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Disclaimer

This document has been prepared to provide guidance to potential applicants for financial assistance 
for water saving initiatives under the Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling 
Basin program.

The Commonwealth does not take any responsibility for the merits of any application made or 
project undertaken pursuant to these guidelines.

This document should not be construed as financial, taxation, legal or other advice. It is important 
that you read this document in full before deciding to submit an application. You should seek 
professional advice from your accountant, lawyer or other professional advisor before deciding to 
submit an application.

Potential applicants should note that information received in connection with an application may 
be used and communicated outside the Commonwealth for Due Diligence purposes and may also 
be provided to the Australian Taxation Office, the Department of Finance and Deregulation, and 
third parties engaged by the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities to assist with the assessment of the applications received.
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Purpose of the guidelines
These guidelines are designed to provide relevant parties 
with information to make an informed decision as to 
whether they should apply for funding under the Strategic 
Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling Basin 
program (the program). The guidelines also outline 
the requirements and processes to assist the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operators to develop their applications for 
funding.

All potential applicants should contact the Department 
of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities (the department) where clarification of 
any aspects of these guidelines is required. However, 
the department will not provide funding for, or help, an 
applicant to prepare an application.

Applications are sought from Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators who have consulted with customers in their 
irrigation district who wish to participate in the program. 
The program is not open to individual irrigators who would 
otherwise wish to submit proposals independently of the 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operator that supplies water to 
their property or to irrigators that are not customers or 
members of an Irrigation Infrastructure Operator. 

These guidelines are not intended to present all the terms 
and conditions that will govern the provision of funding 
under the program. Successful applicants will be required 
to enter into a legally binding Funding Agreement with the 
Australian Government (see page 13 of these guidelines for 
further information). A Funding Agreement proforma and 
other program related documents can be found at www.
environment.gov.au/water/policy-programs/entitlement-
purchasing/sub-system-reconfiguration.html.

Applicants should ensure they are using the latest version 
of the guidelines, application form and proforma Funding 
Agreement, as these may be amended during the course 
of the program. The latest version of these documents 
can be found at www.environment.gov.au/water/
policy-programs/entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-
reconfiguration.html.

The Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, 
Population and Communities (the Minister) reserves the 
right to amend these guidelines at any time.

Guidelines do not create legally binding rights or 
obligations
Nothing in these guidelines or the program application 
form is intended to create legally binding rights or 
obligations. The Minister may vary the processes and/or 
timing set out in these guidelines and is not obliged to 
accept any application, regardless of whether it complies 
with these guidelines and the assessment process. 

During its consideration of project applications, the 
department may clarify with applicants and/or seek 
external expert advice on any aspect of an application. To 
be eligible for consideration for funding, applicants must 
demonstrate they meet the eligibility criteria (see page 6 of 
these guidelines). However, due to the competitive nature 
of stage two of the program, submission of a stage two 
application that meets all the eligibility and value for money 
criteria does not guarantee that an offer of funding under 
the program will be made. The Minister reserves the right to 
approve or reject funding for a project as presented in the 
application form or parts thereof.

www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
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Introduction
Australia is facing major challenges due to climate change, 
more variable water availability and unsustainable levels 
of water extraction for consumptive uses. To address these 
challenges, the Australian Government has invested in 
Water for the Future, a long-term initiative to prepare 
Australia for a future with less water. Water for the Future 
programs are designed to help secure a long term 
sustainable future for irrigation regions and return water 
to the environment. Water for the Future is built on four 
priorities:
•	 taking action on climate change
•	 using water wisely
•	 securing water supplies
•	 supporting healthy rivers.

Under the Water for the Future initiative, the Sustainable 
Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program invests in rural 
irrigation water projects to improve the efficiency and 
productivity of water use and management in the Murray-
Darling Basin. In addition, the Restoring the Balance in the 
Murray-Darling Basin Program directs funding towards 
purchasing water access entitlements to improve the health 
of the Basin’s rivers, wetlands and floodplains. These two 
programs will provide funding for this program. 

Program objectives
The program is one element of the measures announced by 
the Australian Government that contributes to meeting the 
objectives of the Water for the Future initiative.

The program aims to recover water for the environment, 
while at the same time improving irrigation network 
efficiency and supporting irrigation communities in 
transitioning to new water sharing arrangements under the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan. This will be achieved through the 
decommissioning and reconfiguration of shared irrigation 
delivery infrastructure and water access entitlement 
purchases.

The program will enable Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators, in partnership with their customers, to seek 
financial support for projects which integrate water access 
entitlement purchases with the decommissioning and 

reconfiguration of shared irrigation delivery infrastructure. 

This ‘bottom up’ approach provides Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators the opportunity to develop and submit project 
proposals which are customised to the characteristics 
of their irrigation business and the circumstances of the 
participating customers.

The program complements the Australian Government’s 
investment in modernisation planning under the Irrigation 
Modernisation Planning Assistance program (see www.
environment.gov.au/water/agriculture/index.html), and 
the investments in infrastructure modernisation under the 
Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program.

Program outcomes
The outcomes sought from this program are:
•	 cost effective environmental water recovery which will 

help deliver the government’s commitment to ‘bridge 
the gap’ between current diversion limits and the 
Sustainable Diversion Limits (SDLs) in the Basin Plan

•	 a more sustainable future for irrigation communities 
through more efficient and productive water use and 
management of shared irrigation delivery networks

•	 enhanced capacity for irrigation dependent 
communities to adapt to a future of reduced water 
availability by facilitating delivery system infrastructure 
reconfiguration.

The water access entitlements purchased through the 
program will be used for the environment and will 
contribute toward ‘bridging the gap’ to the SDLs that will be 
established in the Basin Plan. This water will be managed by 
the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder (CEWH) to 
protect and restore the environmental assets of the Murray-
Darling Basin.

www.environment.gov.au/water/agriculture/index.html
www.environment.gov.au/water/agriculture/index.html
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Available funding
The Australian Government has allocated $200 million 
for the program over the period to 30 June 2016. Projects 
which receive funding under this program must be 
completed before 30 June 2016. 

Round 1 has available funding of up to $25 million.

There are no restrictions in relation to the minimum size of 
a project or the minimum amount of funding that can be 
requested under the program. The maximum amount of 
funding that can be requested is up to the amount available 
for the round.

Program structure
The program will run up to two funding rounds per annum 
until 30 June 2015 or until the $200 million allocated for the 
program has been committed to projects. In 2015-16 one 
funding round will be available if the $200 million allocated 
to the program has not been committed in previous rounds. 

The opening and closing dates of funding rounds will 
be approved by the Minister and advertised on the 
department’s website at www.environment.gov.au/water/
policy-programs/entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-
reconfiguration.html. 

Application process
The program will operate with a two stage application 
process. 

The stage one application process will seek expressions of 
interest for proposed projects. Those projects which meet 
the information requirements, eligibility criteria and a 
preliminary assessment of overall value for money will be 
invited to participate in stage two. 

The two stage application process provides a feedback loop 
where the department can indicate what eligible activities 
and project elements it is prepared to fund, and whether 
a preliminary assessment concludes that the proposed 
project would represent acceptable value for money, before 
the Irrigation Infrastructure Operators and the participating 
customers invest time and resources needed to finalise 
detailed project costs and obtain binding agreement from 
participating customers.

The assessment of applications under the program will be 

undertaken by an Assessment Panel comprising three or 
more members drawn from the department’s Water Group, 
including at least two members from the Water Recovery 
Branch within the Water Efficiency Division.

Eligible catchments
Applications will only be accepted from Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operators that are located in Eligible 
Catchments within the Murray-Darling Basin. Eligible 
Catchments are defined as those catchments where surface 
water still needs to be recovered for the environment to 
bridge the gap to the SDLs in the Basin Plan.

If sufficient surface water has already been recovered 
(or is anticipated to be recovered) in a catchment within 
the Murray-Darling Basin to bridge the gap through this 
or other water recovery programs, then applications for 
projects in the catchment will not be eligible for funding 
through this program at the time of individual application 
rounds.

Information on the progress with surface water recovery 
to bridge the gap to SDLs may be obtained from www.
environment.gov.au/water/basin-plan/about.html#progress. 

The Eligible Catchments for Round 1 are the NSW Murray, 
Murrumbidgee, South Australian Murray, all Victorian 
Murray-Darling Basin catchments apart from the Wimmera-
Mallee, and the Queensland Condamine-Balonne.

www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/basin-plan/about.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/basin-plan/about.html
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Eligible activities
To be eligible to receive funding, a project must include the 
following mandatory elements:
•	 the decommissioning of underutilised or inefficient off-

farm water delivery infrastructure
•	 an unconditional offer from customers drawing water 

from the sections of the irrigation delivery network 
proposed for decommissioning to sell some or all of 
their water access entitlements through the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator to the Commonwealth

•	 demonstrated support from all customers that are 
connected to the section of the irrigation delivery 
network proposed for reconfiguration.

There are optional eligible activities which may be included 
in an application under the program. These include, but are 
not limited to: 
•	 an offer to sell conveyance water savings to the 

Australian Government
•	 disconnection completion undertakings (for which 

a disconnection completion grant may be payable), 
paid on entitlements owned at the date the program 
guidelines are publicly released, in recognition that 
customers will be permanently disconnected from the 
network

•	 reconfiguration of off-farm water delivery infrastructure 
(e.g. re-alignment of supply) to continue irrigation 
water delivery services to some of the customers within 
the subsystem, including where required to provide 
continued access to stock and domestic water

•	 on-farm works that are directly related to the 
decommissioning of shared water delivery infrastructure 
(expected to be limited to farm off-take points) and 
stock and domestic supply

 — other on-farm redevelopment costs could be met 
from the proceeds of any disconnection completion 
grant and sale of water access entitlements

•	 removal of permanent plantings where the recipient is 
no longer going to participate in irrigated agriculture

•	 re-vegetation of areas where off-farm water delivery 
infrastructure has been decommissioned for erosion 
stabilisation, if necessary

•	 project management costs.

Incentives offered by the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator 
to encourage customer participation, such as rebates on 
termination fees or sharing of conveyance savings may 
be included in a proposal submitted to the program. The 
application must disclose if the incentives offered by the 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operator are in addition to funds 
sought from the Commonwealth.

Disconnection completion grant
A disconnection completion grant may be available to 
customers who hold water delivery rights/shares and whose 
landholding will be permanently disconnected from the 
supply of irrigation water from the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator. 

Customers will only be eligible for a disconnection 
completion grant:
•	 where they provide a disconnection completion 

undertaking 
•	 where they sign a statement agreeing to their 

landholding being permanently disconnected from the 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operator’s network 

•	 in respect of water access entitlements and water 
delivery rights/shares held at the date the program 
guidelines were publicly released on 13 February 2013. 

The grant is available in recognition of the foregone 
opportunities for irrigation when a customer permanently 
disconnects from the irrigation delivery network through 
the project.

The disconnection completion grant could be used for such 
things as, but is not limited to:
•	 on-farm redevelopment costs
•	 financial advice
•	 farm planning advice
•	 training.
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Stage one: Expression of Interest (EOI)
At stage one, Irrigation Infrastructure Operators can submit 
an expression of interest which outlines a proposed project 
or projects. Irrigation Infrastructure Operators will be able 
to nominate projects which are customised to the needs of 
their irrigation business and the needs of their participating 
customers. Stage one applications will be judged against 
the extent to which they deliver the program outcomes (see 
page 2) as reflected in the eligibility criteria (see page 6) and 
value for money criteria (see page 6 and 7).

Subject to applicants providing all necessary information, 
the department will endeavour to complete the assessment 
of stage one applications within four weeks from the closing 
date, upon which applicants will be advised of the outcome. 

Applications which do not meet the EOI information 
requirements, requirements in relation to Eligible Activities 
and Eligible Catchments or Eligibility Criteria will not 
progress to stage two.

Stage one: EOI information requirements 
A stage one application must include the following 
information in order for the project to be assessed:
•	 a description of the scope and character of the proposal
•	 details of the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator, including 

ABN and contact details of nominated representative
•	 location details, including name of irrigation district and 

a map clearly identifying the project area
•	 the volume, security type and asking price for water 

access entitlements offered for sale, inclusive of any 
requested disconnection completion grant (noting that 
not all water access entitlements and water delivery 
rights/shares may be eligible for the disconnection 
completion grant)

•	 a description of all proposed infrastructure works 
including a breakdown of individual activities and their 
expected costs and the reason why these works are a 
necessary part of the project

•	 estimates of the water efficiency improvements 
expected from this proposal, supported by information 
on:

 — the level of utilisation of that part of the irrigation 
network to be rationalised (this can be measured 
relative to comparable parts of the network and the 
district average or comparable networks outside the 
irrigation district)

 — the net conveyance water savings from the proposed 
project

•	 the projected future operational and capital 
reinvestment costs that will be avoided through 
implementing the proposed project, and how these 
compare with future costs for comparable parts of the 
network

•	 a statement of how the project is consistent with 
objectives of the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator’s 
modernisation plan or similar business plan

•	 a statement that the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator 
has the financial viability and project management 
experience to carry out the project 

•	 details of proposed project management costs
•	 a list of participating customers and a statement from 

the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator outlining the 
level of consultation that has occurred and the level of 
customer support

•	 details of any financial contribution from the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operators to the proposal, including 
rebates on termination fees or sharing of conveyance 
savings with customers

•	 a declaration confirming whether the applicants have 
received or applied for public funding for any element of 
this proposal eg Caring for our Country. If so, disclose full 
details

•	 details of any public benefits, other than those arising 
from environmental water recovery, relevant to the 
proposal.
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Stage one: EOI eligibility criteria
The stage one application will be assessed against whether 
requirements in relation to Eligible Catchments have been 
met, whether the project is an Eligible Activity including the 
mandatory elements and the following Eligibility Criteria:

For participating customers to be eligible, they must: 
•	 be serviced by the water delivery infrastructure (hold 

water delivery entitlements/rights) operated by the 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operator that is proposed to be 
decommissioned through the project.

For Irrigation Infrastructure Operator, they must:
•	 be a business entity that owns or operates infrastructure 

within the Murray-Darling Basin for the purpose of 
delivering water to other persons for the primary use in 
irrigation

•	 be a legal entity capable of entering into a Funding 
Agreement with the Australian Government 
(unincorporated associations are not eligible)

•	 be registered with the Australian Taxation Office for 
Goods and Services Tax purposes with a valid Australian 
Business Number (ABN).

In order to be eligible, projects must:
•	 be from an Irrigation Infrastructure Operator located 

within an Eligible Catchment within the Murray-Darling 
Basin where surface water needs to be recovered for 
the environment to bridge the gap to the sustainable 
diversion limits in the Basin Plan

•	 include the sale of surface water access entitlements 
from customer(s) directly involved in the project through 
the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator to the Australian 
Government representing the Commonwealth:

 — surface water access entitlements offered for sale 
must be unencumbered, permanent, secure and 
tradeable, protected by a water sharing plan, able 
to be owned by the Commonwealth and allocations 
to the entitlements can be used for environmental 
purposes

•	 include the decommissioning of shared off-farm water 
delivery infrastructure:

 — infrastructure to be decommissioned within the 
project cannot have been modernised or upgraded 
by public funds provided by any Water for the Future 
program

•	 not involve the purchase or acquisition of land or 
assets other than water access entitlements by the 
Commonwealth

•	 not include a request for funding for components of the 
project that have already received funding from other 
Australian Government programs.

Stage One: EOI value for money criteria
Once an application has been assessed as eligible, an 
assessment of value for money will be undertaken. Overall 
value for money will be assessed by comparing the amount 
of Commonwealth funding sought with the estimated 
market value of the water access entitlements offered 
for sale to the Commonwealth. The market value will be 
estimated using the prevailing market price for water access 
entitlements offered for sale at the time the funding round 
opened. 

Any financial contribution from the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators to the proposal, such as rebates on termination 
fees or sharing of conveyance savings with customers will 
enhance the attractiveness of the project for participating 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operator customers. These 
contributions will be recognised in the assessment of value 
for money to the extent that they reduce the amount of 
funding requested from the Commonwealth, or add to the 
parcel of water access entitlements offered for sale to the 
Commonwealth. 

The value for money criteria will be applied in a way which 
recognises better projects, as measured by the project’s 
overall contribution to program outcomes. This includes 
considerations such as improved system efficiency and 
reduced operational and capital reinvestment costs. Other 
related public benefits, such as salinity mitigation, will also 
be factored into the assessment of value for money.



7     

This value for money assessment will be undertaken using 
the information provided by the applicants as follows:

Contribution to overall system efficiency
•	 the level of utilisation of that part of the irrigation 

network to be rationalised relative to:
 — comparable parts of the network (ie comparing 

the utilisation of the channel(s) proposed to be 
decommissioned with channels of the same capacity)

 — the network average
 — comparable delivery networks outside of the 

irrigation district.
•	 the net conveyance water savings from the proposed 

rationalisation of the irrigation delivery network.

In addressing this criterion, the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator must provide supporting evidence including a 
statement to justify the level of improvement this project 
will provide to overall system efficiency.

Reduced operational costs
•	 The projected future operational and capital 

reinvestment costs of that part of the irrigation network 
to be rationalised relative to comparable parts of the 
network (ie comparing the future operational and capital 
costs of the channel(s) proposed to be decommissioned 
with channels of the same capacity).

Public benefits
•	 Other public benefits associated with the proposal, 

excluding those arising from the environmental water 
recovery. These could include, but are not limited to, 
a contribution towards salinity mitigation or other 
improved environmental outcomes as described in 
relevant Regional Natural Resource Management Plan 
(SA), Catchment Management Authority Regional 
Catchment Strategy (Vic), Catchment Management 
Authority Catchment Action Plan (NSW) or similar 
documentation such as written support from these 
organisations.

Stage one: Assessment process
Once stage one has closed, all applications received will be 
reviewed to ensure all information requirements have been 
met. In the event that there is missing information or there 
are problems that appear to be the result of omissions or 
inadvertent errors, the department may request that further 
information be provided to resolve these issues. Should the 
requested information not be provided within five working 
days, the application will be deemed to be ineligible 
under the applicable funding round. The project may be 
resubmitted with additional information under subsequent 
funding rounds for assessment.

In the event a stage one application seeks Commonwealth 
funding for ineligible activities, these associated 
costs will be removed when conducting the value for 
money assessment. Ineligible activities will not receive 
funding should the project be successful in receiving 
Commonwealth support. 

Applications that provide all information requirements, 
meet all eligibility criteria and pass the preliminary value 
for money assessment will be invited to submit a stage two 
application. 

Feedback will be provided to Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators whose application was found to be ineligible. 
Applicants may choose to reapply under subsequent 
funding rounds.
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Stage two: Competitive application 
process
Stage two will operate as a competitive process whereby 
applications will be ranked and projects approved in order 
of overall value for money, subject to satisfying all of the 
information requirements and eligibility criteria. Projects 
will only be recommended for funding up to the limit of the 
available program budget for that round. 

Applicants invited to submit an application at stage two 
should not substantively change the project scope or 
adversely affect the value proposed in their stage one 
application. However, in cases where the department has 
identified ineligible activities in the stage one application, 
these activities must not be included in the stage two 
application. Applicants will need to justify reasons for any 
minor changes to activities and costs that were proposed 
in their stage one application. Any changes may impact on 
the overall value for money assessment of their stage two 
application.

Applicants will have six weeks to prepare and submit their 
stage two application. The department will endeavour to 
complete the assessment of stage two applications within 
six weeks from the closing date. This assessment will include 
a technical due diligence review of each proposal. 

Stage two: Information requirements 
Applicants invited to proceed to stage two would need to 
provide the following information in order for their project 
to be assessed:
•	 A description of the proposed project including, if 

applicable, details of and justification for any changes to 
the scope and character of the project compared with 
the stage one application

•	 Details of the project location, including a latitude and 
longitude of a central point in the project area, the 
irrigation district and a map identifying the location 
of infrastructure to be decommissioned, relevant 
landholdings and the location and extent of any farm 
off-take points

•	 Decommissioning and reconfiguration plan, including 
full costing for all proposed works, which addresses 
the required information in Attachment A, including 
photographs of infrastructure to be decommissioned

•	 The volume, security type and asking price for all 
water access entitlements offered for sale, inclusive of 
any requested disconnection completion grant and 
disbursement details among participating customers

•	 Completed Water Information Form provided at 
Attachment B, from each water access entitlement 
owner participating in the project

•	 Final total project cost, including breakdown of costs for 
all elements of the project and if applicable, justification 
for any changes to the costs provided in the stage one 
application

•	 Signed statements of support for the project from 
all customers that are connected to the section 
of the irrigation delivery network proposed for 
decommissioning and reconfiguration, including 
agreement to retire or relocate delivery rights

•	 Copies of written support for the project from the 
relevant shire or city councils, if the project affects any 
infrastructure or assets owned or operated by the shire 
or city council

•	 Evidence that the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator has 
the financial viability and project management resources 
to carry out the project

•	 Any additional or updated information that was not 
provided at stage one related to the eligibility and value 
for money criteria.

The information provided in the stage one application to 
address the eligibility and value for money criteria will not 
need to be resubmitted as part of the stage two application, 
except in the event that the project submitted in stage 
one has changed. All information provided in the stage 
one application will be considered during the stage two 
assessment.
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Stage two: Eligibility criteria
The eligibility criteria outlined in stage one (see page 6) and 
the additional eligibility criteria listed below will be used 
to assess the stage two application. Any changes to the 
information provided in the stage one application must be 
documented in the stage two application. For participating 
customers to be eligible, they must:

•	 provide signed agreements to retire and/or relocate 
water delivery rights off the part of the system to be 
decommissioned.

•	 be prepared to sell their water access entitlements to the 
Australian Government through the project.

Stage two: Value for money criteria
The stage two application will be assessed against the same 
value for money criteria listed at stage one (see page 6 and 
7 for full details of value for money criteria). Any changes 
to the information provided in the stage one application, 
such as additional information to support claims against the 
criteria, must be documented in the stage two application.

Stage two: Competitive assessment process
Once stage two has closed, all applications received will be 
reviewed to ensure all information requirements have been 
met. In the event that there is missing information or there 
are problems that appear to be the result of omissions or 
inadvertent errors, the department may request that further 
information be provided to resolve these issues. Should 
the requested information not be provided within five 
working days, the stage two application will be deemed to 
be ineligible.

As part of the assessment, the department will engage 
independent consultants to carry out technical due 
diligence checks. The consultants will be drawn from panels 
that are disclosed on www.environment.gov.au/water/
policy-programs/entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-
reconfiguration.html.

Technical due diligence checks will be carried out to verify 
information provided in the applicant’s decommissioning 
and reconfiguration plan, including that the cost of the 
proposed infrastructure works has been estimated using 
contemporary market prices and that the proposed 
timeframe for the works is feasible. 

Issues highlighted in technical due diligence reports that 
affect the capacity of the project to be undertaken within 
the proposed budget and time specified by the applicants 
will be considered in the assessment of the project. 

Stage two applications that meet all information 
requirements, meet all eligibility criteria and pass the value 
for money assessment will be ranked in order of overall 
value for money. 

All applicants will be contacted and advised of the outcome 
of their application. Successful applicants will also be sent a 
formal letter of offer.

What components of projects are not eligible for 
funding?
The Australian Government will not approve funding for 
components of projects that include:
•	 purchase of groundwater access entitlements
•	 purchase of surface water access entitlements owned 

by customer(s) or irrigators that are not serviced by the 
network that is being closed through the project

•	 payment of disconnection completion grant on water 
access entitlements and water delivery rights/shares 
acquired after the program guidelines were publicly 
released on 13 February 2013

•	 on-going operational and maintenance costs for 
replacement stock and domestic systems if these 
systems are required

•	 decommissioning of on-farm water delivery 
infrastructure that is not directly related to the 
decommissioning of shared delivery infrastructure

•	 decommissioning works that have already commenced 
prior to signing of Funding Agreements and/or water 
sales contracts

•	 activities that are outside the scope of the program 
objectives, and/or which are being funded through 
other government programs

•	 purchase or acquisition of land or assets other than 
water access entitlements by the Commonwealth;

•	 the development of, or update of a modernisation plan 
for Irrigation Infrastructure Operators

•	 legal or professional fees and charges. 

application.For
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
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When securing water access entitlements through this 
program, the Government will pay for its own legal and 
financial advice and services associated with the transfer of 
water access entitlements from the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator. Under the program the water transfer is 
considered to be a sale of water access entitlement. 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operators and their customers will 
be required to meet their costs associated with the sale of 
the water access entitlements to the Commonwealth. This 
may include legal and financial advice, brokerage fees and 
agency fees.
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Submitting an application
Closing dates
The closing date and time for stage one and stage 
two funding round applications will be listed on the 
department’s website at www.environment.gov.au/water/
policy-programs/entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-
reconfiguration.html. It is the responsibility of the applicant 
to ensure that their application is received at the specified 
location before the application round closes.

All applications, in the format outlined below, must be 
received by the closing time. Incomplete application forms 
and supporting documentation may not be accepted. 
Applications can be submitted at any time up to the closing 
time, however no applications will be accepted after the 
closing time. 

Application form
To apply for funding under the program, Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operators must complete and submit the 
official application form for stage one and two in the format 
detailed below. Applications not submitted on the official 
application form and/or not submitted as detailed below 
may not be considered.

The application form is available from the department’s 
website at www.environment.gov.au/water/policy-
programs/entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-
reconfiguration.html.

Format of application
Applicants are required to submit:
•	 one UNBOUND ORIGINAL SIGNED hard copy of their 

application together with supporting documentation. It 
is important that the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator’s 
nominated representative has signed the application 
submitted; and

•	 one ELECTRONIC COPY of the application in Microsoft 
Word Format and supporting documentation in 
Microsoft Word or Excel or Adobe PDF Format on a USB. 
Emailed applications will not be accepted.

In the case of any discrepancy the original signed version 
has precedence. 

Where to submit applications
Hardcopy applications, supporting documentation and 
USBs must be posted or sent via courier to:

Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling 
Basin Program
Water Recovery Initiatives Section
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, 
Population and Communities
GPO Box 787
Canberra  ACT  2601

 

atwww.environment.gov.au/water/policy
atwww.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
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Conditions attached to participation 
The Water Market Rules 2009 and the Water Charge 
(Termination Fees) Rules 2009 have been made under the 
Water Act 2007 and came into full effect on 1 January 2010 
and 1 September 2010 respectively. Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators are responsible for ensuring they are compliant 
with the rules. The Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) is responsible for enforcing the rules. 
Applicants can seek further information about the rules on 
the department’s website at www.environment.gov.au/
water/topics/markets-trade.html and the ACCC website at 
www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/809334.

Conflict of interest 
Throughout the duration of the project, if there are any 
matters related to the business interests of persons directly 
involved with projects under this program that may 
conflict with their role in the project, these matters must 
be brought to the department’s attention as soon as a 
potential or actual conflict of interest is known. The program 
application form includes a section where applicants must 
describe how they will manage potential or actual conflicts 
of interest. Conflicts arising from the business interests 
of applicants and participating customers must also be 
brought to the department’s attention. Any conflicts of 
interest will be managed by an independent probity officer, 
and in accordance departmental policy. 

Confidentiality
If an applicant believes any information provided in its 
application is confidential, the applicant will need to 
clearly identify such information and the reason for its 
confidentiality in their application.

Applicants should be aware that the department is subject 
to certain legislative and administrative accountability and 
transparency requirements of the Australian Government, 
including disclosure to the Parliament and its Committees. 
While the department will treat all information provided 
by applicants sensitively, any information contained in or 
relating to an application, including information identified 
by an applicant as confidential, may be disclosed by the 
department:

•	 to its employees and advisers in order to evaluate or 
assess an application

•	 to the Minister
•	 within the department or other agencies where 

this serves the legitimate interest of the Australian 
Government

•	 in response to a request by a House or Committee of the 
Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia

•	 should the application be successful, publication of 
notice of the water sales contract on the AusTender 
website at www.tenders.gov.au

•	 should the application be successful, publication of 
recipients of grants as required by the Commonwealth 
Grant Guidelines

•	 where information is authorised or permitted by law to 
be disclosed

•	 where the information is in the public domain otherwise 
than by the department’s disclosure of that information. 

The department will publish the names of recipients of 
grants under this program, their region, the amount granted 
and the purpose for which the funds were granted as per 
the requirements of the Commonwealth Grant Guidelines. 
Details of successful applicants and the level of financial 
assistance awarded to each project will also be published 
on the department’s website at www.environment.gov.au/
about/grants/index.html.

Commercial-in-confidence 
considerations
Applicants should bring any ‘commercial-in-confidence’ 
information included in their application to the attention of 
the department at the time of application.  

http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/markets-trade.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/markets-trade.html
http://www.accc.gov.au/content/index.phtml/itemId/809334
http://www.tenders.gov.au
http://www.environment.gov.au/about/grants/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/about/grants/index.html


13     

Approval of funding
The Assessment Panel (described on page 3) will assess 
stage one applications and provide a report to the 
delegated officer within the department recommending 
applicants to progress to stage two of the program. The 
department will advise applicants if their application will 
progress to stage two and provide an opportunity to brief 
applicants that were not selected to progress to stage two.

Once assessment of a stage two application is complete, the 
Assessment Panel will prepare an assessment report for the 
First Assistant Secretary, Water Efficiency Division, outlining 
the Panel’s recommendations to the Minister for approval of 
funding.

The Minister will approve all funding granted to applicants 
and to purchase surface water access entitlements that are 
assessed as representing good value for money through the 
Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling 
Basin Program.

The department may negotiate with Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operators on the specific details of a project under the 
Funding Agreement to meet any specific requirements the 
Minister may impose as a condition of funding.

Funding agreement
Funding arrangements for individual projects will be 
tailored to meet the needs of the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator. 
•	 Once a stage 2 application has been approved for 

funding, the department will enter into a legally binding 
Funding Agreement with the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator and individual water sale contract(s) with the 
Irrigation Infrastructure Operator. 

•	 The Funding Agreement will describe the respective 
roles and responsibilities of each party. During the 
application process the Department will, where possible, 
work with Irrigation Infrastructure Operator on the 
details of milestones and other areas of the Funding 
Agreement.

The individual water sale contract will be similar to a 
Restoring the Balance in the Murray-Darling Basin water 
sale contract. Sample contracts are available at www.
environment.gov.au/water/policy-programs/entitlement-
purchasing/sub-system-reconfiguration.html.

The Funding Agreement will be in the form available 
at www.environment.gov.au/water/policy-programs/
entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-reconfiguration.
html and will contain the standard terms and conditions, 
together with schedules that will set out details of project 
specific matters, payment timetables, requirement for 
due recognition of all Australian Government funding 
contributions, reporting requirements and any other 
relevant matters as necessary. 

If terms of the Funding Agreement require amendment, 
an updated version will be made available at the above 
website. When preparing their applications, applicants must 
ensure they have the most recent version of the Funding 
Agreement.

The sale of water access entitlements to the Commonwealth 
will be conducted through the Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator aggregating all water access entitlements offered 
for sale into a single licence. The contractual arrangements 
will include: 
•	 a Funding Agreement between the Australian 

Government and the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator 
with specific milestones and milestone payments for the 
agreed project activities identified. Any disconnection 
completion grant payment for customers will be 
provided as a milestone payment to the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator;

•	 an individual contract between the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator and each of the participating 
customer(s) for the payment of any disconnection 
completion grant and sale of their surface water access 
entitlements that includes the relevant requirements as 
set out in the Funding Agreement with the Australian 
Government; and

•	 an individual water sale contract between the Australian 
Government and the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator 
for each of the aggregated water access entitlement 
types (eg high security, general security, conveyance) 
which will be purchased by the Australian Government.

Legal due diligence
Legal due diligence checks will be carried out by a solicitor 
acting on behalf of the Government to validate the 
ownership and characteristics of water access entitlements 

www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
www.environment.gov.au/water/policy
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
sub-system-reconfiguration.html
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offered for sale as provided by entitlement holders 
(Irrigation Infrastructure Operator) and to check for any 
issues that may affect the value for money of the offer 
before entering in to a water sale contract. 

Funds cannot be paid from the Strategic Sub-System 
Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling Basin Program 
to successful applicants until a Funding Agreement and 
water sale contract has been signed with the Australian 
Government. Once negotiations between the Australian 
Government and the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator over 
the Funding Agreement have been successfully completed, 
the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator must sign and return 
the Agreement to the department within 30 days, otherwise 
the offer of funding may be withdrawn.

Reporting and monitoring
The Funding Agreement sets out the reporting obligations 
for a project. The reporting requirements will be included in 
specific milestones throughout the life of the project.

Payment schedule
The department and the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator 
will develop an agreed schedule of payments linked to 
progress of works as part of the Funding Agreement. 

The Irrigation Infrastructure Operator will receive 
payment from the Australian Government for water access 
entitlements once water access entitlement sale contracts 
have been settled. Payment of Australian Government funds 
for disconnection completion grants will be made once 
decommissioning and reconfiguration activities as set out 
in milestones in the Funding Agreement with the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator are complete.

Further information
For further information regarding the program or program 
applications email SSR@environment.gov.au or call (toll 
free)1800 218 478. An officer from the department will 
respond to your enquiry as soon as possible. 

It is in the interests of applicants to contact the department 
to ensure that all requirements are met.

Other funding programs
Proposed projects will not be eligible to receive public 
funding for activities that have already been funded by 
other state/territory or Australian Government funding. 

Where applicants are receiving funds from, or have 
also applied to any other state/territory or Australian 
Government funding for relevant activities, the department 
may discuss the proposal with the manager of that program 
for the purpose of assessing the application for funding. 

Taxation
The Australian Government does not provide tax advice 
to applicants regarding their taxation obligations. It is 
recommended that potential applicants seek independent 
legal advice concerning the tax consequences of their 
participation (including advice concerning income tax, 
capital gains tax and goods and services tax).

The tax consequences of participation in this program 
may vary according to the particular circumstances of 
each applicant.  Further information regarding the tax 
consequences of water transfers generally is publicly 
available on the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) website.

Applicants can also contact the ATO business call centre for 
assistance – freecall 13 28 66. The Australian Government 
will not provide any funding under this program to 
compensate an applicant, customer or proponent for 
any tax liability incurred as a result of participation, 
except where a taxable supply is made to the Australian 
Government and a tax invoice provided for GST under the 
Funding Agreement.

Applicants should note that the Australian Government 
will not accept liabilities for past, present or future taxation 
arising from any investments funded under this program. 

Privacy notice 
Issued pursuant to Information Privacy Principle 2, section 
14 of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth).

1. Purpose for collection of personal information

The personal information collected as part of the Water 
for the Future – Restoring the Balance in the Murray-
Darling Basin and the Sustainable Rural Water Use and 
Infrastructure – Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the 
Murray-Darling Basin Program application process will be 
used for purposes including:
(a) assessment of the application; and
should the application be successful:
(b) publication of notice of the contract to purchase water 

access entitlements on the AusTender website  at         
www.tenders.gov.au

mailto:SSR@environment.gov.au
http://www.tenders.gov.au
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(c) publication of the recipients of grants on the 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, 
Water, Population and Communities website at                          
www.environment.gov.au/about/grants/index.html

(d) due diligence and conveyancing.

2. Authorisation for collection

The collection of personal information for the above 
purposes is not expressly authorised or required by law.

Disclosure of personal information

The name, postal address and Australian Business Number 
(ABN) of successful applicants and/or customers that 
have sold water access entitlements through the program 
will be available on the AusTender website consistent 
with the requirements of the Financial Management and 
Accountability Act 1997 (Cth) and the Commonwealth 
Procurement Rules to disclose the details of successful 
contracts.

Any personal information collected may be disclosed:
(a) to legal service providers engaged by the department to 

undertake due diligence and conveyancing for the Water 
for the Future program;

(b) to service providers engaged by the department 
to undertake due diligence on the infrastructure 
components of the application for the Water for the 
Future program;

(c) in response to a request by a House or a Committee of 
the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia; and

(d) where the information is authorised or required by law 
to be disclosed or where the information is in the public 
domain otherwise than by the department’s disclosure.

Examples of where the department is authorised or 
required by law to disclose your information include: 
(a) where an application is made under the Freedom of 

Information Act 1982 (Cth);

(b) where the department has been served with a valid 
search warrant; and

(c) where the department has a duty to disclose the transfer 
of funds under the Anti-Money Laundering and Counter-
Terrorism Financing Act 2006 (Cth).

Consequently, the department does not warrant that the 
information provided by either party under this Application 
or for the preparation of any future contract or funding 
agreement will not be disclosed to a third party. 

By submitting this Application the applicant and customer 
waives their right to commence an action for breach of such 
a warranty against the department.

Bank accounts
For audit and accountability purposes, successful Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operators will be required to keep a 
separate bank account for funding received to implement 
decommissioning and reconfiguration activities.

Indemnities and warranties
Irrigation Infrastructure Operators:
•	 will be required to indemnify the Australian Government 

against any environmental or other third party damage 
caused by the project

•	 will be required to provide details of warranties to 
ensure that the infrastructure that is delivered under this 
program is constructed to specification

•	 should note that the Australian Government will not 
accept any responsibility for any legal contracts already 
entered into, except where explicitly agreed

•	 will be required to provide evidence that they have 
public liability insurance for at least $20 million prior to 
the project commencing. 

Compliance
Irrigation Infrastructure Operators must agree to Australian 
Government contractual obligations including governance 
and reporting requirements, as outlined in the Funding 
Agreement.

For projects where the value of the Australian Government 
contribution to the project is at least fifty per cent of the 
total construction value; or the Australian Government 
contribution to the project is $10 million or more, 
irrespective of the proportion of the Australian Government 
funding, the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator must comply 
with the requirements of the Australian Government 
Building and Construction Occupation Health and Safety 
(OHS) Accreditation Scheme and the National Code of 
Practice for the Construction Industry (if applicable). 

Further information regarding the Australian Government 

http://www.environment.gov.au/about/grants/index.html
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Building and Construction OHS Accreditation Scheme can 
be found at www.fsc.gov.au. Further information regarding 
the National Code of Practice for the Construction Industry 
can be found at www.workplace.gov.au/building. 

Irrigation Infrastructure Operators must ensure that 
capital works will be carried out in accordance with all 
applicable Laws (including, but not limited to, all necessary 
environmental requirements, planning and regulatory 
approvals). 

Publicity and acknowledgement of Australian 
Government support
All publicity for a project shall give appropriate recognition 
to the role of Water for the Future, the Strategic Sub-System 
Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling Basin Program and 
the Australian Government in supporting that project. This 
includes invitations to participate in formal project opening 
or launch ceremonies and publicity events.

The department will work with successful applicants with 
respect to project publicity.

Complaints
The department’s service charter has been developed as 
part of our commitment to continuing improvement in all 
aspects of client service delivery.

The charter sets out the standards of service clients can 
expect from us, their rights and responsibilities and how to 
find out more about the department. The charter applies to 
everyone who has contact with the department including 
other government agencies, community organisations and 
industry as well as members of the public.

The service charter is available at www.environment.gov.au/
about/publications/charter.html. 

Complaints about the program will be addressed following 
the procedures outlined in the service charter. 

www.fsc.gov.au
www.workplace.gov.au/building
http://www.environment.gov.au/about/publications/charter.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/about/publications/charter.html
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Glossary 
Applicant
Under this program ‘applicant’ refers to the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator. The Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator will represent their customers who will be 
participating in the project.

Building and Construction OHS Accreditation Scheme
This scheme operates such that, subject to certain 
thresholds, only head contractors who are accredited 
under the Scheme can enter into contracts for building 
work that is funded directly or indirectly by the Australian 
Government. Further information regarding the scheme can 
be found at www.fsc.gov.au. 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder
Means the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
established under section 104 of the Water Act 2007.

Customer
Means a person who holds a water delivery right/share for 
the purpose of having water delivered by the Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator that is the Applicant.

Department
Means the Australian Government’s Department of 
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and 
Communities.

Due Diligence
A measure of prudence activity, or assiduity, as is properly to 
be expected from, and ordinarily exercised by, a reasonable 
and prudent person under the particular circumstances; not 
measured by any absolute standard but depends on the 
relative facts of the case.

Eligible Catchment 
The catchments within the Murray-Darling Basin where 
surface water needs to be recovered for the environment 
to bridge the gap to the sustainable diversion limits in the 
Basin Plan 

Funding Agreement
Legal contract to be executed between the Australian 
Government and the successful Irrigation Infrastructure 
Operator.

Irrigation Modernisation Planning Assistance Program
Irrigation Modernisation Planning Assistance provides an 
opportunity for irrigation water providers who operate 
water delivery systems within the Murray-Darling Basin to 
obtain Assistance for the development of a modernisation 
plan. This funding is made available with the objective of 
assisting irrigation water providers to identify and consider 
the range of options available to increase the efficiency of 
their irrigation systems. 

Further details can be found at www.environment.gov.au/
water/agriculture/index.html.  

Irrigation Infrastructure Operator
An entity that owns or operates infrastructure for the 
purpose of delivering water to other persons for the primary 
purpose of use in irrigation.

Minister
Means Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, 
Population and Communities.

Network
A distribution network of carriers (open channels, pipes 
and/or natural waterways) used to convey water, either 
under gravity or pressurised, from a water source through 
customer service points to customer properties operated by 
the Irrigation Infrastructure Operator.

Project
Means a project for which program funding is sought 
through the application process by an Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator.

Restoring the Balance in the Murray-Darling Basin 
Program
The Restoring the Balance in the Murray-Darling Basin 
Program provides funds to purchase water access 
entitlements and conveyance water for environmental use. 
The program is a component of the Water for the Future 
initiative, preparing Australia for a future with less water.

Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure Program
The component of Water for the Future that provides 
funding investments for improving the efficiency and 
productivity of water use and management.

www.fsc.gov.au
www.environment.gov.au/water/agriculture/index.html
www.environment.gov.au/water/agriculture/index.html
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Water Access Entitlement
A perpetual or ongoing entitlement, by or under a law of a 
State, to exclusive access to a share of the water resources of 
a water resource plan area.

Water Delivery Infrastructure
Infrastructure, including channels or pipes, used to convey 
water either under gravity or pressure, from a source, 
typically regulated river system through customers service 
points to customer properties.

Water Delivery Right
A right to have water delivered by an Irrigation 
Infrastructure Operator.

Water for the Future
An Australian Government initiative aimed at preparing 
Australia for a future with less water and to secure the long 
term water supply of all Australians.



 

 

Attachment A  

Decommissioning and Reconfiguration Plan Information Requirements for 
the Assessment of Stage Two Applications 

 

 
General Information 

 
Project Description   Introductory and background documentation describing the 

proposed project including information on project objectives and 
proposed changes to existing system/s including details of alternative 
stock and domestic systems if required. Provide photographs of 
infrastructure to be decommissioned.  
 

 
Engineering 

 
Pre-construction  Identify and describe all project planning, site investigations, 

data gathering activities, design and/or documentation of the on-ground 
works, issues to be addressed to inform subsequent 
activities. 
 

 
Specification of on-ground Define and describe the nature and extent of on-ground works 
and Construction Methods and phases of site works in each category from start to finish. 

 
 
Construction Costs   Determine and compile all components of construction costs in 

an itemised and transparent manner including the basis of costs 
of all on-ground works. 

 
 
Project Program   Develop a realistic time plan incorporating each component of 

work identified and provide a logical sequence and linking of 
project activities including milestones, approvals, hold points. 

 
 
Project Management Activities Details on all project management and supporting activities for 

the site works including preparation of documentation, 
verification of completion to required standards. 
 

 
Planning and Environment 

 
Planning and Stakeholder Information which describes proposed consultation or 
Engagement   engagement processes, demonstrating that all stakeholders 

have been identified and that approvals processes/requirements 
have been considered. 

 
 
Environmental Assessment Information which demonstrates that statutory planning and 
and Management  environmental requirements have been identified and details on 

how these requirements will be met. 
 

  



 

 

 
Value for Money 

 
Cost Analysis    Details on total project costs including the basis for all costs 

related to pre-construction activities, project management and 
 corporate costs. Details on procurement arrangements for 
 sub contractors to deliver the project. 
 

 
Risk Assessment 

 
Risk Management Plan  Provide a risk management plan for the proposed project, including a 

description of how the risks will be managed. Should the application 
be successful, a risk management plan during the construction phase 
and on project completion will be required.  

 

 



 
Attachment B  

Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling Basin 
Program  

Water Information Form 
ATTACH YOUR LICENCE OR CERTIFIED COPY TO THIS FORM  

 

Entitlement Owner’s Details  

 

Entitlement Owner’s Full Name 

 
Please complete for each Owner listed on 
Entitlement 

 

Title               First Name                    Surname 

Entitlement Owner’s Address  

 

 

Contact Number Home: 

Work: 

Mobile: 

Email: 

ABN (or ACN)  

 

Entitlement Owner’s Solicitor  

 

Entitlement Owner’s Solicitor Contact 
Details 

 

 

 

Is the seller trustee of a trust? 

 

YES / NO 

If yes, please provide the name and details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Water Access Entitlement 
Details 

Please complete details for each entitlement you are selling as 
part of this Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-
Darling Basin Program application 

Entitlement type 1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Entitlement Reference number  1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Entitlement volume 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

Water source 1. 

 

2. 

 

Irrigation District and State 1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Water Authority 1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Encumbrance on the Entitlement YES / NO 

If yes, please provide details 

 

 

 



Term Transfer YES / NO 

 

If yes, please provide details 

 

Associated works licence 

reference(s) 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Associated use licence 

reference(s) 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

Does this include any surface water 
access entitlements that were not held 
before the program guidelines were 
publicly released on 13 February 2013. 
If yes, please provide the entitlement 
reference number and volume. 

YES / NO 

 

Seller’s Consent to search Licence Number 

Seller’s Consent to search Licence (Entitlement) Number(s):_____________________________________ 

The seller consents to the relevant water authority/manager supplying the department or its solicitor with 
any necessary information relating to the afore mentioned water licence(s) for the sole purpose of preparing 
and exchanging a contract or funding agreement for the purchase of this water access entitlement, 
completing the sale and registering the Commonwealth’s interest in the water access entitlement.  This 
authority will cease at either completion of the contract for sale of water access entitlement(s) or on a date 
twelve (12) months from the date of this authority or at such time as we advise the water authority in 
writing, whichever comes first.  The water access entitlement information may include, but is not limited 
to: 

• the number and security of water access entitlements held by the seller 

• the ownership of the water access entitlement 

• any associated landholdings and associated title references 

• any water usage, temporary transfers and allocation held by or accruing to the water access 
entitlement 

• any recorded third party interest in the water access entitlement 

• any water deficit owned by the seller 

• any financial or other liabilities associated with the water access entitlement 

• copies of any notices that may have been served on the seller 

 



Include the FULL NAMES AND SIGNATURES OF EVERY SELLER WHOSE NAME APPEARS ON 
THE WATER LICENCE, OR EQUIVALENT PROOF OF OWNERSHIP. 
*Add further names if there are more than three names on the Water Licence, or equivalent proof of ownership. 

 

Full Name: Signature: Date: 

Full Name: Signature: Date: 

Full Name: Signature: Date: 

 

For a COMPANY OR CORPORATION, include the full name of the company or corporation, and unless a 
sole director, the names and signatures of at least two directors 

 
COMPANY NAME:  

Full Name and Title 

 

Signature: Date: 

Full Name and Title 

 

Signature: Date: 

Full Name and Title 

 

Signature: Date: 

Any agent, broker or solicitor acting on behalf of a seller is required to complete the following: 

I, Mr/Mrs/Ms ____________________________ of _______________________________ 
                                         NAME                                                                                           COMPANY 

have been instructed by the seller to submit this application to SEWPaC with the details as listed, and I 
have confirmed with my client that they have not put an application in with any other agent. 

Signature: ________________________________  Date: _____________________________________ 

 

 



 
Strategic Sub-System Reconfiguration in the Murray-Darling Basin Program

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities  
GPO Box 787 

CANBERRA ACT 2601

www.environment.gov.au/water/policy-programs/entitlement-purchasing/sub-system-reconfiguration.html
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