
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

This document was prepared as part of the 2012-13 information session for the newly 
relaunched DFEEST funding program.  

General 

Do projects need to align to the seven strategic priority areas? 

All applications to the Premier's Research and Industry Fund must clearly align to one of the 

priority areas, for additional information on the seven priorities see 

http://saplan.org.au/pages/seven-strategic-priorities 

Are Premier's Science and Industry Council members able to apply for funding under 
the Premier's Research and Industry Fund? 

Members of the Premier's Science and Industry Council are eligible to apply for funding under 

the Premier's Research and Industry Fund as long as the member is not involved in the 

selection process for that program.  

Do applicants to the PRIF have to be Australian citizens or be current visa holders? 

All applicants applying for Premier's Research and Industry Fund funding must either be 

Australian citizens, permanent residence or be a current visa holder. Current visa holder must 

have a valid visa for the duration of the period the funding is being sought.  

How much funding is allocated for each program? 

For the 2012-13 financial period the SA Government has allocated $4.2 million to the 

Premier's Research and Industry Fund. Each program has been allocated a set budget for the 

2012-13 financial period, however this allocation is subject to change due to the number of 

applications received. The Innovation Voucher Program has $1million allocated for the 2012-

13 financial period and this program is a joint program between DFEEST and DMITRE. Once 

these funds are fully allocated the program will be closed for this financial period.  

What is the success rate for each of the PRIF funding programs? 

The programs under the Premier's Research and Industry Fund are all new program and as 

such there are no figures from which to calculate the success rate per program. Once 

information on the success rate is received this information will be provided by DFEEST.  

How will applicants be informed if they are successful? 

All applications to the four Premier's Research and Industry Fund programs will be 

acknowledged by DFEEST. Once the various selection processes have been completed and 

Ministerial approval received, successful applicants will be notified by letter.  

 

http://saplan.org.au/pages/seven-strategic-priorities


 

What will the funding agreement look like for each of the various programs under the 
Premier's Research and Industry Fund? 

Each program of the Premier's Research and Industry Fund will have its own set of standard 

Terms and Conditions. As these are finalised the Terms and Conditions will be available on 

the DFEEST website. Applicants and their respective Administrative Organisations accept 

these Terms and Conditions when submitting applications to the Premier's Research and 

Industry Fund programs.  

The Schedule of each Agreement will be negotiated with the successful applicants 

Administrating Organisations and will be based on the successful applications.  

Innovation Voucher Program 
Can an international company make an application to the Innovation Voucher 
Program? 

All companies applying for the Innovation Voucher Program must meet the eligibility criteria, 

specifically: “the industry partner must be a financially viable Australian company with a 

majority of its business conducted in South Australia, or have significant business activity 

aligned with program objectives”. Both the industry partner and research partner will require 

an Australian Business Number and an Australian Company Number to complete the 

application form. 
Do the Innovation Voucher Program enable consortiums to apply? 

Applications from consortia will be considered and the value of Innovation Voucher will be 

determined on a case by case basis. 
Is the application process onerous? 

An application form is required to be completed and is a maximum of four page, see 

application form www.dfeest.sa.gov.au/IVP 
Does the industry partners need to have input in the application process? 

This is a program to encourage collaboration and industry led projects. Both the industry and 

research partner will need to work together to develop the project proposal.  
Are pilot projects an acceptable type of application for the Innovation Voucher 
Program? 

A range of activities are eligible for Innovation Voucher funding and project eligibility is 

described in the Guidelines. It is important to note that there must be a defined output 

expected from the collaborative project. 
How much funding has been allocated in total to the Innovation Voucher Program for 
the 2012-13 financial period? 

A total of $1 million has been allocated for the 2012-13 financial year. This funding is a joint 

allocation between DFEEST and DMITRE.  
Are applicants able to use funding from Commercialisation Australia as matched 
funding for the Innovation Voucher Program? 

http://www.dfeest.sa.gov.au/IVP


 

Commercialisation Australia is an initiative of the Australian Government. It is a competitive, 

merit-based assistance program offering funding and resources to accelerate the business 

building process for Australian companies, entrepreneurs, researchers and inventors. The 

Innovation Voucher Program funding will only be available to fund a discrete project with a 

defined output. The State Government will match (either 1:1 to 2:1) the value of monies put 

forward in support of the project by the industry partner. 
Is there a limit to the number of times an applicant can apply? 

There is presently no limit to the number of applications a partnership can apply for, however, 

it is advisable to lodge one application at a time. The industry partner can have multiple 

relationships with different research partners and vice versa.  

International Research Grants Program 
Does the International partner need to provide the matched funding? 

The International partner named on the application for, must provide matching funds for the 

application to be eligible. Please note that 3.3.1 in the current Guidelines is incorrect and 

should read “The International Partner must provide matching funding for the Grant to a total 

value of $100,000 per annum for the duration of the grant funding period.” This funding must 

be matching cash and not in-kind. 
Are local partners required to contribute funding as part of the matched funding? 

As stated above in the current Guidelines: 

• 3.3.1 is incorrect - no funding support is required for local partners 

• 5.2 c is incorrect – summary of funding commitments is to be provided by the 

International partner and any other stakeholder/industry support for the collaboration 
Can the required funding (ie $100,000 pa for the life of the project) be in-kind support? 

As stated in the Guidelines matching funding support must be cash. 
Can the funding provided by the SA Government be used for salaries? 

A list of costs not eligible for support is provided in section 8 of the Guidelines. SA 

Government funding can be used to pay for salaries, travel and appropriate consumables. 

Large pieces of research equipment cannot be purchased using these funds.  
Can 50 per cent of the funds be spent in South Australia and 50 per cent be spent 
internationally? 

The pattern of expenditure will be negotiated depending on the nature of the project and 

proposed activities. The research project must demonstrate clear benefit to the South 

Australian economy. 
Who would own the Intellectual Property associated with the research project?  

Intellectual Property arrangements are the responsibility of the Administering Organisation 

and International Partner Organisation. 
Can the SA Government funding be used to buy research equipment?  
As stated above research equipment cannot be purchased with SA Government funding. A 

list of costs not eligible for support appears on page 4 of the Guidelines. 



 

How is the SA Government funding allocated? Should it all be spent in South 
Australia? 
The funding can be allocated between South Australia and the International Partner as 

dictated by the specific research projects. The allocation will be negotiated depend on the 

activities as described in the successful application. 

SA Research Fellowship Program 
Can end-users support be in the form of a letter of support?  

A formal letter of support on appropriate end-user letterhead is sufficient evidence of end-user 

support for a proposed Fellowship Program. 
Are Cooperative Research Centre’s (CRC’s) eligible to apply for the Sa Research 
Fellowship Program? 

Cooperative Research Centre’s are eligible to apply for a SA Research Fellowship (refer to 

Research Fellowship Program Guidelines item 3.1.1).  
Are SA Research Fellowships just about sourcing international expertise who are 
overseas; or can the researchers already working in Australia/South Australia be 
considered? 

The objective of the program is to attract and retain world class researchers to South 

Australia. Expertise can be sourced either internationally or locally as long as the person 

identified is of a sufficiently high calibre and meets the program criteria. 
Can the SA Government funding be used to pay for the Fellow's salary? 

Yes, the funding provided through the program can be used for the Fellow’s salary (refer to 

Research Fellowship Program Guidelines item 3.2.2 and item 3.3.3).  
Is the matched funding required per annum? 

Yes, the Administering Organisation’s $750,000 per annum package of support must 

comprise a minimum of $250,000 in cash to match the PRIF funding. (refer to Research 

Fellowship Program Guidelines item 3.3.2). 
What is the timeframe for the application turn-around? 

Under normal circumstances notification of application outcomes should occur within six 

weeks of the closing date, but this may vary depending on the complexity of the applications 

and if external expertise is required.  
How many SA Research Fellowships are on offer for the 2012-13 financial period? 

There are up to two Fellowships on offer (refer to Research Fellowship Program Guidelines 

item 3.2.1). 
Do you need to have a specific researcher identified for the Fellowship? 

The administering organisation does not need to have a specific person identified when 

submitting a proposal for a SA Research Fellowship. The application only needs to address 

the selection criteria as defined in the guidelines (refer to Research Fellowship Program 

Guidelines item 4). 



 

What are the current strategic areas the Fellowship program is aiming to support? 

Applications will be assessed on a competitive basis and on their alignment with the States 

seven strategic priorities (refer to Research Fellowship Program Guidelines item 4  

 
Collaboration Pathways Program 
Can applicants apply for Category 1, then apply for Category 2 funding? 

Collaborations that have previously received funding under ‘collaborations in development’ 

(Category 1) are also eligible to apply for funding under ‘levering support’ (Category 2) if the 

eligibility criteria are met.  
Can funding from the Collaboration Pathways Program be used as seed funding for 
Australian Research Council grants? 

Seed funding is only available under Category 1 to assist the establishment of collaborations 

so that they are in a position to apply for external grants such as ARC Linkage grants. The 

funding under the Collaboration Pathways Program cannot be used as the 'Industry Partner' 

component of an ARC Linkage grant.  
Is it an aim to always have economic and social benefits? 

Across all the Premier's Research and Industry Fund programs preference will be given to 

those applications that can identify potential social and/or environmental and/or economic 

benefits to the State as an outcome. 
Can applications be made for collaboration between Universities only? 

Collaborations can be between researchers or between universities (refer to Research 

Fellowship Program Guidelines item 3.1.3). 
Can SA Government funding be used as leverage for an already existing CRC? 

Existing Cooperative Research Centre's would be ineligible for Category 1 funding as this is 

for 'collaborations in development'. An existing CRC could not use this program to leverage 

further CRC funding from the Commonwealth as the SA Government has a separate program 

to provide assistance to 'new' and extension of existing CRCs. Category 2 funding could be 

used by an existing CRC to leverage a new collaboration post Commonwealth CRC funding.  
Does the matched funding need to be cash? 

Whilst cash is preferred, the required matched funding does not have to be in cash. Funding 

can be matched as in-kind, but has to be credible and directly related to the success of the 

collaboration. 
Can South Australian based collaborations, have interstate or international nodes?  

There are currently no restrictions on SA Government supported collaborations having 

interstate nodes or partners. However the funding is intended for South Australian based 

collaborations that can demonstrate a significant benefit to South Australia.   
What is the timeframe for the application turn-around? 

The turn-around time will vary depending upon the nature and complexity of the proposal, and 

the ability to obtain external expertise as part of the peer review process. DFEEST however 



 

will be sensitive to timelines particularly for leveraging support applications to Commonwealth 

programs and will endeavour to provide feedback at the earliest possible opportunity. 

 


