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1. Introduction 

These guidelines set out the funding rules for the Global Innovation Linkages programme (the 

programme) for all applicants. The programme aligns with the requirements of the Commonwealth 

Grants Rules and Guidelines. 

The Department of Industry, Innovation and Science (the department) is responsible for 

administering the programme. The programme was announced as part of the National Innovation 

and Science agenda and will operate from 2016. This is an ongoing programme with an initial 

funding allocation of $18 million to 2020-21. Application rounds are expected to be held once every 

two years. 

We will publish opening and closing dates of any application rounds and other information relevant 

to the funding round, including the government priorities and priority economies applicable to the 

round, on business.gov.au.  

Definitions of key terms used in these guidelines are in Appendix A. 

You should read this document carefully before filling out an application. 

2. Programme overview 

The programme provides funding to assist Australian businesses and researchers to collaborate 

with global partners on strategically focused, leading-edge research and development projects. The 

programme will support projects focussed on developing high quality products, services or 

processes that will respond to industry challenges. 

The funding aims to support the Australian Government’s commitment to: 

 supporting innovation, science, and commercialisation 

 increasing collaboration between industry, including small and medium enterprise (SME), and 

other end users and the research sector 

 enabling growth and productivity for globally competitive industries 

 working with priority economies to progress mutually beneficial innovation outcomes. 

The programme objectives are to: 

 build linkages with priority economies to enable Australia to improve research and business 

performance, and access international supply chains and global markets 

 contribute to improving the competitiveness, productivity and sustainability of Australian and 

priority economies in line with government priorities 

 foster high quality solutions to identified end user challenges through international collaborative 

research partnerships between industry entities, research organisations and global partners 

 encourage and facilitate SME participation in collaborative research.  

The programme’s intended outcomes are: 

 quality collaborative partnerships with leading global partners and ongoing industry-research 

sector collaborations 

 international collaborative innovation outcomes relevant to government priorities as measured 

by, for example, patents registered and applications for financing 

 Australian SME participation in collaborative research 

 increased research skills in industry and industry capability in research. 
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3. Grant amount and grant period 

The maximum grant funding amount per project is AU$1 million (exclusive of GST). The maximum 

grant period is four years.  

You can only spend grant funds on eligible expenditure as set out in Appendix B.   

The grant funding amount will be fixed in Australian dollars. We will not increase grant funding for 

cost increases including currency fluctuations. 

Project partners of a successful application must at least match grant funds received under the 

programme with cash and/or in-kind contributions for eligible project activities conducted by 

Australian partners.  

Global partners must contribute to the project and support their own project activities. Grant funding 

cannot be used to fund activities of global partners. 

We treat proposed cash and in-kind resources from applicants equally for determining the 

‘matching’ contributions against the grant funding. 

Only applications of exceptional merit will be awarded the maximum grant amount of AU$1 million. 

The Minister may also determine that funding from this programme will be provided to support a 

project which is of a larger scale and larger value, to support international business linkages in 

accordance with government to government agreements. 

4. Eligibility criteria 

4.1 Who is eligible? 

To be eligible for grant funding you must apply as a lead participant on behalf of participants who 

have agreed to collaborate to undertake eligible activities (section 4.3).  

To be a lead participant you must have an ABN and must be: 

 an Australian industry entity or  

 an Australian research organisation. 

The project partners must include at least:  

 one Australian industry entity and 

 one Australian research organisation and 

 one global partner from a priority economy.  

If you have been a lead participant, Australian partner or global partner in a separate project 

receiving grant funding you may still be eligible to apply or collaborate in a new project. However 

you will not be eligible where the proposed activity in the new application, duplicates a project 

awarded grant funding. Activities may draw on the results of a previously funded project.   

Australian partners must not be named by the Affirmative Action Agency as an organisation that 

has not complied with the Workplace Gender Equality Act 2012 (Cth). 

Australian partners, global partners and sub-contractors must not be named on the World Bank 

Listing of Ineligible Firms & Individuals
1
. 

                                                   

1
 

http://web.worldbank.org/external/default/main?theSitePK=84266&contentMDK=64069844&menuPK=116730&pageP

K=64148989&piPK=64148984  
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4.2 Eligible applications 

To be eligible for grant funding, your application must: 

 be submitted to us by the closing date and answer all mandatory questions and attach all 

documents as specified in the application form 

 include eligible activities (see section 4.3) and eligible expenditure (see section 4.4) 

 seek funding for a project in a priority area as identified in the application round 

 provide a project funding strategy for the Australian project activities, including evidence of the 

matched funding and/or in-kind contributions from participants 

 provide an outline of the global partners’ project activities including their anticipated funding.  

The Programme Delegate may limit the number of applications that an organisation may submit in 

an application round. We will publish information about application rounds on business.gov.au. 

4.3 Eligible activities 

Eligible activities must be directly related to the project and can include: 

 joint industry research projects with Australian partners and global partners 

 conferences, workshops, symposia related to the joint research 

 exchanges and secondments of personnel between Australia and priority economies for 

purposes related to the joint research 

 new research–related information sharing and communication initiatives related to the joint 

research 

 clinical trials 

 proof of concept activities  

 pre-commercialisation of research outcomes 

 work with one or more Growth Centres to develop research outcomes that meet the strategic 

priorities identified by industry participants. 

4.4 Eligible expenditure 

We will only provide grant funding for eligible expenditure directly related to an approved project.  

 For guidelines on eligible expenditure, see Appendix B. 

 For guidelines on ineligible expenditure, see Appendix C. 

We may update the guidelines on eligible and ineligible expenditure from time to time. If your 

application is successful, the version that applies to your project will be the version that is current 

when your grant agreement is signed (by both the Commonwealth Government and the lead 

participant).  

5. The merit criteria you need to address 

To be competitive, you will need to address each merit criterion in your application. The application 

form asks questions that relate to the merit criteria below. The amount of detail and supporting 

evidence you provide in your application should be commensurate with the project size, complexity 

and funding amount requested. The application form details word limits, mandatory attachments 

and other requirements. 
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5.1 Merit Criterion 1 

The expected economic outcomes to be delivered by the project (30 points). 

a. an identified  industry challenge (or challenges) to be addressed by the project based on 

industry consultation 

b. specific project outcomes that address the identified challenge  

c. clear impacts and economic benefits that the project outcomes will generate in Australia and 

partner economy 

d. a defined path to commercialise or use the project outcomes.  

5.2 Merit Criterion 2 

The value for money offered by the project (30 points). 

a. a demonstrated need for funding – explain the impacts on the project if the application for grant 

funding is not successful. Will the project go ahead without the grant and if not, why not?  

b. the extent to which the project will strengthen or build new long-term collaboration with priority 

economies and strategic alliances between researchers and industry. 

c. the extent to which the project will promote access to and participation by Australian 

researchers in high quality, strategically focused leading edge, international science, research 

and technology. 

d. the total value of investment leveraged from this project – include cash and in-kind 

contributions from Australian partners and global partners, including any grant funding from 

other foreign government programmes. 

5.3 Merit Criterion 3 

Demonstrated capacity and capability to carry out the project (20 points). 

a. a governance model for the project that articulates participant roles and responsibilities, 

reporting arrangements, decision processes, risk management and appropriate IP 

management strategy.  

b. project partners can demonstrate appropriate domain expertise 

c. key staff have the capacity and capability to successfully implement and undertake the project: 

 Who are the key management and technical staff involved in the project? 

 What is the experience of the project team in successfully delivering similar projects? 

 Will the participants have access to the required, intellectual property, technology and 

facilities? 

d. a detailed project plan including key activities and milestones and budget. 

5.4 Merit Criterion 4 

Expected national benefits (20 points). 

a. the extent to which the proposal aligns with government priorities 

b. the degree to which the project is likely to foster high quality research outcomes relevant to the 

challenges 

c. the extent of SME participation 
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d. the likelihood of the project generating beneficial IP for Australian partners and other 

arrangements and publications  

e. anticipated spill-over effects (e.g. economic, environmental, health and social). 

6. How to apply 

Prior to applying you should read and understand these guidelines and the online application form 

and the grant agreement. View the grant agreement at business.gov.au. 

You can only submit an application during an application round. We will publish the opening and 

closing date for each round on business.gov.au. 

To apply, you must: 

 complete the online Global Innovation Linkages application form on business.gov.au 

 provide all the information that is needed for us to assess your application 

 address all eligibility and merit criteria, ensuring each requirement has been considered 

 ensure all mandatory attachments are included. 

You are responsible for ensuring your application is complete and accurate. We will investigate 

false or misleading information and may exclude your application from consideration. If you 

discover an error in your application after submission you should contact us immediately via the 

contact centre on 13 28 46. 

We may request clarification or additional information from you that does not alter the substance of 

an application in response to an omission or error. However we are not bound to accept any 

additional information, or requests to change submissions, from you after the application closing 

time.  

If you require further guidance around the application process or if you are unable to submit online 

contact us at business.gov.au or call the contact centre on 13 28 46. 

7. How we assess your application (selection 
process) 

We will first assess your application against the eligibility criteria. Only eligible applications will 

proceed to the merit assessment stage. 

We will then refer them to an independent advisory committee (the Committee) to provide advice 

on the relative merits of eligible applications. The Committee will include experts in industries and 

technologies relevant to each particular application round. 

The Committee may seek additional advice from other technical experts. 

The Committee will assess your application against the merit criteria and compare it to other 

eligible applications. In order for the Committee to recommend your application it must be ranked 

highly against each merit criterion. While the Committee assesses all applications against the same 

merit criteria, it will assess your application relative to others based on the project size, complexity 

and grant funding amount requested. The Committee will also take into account the spread of 

support across priority areas and economies. 

7.1 Final decision 

The Programme Delegate decides which grants to approve taking into account the 

recommendations of the Committee and the availability of grant funds. The Programme Delegate is 

the AusIndustry general manager who is responsible for administering the programme. 
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If you are successful, you will receive a written offer. 

If you are unsuccessful, we will notify you in writing and give you an opportunity to discuss the 

outcome with us. You can submit a new application for the same project (or a similar project) in any 

future application rounds. You should include new or more information to address the weaknesses 

identified in the previous application.  

The Programme Delegate’s decision is final in all matters, including: 

 the approval of applications for funding 

 the Grant Funding amount to be awarded 

 the terms and conditions of funding.  

We cannot review decisions. 

8. If your application is successful 

8.1 Grant agreement  

You must enter into a grant agreement with the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science, 

acting on behalf of the Commonwealth. A sample grant agreement is available on business.gov.au.  

You will have 60 days from the date of offer to execute a grant agreement with the Commonwealth 

(‘execute’ means both you and the Commonwealth have signed the agreement). During this time 

we will work with you to finalise details. We may withdraw the offer if both parties do not execute 

the grant agreement within this time. Under certain circumstances we may extend this period. 

We will not make any grant payments until there is an executed grant agreement in place. We are 

not responsible for any expenditure until a grant agreement is in place.  

You may secure additional participants or may substitute participants during the period of the grant 

agreement, subject to the conditions of the grant agreement. Participants are not required to 

commit for the full funding period. 

There may be specific conditions attached to the funding approval as a result of the assessment 

process or other considerations made by the Programme Delegate. We will identify these in the 

offer of funding including how and when they need to be met.  

If you enter a grant agreement under the programme, you cannot receive grants for the same 

project under any other Commonwealth state or territory granting programmes. 

Your agreement with participants must verify cash and in-kind support. 

You will need to report against participant contributions (both cash and in-kind) that have been 

received each year during milestone reporting. 

The Commonwealth may recover grant funds if there is a breach of the grant agreement. 

8.2 How the grant will be paid 

The grant agreement will state the: 

 maximum grant funding amount to be paid 

 cash and in-kind contribution of participants to the activities 

We will not exceed the maximum grant amount under any circumstances. If the project incurs extra 

eligible expenditure, the participants must meet it without additional grant funding. 

The grant agreement will specify the payment schedule and milestones necessary to receive 

payments. 
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8.3  How we monitor your project 

We will monitor the progress of your project by assessing reports you submit.  

You must submit progress and financial reports in accordance with the grant agreement. These 

reports will include your progress against: 

 agreed project milestones 

 contributions of participants directly related to the project 

 eligible expenditure of grant funds. 

The amount of detail you provide in your reports should be commensurate with the project size, 

complexity and grant funding amount. We will provide you with templates during the grant 

agreement process. 

We will assess your report and may conduct site visits. 

8.4 Project variations 

We recognise that unexpected events may affect project progress. In these circumstances, you can 

request a project variation, including: 

 changing project milestones and activities 

 changes in partnership arrangements 

 changes in the lead participant 

 changes to dealing with project IP 

 changes to personnel 

Note the programme does not allow for an increase to the amount of grant funds determined by the 

Programme Delegate. 

If you want to propose changes to the grant agreement, you must put them in writing before the 

grant agreement end date. 

We will not consider changes after the grant agreement end date. 

If a delay in the project results in milestone achievement and payment dates moving to a different 

financial year, you will need a variation to the grant agreement. We can only move grant funds 

between financial years if there is enough programme funding in the relevant year to accommodate 

the revised payment schedule. 

You should not assume that a variation request will be successful. We will consider the request in 

the context of factors such as: 

 impacts on the project outcome 

 changes to the timing of grant payments 

 availability of programme funds. 

8.5 Programme evaluation 

We may conduct an evaluation of the programme to determine the extent to which the funded 

activity is contributing to the objectives and outcomes of the programme. We may use information 

from your application and project reports. We may also interview you, or ask you for more 

information to help us understand how the grant impacted the grantees and to evaluate how 

effective the programme was in achieving its outcomes. 
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8.6 Tax obligations 

Where applicable grants are subject to the Goods and Services Tax (GST) we will increase your 

grant payments to compensate for GST if you are registered. 

Grants are assessable income for taxation purposes, unless exempted by a taxation law. We 

recommend you seek independent professional advice on your taxation obligations or seek 

assistance from the Australian Taxation Office. We do not provide advice on tax. 

On payment of grant funds we will provide you with a recipient created tax invoice (RCTI). 

9. Other things you should know 

9.1 Conflicts of interest 

For staff, Committee members, technical experts and others who help to manage, assess and 

evaluate the programme, a conflict of interest can exist if there is a conflict between: 

 their programme duties, roles and responsibilities; and  

 their private interests (where these interests could inappropriately influence the way they 

manage the programme). 

Private interests include an individual’s own personal, professional or business interests or the 

interests of individuals or groups with whom they are closely associated. This includes relatives, 

friends or other affiliations. 

A conflict of interest can be: 

 real (or actual); 

 apparent (or perceived); or 

 potential. 

A real (or actual) conflict of interest exists when a person’s private interests or their programme 

duties, roles and responsibilities could improperly influence how they manage, assess and 

evaluate the programme. 

An apparent (or perceived) conflict of interest exists where it appears or is perceived by a third 

party that someone’s private interests or their programme duties, roles and responsibilities could 

improperly influence how they manage, assess and evaluate the programme, even if a real or 

actual conflict has not, or cannot, be established. 

A potential conflict of interest exists when someone has a private interest and an actual conflict of 

interest could arise if they make any decisions related to the programme. 

9.1.1 How we manage conflicts of interest 

We manage conflicts of interest according to the APS Code of Conduct (section 13 (7) of the Public 

Service Act 1999). We publish our conflict of interest policy on the Department of Industry, 

Innovation and Science
2
 website. 

Committee members and other officials must declare any conflicts of interest. A delegated authority 

receives and retains all declarations. The delegated authority assesses all declarations to 

determine whether a conflict of interest exists and whether it is significant. In the event that a 

                                                   

2
 

http://www.industry.gov.au/AboutUs/InformationPublicationScheme/Ourpolicies/Pages/Library%20Card/ConflictofIntere

standInsideTradeExpectationsofInnovationEmployees.aspx 
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conflict of interest is identified, that individual will be advised what they must do to manage the 

conflict. For example, if a conflict of interest is a cause for concern, that official will not take part in 

the assessment of applications under the programme. 

9.2 How we use your confidential information 

We’ll use the information you give us according to Australian laws, including: 

 the Public Service Act 1999 (Cth) 

 the Public Service Regulations 1999 (Cth) 

 the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) 

 the Crimes Act 1914 (Cth) 

 the Criminal Code Act 1995 (Cth). 

We’ll treat the information you give us confidentially if it meets all of the four conditions below: 

 you clearly identify the information as confidential and explain why we should treat it as 

confidential 

 the information is commercially sensitive 

 revealing the information would cause unreasonable harm to you or someone else 

 you provide the information with an understanding that it will stay confidential. 

9.2.1 When we may reveal confidential information 

We may reveal confidential information: 

 to the Committee and other Commonwealth employees and contractors, to help us manage the 

programme effectively 

 to employees and contractors of our department, so we can research, assess, monitor and 

analyse our programmes and activities 

 to other Commonwealth, state, territory or local government agencies in programme reports 

and consultations 

 to the Auditor-General, Ombudsman or Australian Information Commissioner 

 to the responsible Minister or Parliamentary Secretary 

 to a House or a Committee of the Australian Parliament. 

We may also reveal confidential information if: 

 we are required or allowed by law to reveal it 

 you agree to the information being revealed before we reveal it, or 

 someone other than us has made the confidential information public. 

9.3 How we use your personal information 

We must treat your personal information according to the Australian Privacy Principles (APPs) and 

the Privacy Act 1988. This includes letting you know:  

 what personal information we are collecting 

 why we are collecting your personal information  

 who we will give your personal information to. 

We will collect personal information from you, and we may give the information to our employees 

and contractors, Committee, and other Commonwealth employees and contractors, so we can: 

 manage the programme 
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 research, assess, monitor and analyse our programmes and activities. 

We, or our Minister, may: 

 announce to the public the names of successful applicants  

 publish personal information on the department’s websites. 

Please read our Privacy Policy
3
 on the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science website for 

more information on: 

 what is personal information 

 how we collect, use, store and reveal your personal information 

 how you can access and correct your personal information. 

9.4 Freedom of information 

The Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act) applies to all documents we create, receive or 

store about the programme. If someone requests a document under the FOI Act, we will release it 

(though we may need to consult with you and/or other parties first) unless it meets one of the 

exemptions set out in the FOI Act. 

9.5 Intellectual Property rights 

You must provide details of Intellectual Property (IP) issues in your application form. This includes 

both the use of IP in the project and the proposed ownership rights to IP generated by the project 

as well as strategies for protecting Australia’s interests. Where IP is likely to be generated by the 

project, successful applicants will be required to conclude protocols or contracts with their 

Australian partners and global partners on the management of IP issues. These agreements 

should be in accordance with laws and regulations prevailing in Australia and priority economies 

and adhere to the following principles: 

 adequate and effective protection and equitable distribution of any benefits from IP or resulting 

directly from cooperative activities (foreground IP rights) 

 ownership of foreground IP rights to be allocated on the basis of respective contribution and 

equitable interests 

 the proportion of contributions from participants and subsequently their proportion of return 

from any income or access to IP is a matter for the participants 

 terms and conditions for the commercialisation and other forms of dissemination of the 

foreground IP rights 

 adequate and effective protection of IP rights provided by the organisations, enterprises and 

institutions prior to or in the course of such cooperative activities, for example, the licensing or 

utilisation of such IP rights on equitable terms (background IP rights). 

10. Public announcement 

The Minister may publicly announce successful projects and may include: 

 name of participants 

 title of the project 

 description of the project and its aims 

 amount of grant funding awarded 

                                                   

3
 http://www.industry.gov.au/Pages/PrivacyPolicy.aspx  
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 the name and contact details of the lead participant. 

We will also publish details of successful projects on the Department of Industry, Innovation and 

Science
4
 website as per the requirement of the Commonwealth Grants and Rules Guidelines. 

11. Enquiries and feedback 

For further information or clarification you can contact us on 13 28 46 or by web chat or through our 

online enquiry form at business.gov.au.  

Questions you ask us may form the basis of a response that we will publish on our website as 

Frequently Asked Questions. 

The AusIndustry Customer Service Charter is available at business.gov.au. AusIndustry uses 

customer satisfaction surveys to improve its business operations and service. 

If you have a complaint, call the contact centre on 13 28 46 or contact us at business.gov.au. We 

will refer your complaint to the appropriate manager. 

If you are not satisfied with the way we handle your complaint, you can contact:  

Head of Division  

AusIndustry - Business Services 

GPO Box 9839 

CANBERRA ACT 2601 

You can also contact the Commonwealth Ombudsman
5
 with your complaint (call 1300 362 072). 

There is no fee for making a complaint, and the Ombudsman may conduct an independent 

investigation. 

  

                                                   

4
 http://www.industry.gov.au/AboutUs/LegalandLegislativeReporting/Grants/Pages/default.aspx  

5
 http://www.ombudsman.gov.au/  
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Appendix A. Definitions of key terms 

In these guidelines unless the contrary intention applies: 

Applicant means an entity referred to in these guidelines that submits an application form for grant 

funding on behalf of participants. 

Application Form means the document issued by the Programme Delegate for the purposes of 

applicants applying for funding under the programme.  

AusIndustry means the divisions of the same name within the department. 

Australian Industry Entity means an Australian entity where the majority of its revenue is not 

derived from any government, capable of deploying research outputs in a commercial context; 

excluding: 

 a research organisation; and 

 entities where the primary function is administrative or to provide support services to the 

project. 

Australian Partners means Australian industry entities and research organisations which are 

participants in a project. 

Australian Research Organisation means an Australian entity undertaking research and capable 

of entering into and meeting the obligations of a Grant Agreement with the Commonwealth. This 

includes all higher education providers listed at Table A and Table B of the Higher Education 

Support Act 2003 (Cth); Cooperative Research Centres; research service providers for the 

purposes of the Research and Development Tax Incentive legislation; and Federal, State and 

Territory Government departments or agencies which undertake publicly funded research 

(including but not limited to Corporate Commonwealth Entities as defined in the Public 

Governance, Performance and Accountability Act 2013). 

Conflict of Interest means the exercise of a power or making of a decision by a person in a way 

that may be, or may be perceived to be, influenced by either a material personal interest (whether 

financial or non-financial) or a material personal association.  

Department means the Commonwealth department with responsibility for the administration of the 

programme, which at the time of publishing these guidelines is the Department of Industry, 

Innovation and Science. 

Eligible Activities means the activities undertaken by participants in relation to a project which are 

deemed eligible for grant funding support by the Programme Delegate in accordance with these 

guidelines and the grant agreement. 

Eligible Application means an application for grant funding under the programme that meets the 

criteria set out in section 4.2 of these guidelines and that the Programme Delegate has determined 

is eligible for assessment in accordance with these guidelines. 

Eligible Expenditure means the expenditure of grant funds incurred by a lead participant or 

identified participants in relation to a project and deemed eligible for funding by the Programme 

Delegate in accordance with these guidelines and the grant agreement. 

Eligible Expenditure Guidelines means guidelines formulated by the Programme Delegate, set 

out at Appendix B of these guidelines, which may be updated from time to time, for which grant 

funding may be paid under the programme. 

Global Partners means foreign entities which are participants in a project for which an application 

for grant funding is made.  
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Government Priorities means the priorities identified by the Australian Government from time to 

time with respect to the programme, as published on business.gov.au. 

Grant Agreement means a single agreement between the Commonwealth and the successful 

applicant for the receipt of a grant under the programme for the conduct of an eligible activity. 

Grant Funding or Grant Funds means the funding made available by the Commonwealth of 

Australia to successful applicants under the programme. 

Growth Centre means a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee responsible for delivering the 

Industry Growth Centres Initiative
6
. 

Indirect Support Costs of Research means costs that do not directly support an individual 

research activity including institutional overheads and administrative charges, infrastructure and 

facilities such as physical space and all the services associated with it, furniture and consumables 

that are not specific to the research activity. 

Lead Participant means the industry entity or research organisation in a collaboration responsible 

for managing the project on behalf of the collaboration.  

Minister means the Minister with responsibility for the programme, which at the time of publishing 

these guidelines is the Minister for Industry, Innovation and Science. 

Participant means the Australian partners and global partners of the project engaged in eligible 

activities and/or providing support (including essential cash or in-kind contributions) that are 

integral to the success of a project and are specifically listed in an application. 

Personal Information means the same as in the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). 

Priority Economies are those economies identified by the Department with respect to this 

programme. Further information will be provided in the Application Form issued for each round. 

Programme means the Global Innovation Linkages programme. 

Programme Delegate means an employee of the department who has been duly authorised to 

carry out the relevant functions in respect of the Programme. 

Programme Funding or Programme Funds means the funding made available by the 

Commonwealth for the programme in any given financial year, being the funding specified in the 

Portfolio Budget Statement (as varied by any Portfolio Additional Estimates Statement or by the 

Minister) for that year.  

Programme Guidelines or Guidelines means these guidelines approved by the Minister to 

provide a framework for the operation and administration of the programme, as in force from time 

to time. 

Project means a project described in an application for programme funding, which includes one or 

more eligible activities. 

Recipient means an entity that has been offered funding and has entered into a grant agreement 

with the Commonwealth in relation to the programme. 

Small and Medium Enterprise (SME) refers to businesses with less than 200 employees. 

 

                                                   

6
 http://www.business.gov.au/advice-and-support/IndustryGrowthCentres/Pages/default.aspx  
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Appendix B. Guidelines on eligible expenditure 

This section provides guidelines on the eligibility of expenditure of grant funds. We will update 

these guidelines from time to time, so you should make sure you have the current version from the 

business.gov.au website before preparing your application. 

The Programme Delegate makes the final decision on what is eligible expenditure and may issue 

additional guidance on eligible expenditure if required. The Programme Delegate may impose 

limitations or exclude, or further include some eligible expenditure listed in these guidelines in a 

grant agreement or otherwise by notice to the recipient. 

To be eligible, expenditure must: 

 be incurred by the grant recipient (or Australian participant) within the project period and for 

approved eligible activities 

 meet these eligible expenditure guidelines. 

How we verify eligible expenditure 

If your application is successful, we may ask you to verify the project budget that you provided in 

your application when negotiating your grant agreement. You may need to provide evidence for 

major cost items. 

You will need to detail and cost all in-kind contributions. In-kind costs must be directly related to 

costs of delivering the activities of the project. They can include salaries of staff for the time they 

are involved and other costs incurred for the duration of these activities.  

The grant agreement will also include details of the evidence you may need to provide when you 

achieve certain milestones in your project. This may include evidence related to eligible 

expenditure 

If requested, you will need to provide the agreed evidence along with your milestone achievement 

reports. 

You must also keep payment records of all eligible expenditure, and must be able to explain how 

the costs relate to agreed project milestones and activities. At any time, we may ask you to provide 

records of your paid expenditure. If you do not provide these records when requested, the expense 

may not qualify as eligible expenditure.  

Eligible expenditure 

Grant funds must be eligible expenditure directly related to the project. Eligible expenditure can 

include: 

 salaries for researchers and support staff, fellowships and student stipends, and direct salary 

and on-costs for Australian personnel directly employed for the project activities (on a pro-rata 

basis relative to their time commitment) 

 contractor costs 

 costs of acquiring intellectual property and technology 

 communication costs 

 staff training that directly supports the achievement of project outcomes 

 international travel and associated costs 

 financial auditing of project expenditure 

 workshops in support of the activities, knowledge transfer and capability development 
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 cost of materials consumed in testing a process or prototype, including costs incurred in 

validation, establishing efficacy, demonstration of capability, scale-up, and development of 

evidence of the stability or reproducibility of processes. 

Other specific expenditures may be eligible as determined by the Programme Delegate. 

Overseas expenditure limits 

Where grant funds are to be spent overseas, consistent with the grant agreement, such 

expenditure must significantly improve the competitiveness, productivity and sustainability of 

Australian industries, especially in line with government priorities. Grant funds cannot be spent 

overseas for the indirect support costs of research. 

Eligible activities under the programme may be conducted in Australia or overseas and may be 

conducted by the applicant’s or Australian participants’ staff, contractors or subcontractors. Eligible 

overseas activity expenditure is not capped but will be reviewed as part of the assessment process. 

In deciding whether to approve a project with large amounts of overseas expenditure the 

Programme Delegate will consider matters such as: 

 the appropriateness of carrying out activities overseas rather than in Australia 

 cost implications 

 the benefits associated with conducting the activity overseas in helping the project meet the 

programme objectives 

 the benefits for the applicant or Australian partners from the activity occurring overseas. 

Travel costs 

International travel and associated costs to global partner countries and living allowance for periods 

of time in those countries by Australian personnel directly involved in project activities are 

considered eligible expenditure, as noted above in this section. This includes postgraduate 

students (consistent with the requirements of the Australian Postgraduate Awards
7
) who are 

travelling for the purposes of the eligible activities. Travel and living allowance expenses must not 

exceed 20% of the grant funds awarded. Eligible costs are: 

1. travel costs for international economy class return airfares and domestic economy class 

transportation while overseas 

2. living allowance including accommodation and meals, during periods of time overseas 

3. visa and insurance costs associated with travel to global partner countries. 

Expenditure is limited to the reasonable cost of accommodation and transportation required to 

conduct project activities overseas. 

Specific travel costs not identified in the application are not eligible unless the Program Delegate 

approves a request from the applicant prior to the travel taking place.  

 

                                                   

7
 http://www.education.gov.au/australian-postgraduate-awards  
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Appendix C. Ineligible expenditure 

This section provides guidelines on the ineligible expenditure of Commonwealth Government grant 

funds. We will update these guidelines from time to time, so you should make sure you have the 

current version from the business.gov.au website before preparing your application. 

The Programme Delegate may impose limitations or exclude expenditure, or further include some 

ineligible expenditure listed in these guidelines in a grant agreement or otherwise by notice to you. 

You must not use grant funds for renovation or extension of buildings and facilities under any 

circumstances.  

You must not use grant funds to pay a participant for the indirect support costs of research and 

staff employed by the participant. The participant should meet such costs. 

You must not use grant funds to reimburse participants for the costs associated with existing staff 

or other resources committed by the participants to the project as in-kind contributions under the 

grant agreement. 

You must not use grant funds to fund activities of global partners. 

Ineligible expenses include: 

 activities, equipment or supplies that are already being supported through other sources 

 costs incurred prior to signing a grant agreement with the Commonwealth 

 indirect support costs of research, not listed in eligible expenses 

 costs associated with activities undertaken by the global partners, for example, travel to 

Australia, living costs in Australia, research undertaken solely by global partners’ researchers 

etc 

 institutional overheads and administrative charges 

 costs that duplicate the in-kind support from the participants in the project 

 costs associated with the internal preparation of finance and audit statements 

 capital expenditure for the purchase of assets such as office furniture and equipment, motor 

vehicles, computers, printers or photocopiers and the construction, renovation or extension of 

facilities such as buildings and laboratories 

 costs involved in the purchase or upgrade / hire of software (including user licences) and ICT 

hardware (unless it can only be used for the project) 

 costs associated with market research for products or research carried out by surveys to 

assess the size of the market and the price of a particular service or product 

 costs associated with marketing projects, i.e. activities aimed at creating demand for goods and 

services of consumers, businesses and government 

 costs such as rental, renovations and utilities 

 salaries for non-Australian personnel, including consultants 

 non-project-related staff training and development costs 

 fees for international students, or the Higher Education Contribution Scheme (HECS) and 

Higher Education Loan Programme (HELP) liabilities for students 

 insurance costs (the participants must effect and maintain adequate insurance or similar 

coverage for any liability arising as a result of its participation in funded activities) 

 staff recruitment and relocation costs 

 Australian researcher domestic travel and living allowance 
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 debt financing 

 costs of Australia’s membership of international science and technology projects 

 subscription costs for access by Australian personnel to major international research facilities 

This list is not exhaustive and applies only to the expenditure of the grant funds. Other costs may 

be ineligible where we decide that they do not directly support the achievement of the planned 

outcomes for the project or that they are contrary to the objective of the programme. The lead 

participant must ensure it has adequate funds to meet the costs of any ineligible expenditure 

associated with the project. 

The lead participant may choose to support ineligible expenses through the use of in-kind 

contributions to the project. 

 


