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Fact sheet 

Certain Inputs to Manufacture 
(CIM) 

Application Process 
When applying for the Certain Inputs to 

Manufacture (CIM) scheme, the applicant needs to 

submit:  

• the CIM application form and 

• Industry Capability Network (ICN) advice - 

identify all the possible local manufacturers of 

substitutable goods or if appropriate the 

applicant should: 

• contact the industry association representing 

Australian producers of the good intended to be 

imported and for which a CIM concession is 

being sought ; and 

• provide evidence that the applicant has 

approached all local manufacturers with 

specific design requirements for the specific 

end product to see if they are capable of 

manufacturing the specific end product 

Possible outcomes from this are: 

1. Local manufactures of the substitutable raw 

materials say that none of the goods they 

manufacture is capable of producing the 

nominated specific end products which meet 

the specific design requirements: or 

2. Local manufacturer can demonstrate that the 

goods they manufacture are producing the 

nominated specific end products which meet 

the specific design requirements: or  

3. The local manufacturer of the substitutable 

material is capable of producing the 

nominated specific end products which meet 

the specific design requirements, but the 

substitutable material is not currently being 

used to produce those end products. 

 

If the outcome is 1, the applicant will provide this 

evidence from the local manufacturers with their 

application. 

If the outcome is 2 or 3, the applicant must provide 

objective data and form a reasonable argument for 

the Delegate that supports the case that the 

imported materials have a substantial and 

demonstrable performance advantage in the 

production of the specific end product nominated 

in the application over substitutable materials  

produced in Australia. 

 AusIndustry will approach the local manufacturers 

who claim that they manufacture substitutable 

goods that are producing or that are capable of 

producing the nominated specific end product, and 

seek their response to the applicant’s argument. 

AusIndustry may also supply the information 

provided by the applicant and the local 

manufacturer to a third-party independent 

technical assessor for an opinion. 

The principal means of assessing the degree of 

significant and demonstrable performance 

advantage when an application is contested is by 

means of an independent technical assessment 

that must accompany each application. In forming 

its argument the applicant should address the 

following factors: 

• That the material for which the application is 

being made offers greater production 

efficiency, including reduced processing time, 

fewer production steps, lower capital costs, 

lower operating costs, improved yield and 

reduced energy usage during the 

manufacturing process resulting in the 

production of the nominated specific end 

product; 

• Superior physical or chemical properties, 

including improved strength, durability or 
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flexibility relevant to the production of the 

nominated specific end product; 

• Compliance with Australian or international 

standards; and 

• Any other pertinent characteristics that 

demonstrate a significant commercial 

advantage (other than relative cost) in 

producing the specific end product when 

compared with suitable Australian-made 

materials. 

Assessment Process 
Once the application has been submitted, 

AusIndustry will review all the supporting 

evidence. If the local manufacturer of raw material 

concedes that their locally made materials are not 

capable of producing a product which meets the 

specific design requirements for the specific end 

product, AusIndustry will process the application 

for the Delegate’s decision. 

If the local manufacturer of raw materials contests 

the applicant’s argument, AusIndustry will provide 

the Delegate with the applicant’s case and the 

local manufacturer’s response and in some cases 

an independent technical assessor’s opinion. This 

information will assist the Delegate in forming an 

opinion on whether to issue a determination. 

AusIndustry contact for CIM 
Scheme 
The Program Manager, 

Policy By-laws  

GPO Box 9839  

CANBERRA ACT 2601  

Ph: 02 6276 1568 

Email: CIM.CIM@innovation.gov.au  

Website: www.ausindustry.gov.au 

Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au  

Hotline: 13 28 46 

 


	0BCertain Inputs to Manufacture (CIM)
	1BApplication Process
	4BPossible outcomes from this are:

	2BAssessment Process
	3BAusIndustry contact for CIM Scheme


