collaboration to foster and build critical mass and key R&D 
capabilities in South Australia. 

d) Sustainability of the Collaboration in terms of its potential and/or likelihood of 
attracting collaborating Partners, catalysing further investment from Partners 
and/or to leveraging funding from national and international sources (in the 
forms of grants and awards). 

5. APPLICATION PROCESS 
5.1 Applications must be submitted via an application form to the SA Government, 

through the Department of Further Education Employment Science and 
Technology (DFEEST) either electronically or by hard copy.   

5.2 The Application should address the following: 

a) A focussed description of the Collaboration i.e. key objectives, R&D field(s) to 
be addressed, Partner organisations etc. 

b) A description of expected outcomes resulting from Government funding 
support and key performance indicators. 

c) A description of Governance arrangements of the Collaboration. 

d) Summary of funding commitments to be provided by the Administering 
Organisation, research partners and any other stakeholders/industry support 
for the Collaboration.   

5.3 Applications must be lodged with DFEEST at cpp@sa.gov.au. Applications 
received prior to 8 March 2013 will be considered for the current financial year. 
Those received after this date will be considered in the 2013/14 financial year. 

mailto:cpp@sa.gov.au


 

DFEEST/12/163610  5 

 

6. ASSESSMENT AND SELECTION PROCESS 
6.1 The selection process will be managed by the Department of Further Education, 

Employment, Science and Technology (DFEEST).  

6.2 Applications will be assessed competitively on their relative merit against the 
selection criteria set out in Section 4 above. 

6.3 Applications will be assessed on a competitive basis. A final decision to support an 
application will be made under Ministerial delegation.  

6.4  Each party involved in the selection process must declare any Conflict of Interest 
that exists or is likely to arise in relation to any aspect of the application being 
submitted.   

 

7. FUNDING AGREEMENTS 
7.1 Awarding of Collaboration Pathway Program funding will be subject to a 

standardised Formal Agreement between the State Government and the 
successful Administering Organisation, detailing the terms and conditions. 

7.2 Once advice is received of an applicant’s success, the Administering Organisation 
must sign the Agreement within 30 calendar days. Once this date has passed, the 
State Government has the right to withdraw support of the application.  

7.3 At the conclusion of the agreement, there will be no expectation of continued 
funding from the State Government to support the proposal.  

 


