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MTPConnect PROJECT FUND PROGRAM   

MTPConnect is charged by the Australian Government with driving innovation and growth in the 
medical technology, biotechnology and pharmaceutical (MTP)sector. With the MTP sector on 
the cusp of realising its full commercial potential, MTPConnect is kickstarting collaborative, 
industry-led projects through a dollar-for-dollar matched Project Fund Program. 

 

Over the next two years, we are investing in big, bold ideas to improve the productivity, 
competitiveness and innovative capacity of the MTP sector. We want to deliver results on a 
national scale that have sector-wide impact, including for SMEs. 

 

Consortia large and small are invited to creatively address barriers to growth in the MTP sector, 
as outlined in our 10-year Sector Competitiveness Plan, to share in a remaining funding pool of 
$8.2 million. 

 

Expressions of Interest (EOI) in the form of a maximum of 10-page proposals are sought by 31 
August 2017, with successful projects announced approximately 8 weeks later. This is your 
chance to collaborate and take the lead in driving Australia’s MTP sector to the next level. 

 

SELECTION CRITERIA AND EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  
  

A.  Overview of the Process:  
Calls for expressions of interest (‘EOI’) for projects involving multiple collaborative industry 

partners (a ‘Consortium’) that addresses one or more of the constraints within the sector or the 

objectives of the Growth Centre and will boost the competitiveness and productivity of 

Australia’s medical technology, biotechnology and pharmaceuticals sector, will be made by 

MTPConnect as funds become available from the Commonwealth. 

 

1. In the Sector Competitiveness Plan (mtpconnect.org.au/SCP) MTPConnect identify seven 

‘Sector Growth Priorities’, each addressing specific elements of the MTP value chain. 

They are: 

1. Identify and promote Knowledge Priorities focused on current and future market needs. 
2. Create a highly productive commercialisation environment from research to early clinical 
trials and proof-of-concept. 
3. Transform the SME sub-sector to support the growth of smaller companies into larger, more 
stable and successful companies. 
4. Strengthen Australia as an attractive clinical trial research destination. 
5. Support the development of digitally enabled MTP solutions: devices and data analytics. 

http://www.mtpconnect.org.au/SCP
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6. Position Australia as the preferred partner for emerging Asian markets. 
7. Support advanced manufacturing as a part of the broader Australian innovation ecosystem. 

2. Key requirements for a Consortium for a MTPConnect Project Fund grant are:  

(a) Involvement of multiple partners across industry and the research community 

with a minimum of two independent businesses in the Consortium. Consortium 

members must carry on business in Australia, or principally in Australia.  

(b) Consortium members should be committed to the project prior to the submission 

of the EOI. 

(c) A minimum of $1:$1 matched cash contribution by the Consortium, where the 

cash must come from the Consortium members.  

Contributions from Government Agencies, whether they are Federal and/or State 

(‘other Government Source contributions’), must not be counted as part of the 

matched Consortium cash contribution. Such other Government Source 

contributions must themselves be matched by the consortium with at least equal 

cash contributions.  (For example, if a MTPConnect Project Fund grant is for 

$600,000, and other Government Source contributions is $200,000 then the 

Consortium must make a cash contribution of $800,000). 

(d) The minimum grant is $100,000, however MTPConnect expects to support a 

range of significant projects in this funding round. 

(e) Funds disbursed per successful project will be dependent upon the quality of the 

EOI, the amount of funding sought and the funds available from the 

Commonwealth. A reduced grant may be offered. 

(f) Each Consortium must provide a case study reporting on what has been learned 

through the project when requested by MTPConnect. Annual reporting of the 

benefits of the project for three years post completion of the project must also 

be provided to MTPConnect.  

(g) Each Consortium Lead will be required to sign a funding contract with 

MTPConnect and separately with their Consortium Members. A template of the 

MTPConnect Project Funding contract is available at mtpconnect.org.au.  This 

includes non-negotiable requirements from MTPConnect’s Commonwealth 

funding. 

3. The ’Selection Panel’ will be made up of a number of MTPConnect Board along with 

sector experts.  They will review the list of applications who have met the Eligibility 

Criteria referred to below, review the content of the Consortium’s EOI form and the 

availability of funds from the Commonwealth each year. 

4. Successful Consortium applicants will be notified and will be required to enter contracts 

with MTPConnect before being entitled to payment of Project Fund grants.  Grants will 

be payable by instalments, in arrears, as determined by MTPConnect; these will be 

specified in the funding contract prior to the project start. 

5. Projects will be reported as per the Growth Centre reporting requirements and 

agreements and any other requirements to be determined by MTPConnect, including 

media promotion. 
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B.  Eligibility Criteria  
1. Compliance with Overview of the Process paragraphs A1 and A2 above.  

2. Consortiums must clearly demonstrate at least one MTP sector barrier they are unable 

to resolve with their individual internal capabilities and show a link between the barrier 

and their proposed project. 

3. MTPConnect will only fund collaborative partnerships involving multiple industry players 

across the medical technologies, biotechnologies and pharmaceutical value chain. The 

Consortium must include at least two independent organisations (i.e. companies or 

other independent legal entities carrying on business in Australia or principally in 

Australia), who should be from different states, and should also include any one or more 

of the following: research organisations, universities, Government and other agencies or 

associations. Overseas companies are eligible. 

4. The Consortium should represent a national collaboration and the project should have a 

national benefit for Australia, with the results available to the whole MTP sector as far as 

possible. 

5. Project Funds may be used to pay for the construction, renovation or extension of 

facilities such as buildings or laboratories, but only where the primary purpose of those 

facilities is to achieve the outcomes of a Project. It is expected that any such facilities 

would provide benefits to the Australian wider industry sector beyond the Consortium 

(eg a facility that could be accessed by other businesses in the sector to test or pilot new 

or improved processes).  

6. Consortiums agree that project outcomes will be shared publicly through a Case Study 

Report - taking into account competitive needs. The content of the Case Study Report 

required by MTPConnect is an overview of the type of challenge, the approach, 

solution/learnings and the planned benefits and general findings observed in the project.  

Provision of this report will be a condition of funding and will be detailed in the funding 

contract prior to the project start. 

7. Consortiums also agree to provide MTPConnect with an In Confidence Report. The In 

Confidence Report is to contain ‘in confidence’ information relating to Project processes, 

learnings, trainings and outcomes and must describe the nature and application of any 

Project IP. If Background IP and/or Third Party IP are incorporated or relevant to Project 

Outcomes, the nature and application of Background IP and Third Party IP must also be 

incorporated in the In Confidence Report. It is a mandatory requirement that the In 

Confidence Report be available for MTPConnect’s research purposes and for ‘in 

confidence’ disclosure to the Commonwealth Department of Industry, Innovation and 

Science (Department).  

8. To support transparency in the use of Grant Funds, MTPConnect will be required to 

publish on the MTPConnect website the details of a Project supported by Project Funds 

no later than 14 days after the first expenditure of the Project Funds on the Project.  The 

published information must include: A description of the Project and an overview of how 

the Project meets the objectives of MTPConnect and the objectives of the MTPConnect 

Project Fund; A list of the Project participants; The total of government funding for the 

Project; and the total industry contributions for the Project.  These will be specified in 

the funding contract prior to the project start. 
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9. MTPConnect and the Department may publicly announce the consortium who have 

received Project Funding, once MTPConnect’s decision has been made.  To assist with 

this a summary page of the project should be included in the projects EOI.  A template 

for this is included in the EOI application form. 

 
C.  Intellectual Property (IP)  
1. MTPConnect adopts a simple and Consortium-friendly IP model, as follows: 

(a) MTPConnect seeks no ownership interest in any IP relating to the Consortium 

and the Project; 

(b) MTPConnect and the Commonwealth require a non-exclusive licence to any IP in 

reports and materials delivered to them, for non-commercial use and non-

confidential publicity purposes.  

2. If the Consortium or the research organisation named in the Consortium’s EOI have 

existing IP or if there is third party IP which will be used in respect of the Project, the 

nature and ownership of that IP and any relevant third party IP permissions should be 

identified in the EOI.  

3. The Consortium is required to identify in its EOI the nature of Project IP which may be 
created and how it would be used to benefit productivity and competitiveness of the 
sector. 

 

D.  Exclusions to Funding 
Basic research or discovery is not eligible to be funded as part of this grant.  This funding 

cannot be used to advance an individual companies product or service, it is to fund 

projects to improve the productivity, competitiveness and innovative capacity of the 

MTP sector. 

 

E.  Researcher Eligibility  
The Consortium partner completing the research component or work can be either a 

public or private entity but needs to be an established, incorporated company. 

 

F.   Timescales 
Submission deadline for FY 2017:  31st August 2017 

Successful projects approved:  Anticipated 25th October 2017  

 

NB – this is not a legal contract but seeks to set out guidelines for submitting EOIs. All EOI 
project submissions will be reviewed against these criteria and no project will commence 
without funding contracts in place.   
MTPConnect reserves the right to amend the Selection Criteria and Expression of Interest at any 
time (any such amendments to comply with Commonwealth Program Guidelines applicable to 
the Project Fund).  
 

Questions and EOI applications should be directed to: 

Elizabeth Stares, Director – Special Projects, MTPConnect. 
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Email : elizabeth.stares@mtpconnect.org.au  Phone : +61 402 537 462 

 

Project Overview and Selection Criteria  
 

 MTPConnect may contact the applicant to request additional information on sections of 

this application if clarification is required.   

 Remove the above guidelines from the submitted document. 

 Applicants are encouraged to speak to MTPConnect before preparing their EOI. 

 The EOI should be a maximum of 10 pages, submitted by email as a PDF document. 

 Any additional documentation, such as business plans and letters of support will not be 

submitted to the evaluators – include all applicable information in the 10-page EOI. 

1. Project summary  
This section will be used for promotion and media coverage if the application is successful. 
 

Project Lead Entity  

Project Name / Title  

Lead contact person 
(Communication for application 
questions and notification of outcome) 

 

Lead contact phone 
number 

 

Lead contact email  

Media Contact person 
(Communication for media details, 
launch and project publicity for whole 
consortium) 

 

Media Contact phone 
number 

 

Media Contact email  

Project summary  
(approx. 50 words) 

 

Area of Focus / SCP 
priority 

 

Length of project 
(months) 

 

MTPConnect Grant 
request 

 

Industry contribution 
offered 

 

Other Government 
contributions 

 

More details, including 
benefit to MTP Sector, 
major milestones and 
deliverables. 

 

mailto:elizabeth.stares@mtpconnect.org.au
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(approx. 300 words for media use) 

Proposed Start date  

Proposed End date  

Consortium members Country / State of most active office. 

  

  

2. Consortium Members/Applicants’ details   
 

Name of Consortium 
Lead/Applicant 1 

  

  

Applicant 1 – principal 

contact details:  

Contact name:  

Company Position:  

Email: 

Phone number:  

Company Address:  

 

Name of Consortium  

Member/Applicant 2   

  

 

   

Name of Consortium  

Member/Applicant 3   
(add other applicants as required) 

 

  

   

Research Entity contact 

details:  
Confirmation to be provided later 

that it is an established, 

incorporated entity. 

Contact Name:  

Company / Entity:  

 

Where do the Applicants 
carry on business?  
State / Country 

  

Description of 

Applicants’ current 

business/es:  
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3.  Project Description and Overview  
  

Project Description   

MTPConnect objective / Sector 

constraint / barrier to be 

addressed. 

 

What are the Project’s major 

activities, milestones and 

outcomes? 

 

How will the project boost the 

competitiveness or productivity 

of Australia’s MTP Sector? 

 

 

How will the Project deliver 

national and sector wide impact?  
(i.e. benefits to the wider sector beyond the 

project participants, including to other small 

and medium enterprises) 

 

Who / Where are the major 

competitors to this Project?  How 

does this project solve the 

constraints / barriers in a better 

way? 

 

IP Generation and use. Is any IP expected to be generated as a result of the project? If so, advise the nature of Project IP 
which may be created and how it would be used to benefit productivity and competitiveness of the 
sector. 

Background Intellectual Property  Do the companies or research organisation have existing Intellectual Property (IP) which will be 
used in respect of the Project? If so, advise the nature of that IP and who owns the IP.  

Third Party IP  Will any Third Party IP be required to carry out the Project? If so specify the nature of the IP and 
confirm that the Consortium has or will obtain the third party’s agreement to use that IP.  
  

Detail any training commitment 

within the project. 

Both internal or external to the Consortium. 

Project Risks  

Describe project risks using the table below, detailing the controls developed to mitigate them, including IP, 
regulatory, competition and management risks. 
 

Risk Severity 
(1=low 
10=high) 

Likelihood 
(1=low 
10=high) 

Mitigation strategy 

    



      | Page 8 of 8 
 

    

    

    
 

Project  

Milestones/Deliverables  

  
*  The In Confidence Report and Case Study 
Report submission date must not be more 
than 2 months after completion of the 
Project.   

 

1.   Project Start date (dd/mm/yy) 

2.   Deliverable / Milestone 1 and date 

3. Deliverable / Milestone 2, 3, 4  etc…. and date 

4. Project completion date (dd/mm/yy)  

5. In Confidence Report and Case Study Report submission date*  

(dd/mm/yy)  

6. Annual Benefit Report Year 1 (dd/mm/yy)  

7. Annual Benefit Report Year 2 (dd/mm/yy)  

8. Annual Benefit Report Year 3 (dd/mm/yy)  

Capital items, if any, needed for 

Project (included in estimated total project 

cost) 

 

Financial / cash contributions  

(B+C <= A)  

(A) Consortium 

cash contribution  

 

(B)  MTPConnect grant 

amount sought 

(C)  Other  

Government Source 

contributions (if any)  

 $   $  $  

 


