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Cooperative Research Centre (CRC) for Developing 
Northern Australia – Project Funding Round

General 

1. What is the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia? 

The CRC for Developing Northern Australia 
was announced as part of the White Paper on 
Developing Northern Australia. The CRC is a 
core element of the Australian Government’s 
agenda for developing the north. 

The CRC will assist businesses, governments 
and researchers to work together to identify 
opportunities for business and growth in the 
north. It will be industry led and have an initial 
focus on areas where the north has particular 
strengths, including agriculture, food and 
tropical health. It will bring together industry, 
research organisations, all northern 
jurisdictions and international partners in a 
collaborative industry-led R&D venture. 

The CRC will be based in Townsville. Further 
information on the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia is available on 
business.gov.au. 

2. How is northern Australia defined? 
The White Paper on Developing Northern 
Australia defines northern Australia as all of 
the Northern Territory and locations north of 
the Tropic of Capricorn in Western Australia 
and Queensland. 

Applications must be able to demonstrate the 
direct impact the research outocmes will have 
on industries located in northern Australia. 

3. What is the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia Project Funding 
Round? 

In advance of the establishment of the CRC for 
Developing Northern Australia, the government 
is calling for applications for short term 

collaborative research projects that will lead to 
direct impacts and improve the 
competitiveness of industries in northern 
Australia. 

This early funding round, will provide grants of 
up to $3 million over terms of up to three years 
for projects which address industry problems in 
northern Australia. 

The funding round will be administered by 
AusIndustry within the Department of Industry, 
Innovation and Science in accordance with the 
CRC Programme Guidelines. 

4. What research themes will be 
funded? 

Projects funded under the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia Project Funding Round 
must undertake research in at least one of the 
following areas: 

 Tropical Health and Medicine, including 
models of care. 

 Tropical and northern agriculture including 
animal and plant improvement and 
sustainability. 

5. What is the difference between this 
funding round and the third CRC 
Projects Round? 

The CRC for Developing Northern Australia 
Project Funding Round and CRC Projects 
selection round both support short term, 
industry led collaborative research. 

However, the CRC for Developing Northern 
Australia Project Funding Round will only 
support projects that lead to direct impacts and 
improve the competitiveness of industries in 
northern Australia. 

Projects funded under the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia Project Funding Round will 
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need to meet all other operational 
requirements as CRC Projects as described in 
the CRC Programme Guidelines. 

6. Who can apply for funding? 
Applications for the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia Project Funding Round 
must be submitted by a lead participant and 
include at least two Australian industry 
participants (including at least one SME) and 
one Australian research organisation. 

Participants do not need to be located in 
northern Australia to be eligibile to apply, but 
the application must clearly articulate the 
industry identified challenge for northern 
Australia that will be solved by the project and 
also demonstrate how the project outcomes 
will directly benefit northern industries. 

7. Can a Commonwealth or state 
government department or agency 
be a participant? 

Yes. There are no restrictions on 
commonwealth or state government 
departments and agencies becoming 
participants in a project funded under the CRC 
for Developing Northern Australia Project 
Funding Round and making contributions to 
support the activities or project to be 
undertaken. 

8. Can international organisations be a 
participant in a project? 

Yes, as long as the eligibility requirements of 
Australian industry entitities and research 
organisations have been met, international 
participants can be included. 

The participants section of the application form 
requires a valid ABN for participants. The 
application form includes a separate 
international participant section which will not 
require an ABN. 

9. What is the maximum grant amount 
I can apply for? 

Applications for the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia Project Funding Round can 
apply for a maximum of $3 million in grant 
funds over a maximum period of 3 years. 
There is no option to extend the funding or 
term of the project. 

10. How and when can I apply? 
Applications opened on 20 February 2017 and 
were due to close at 5:00pm (AEST) 20 April 

2017. Following the impacts of Tropical 
Cyclone Debbie, AusIndustry has extended the 
close time for all applications to 5:00pm 
(AEST) 22 May 2017. 

Applications must be submitted through the 
online form available at  business.gov.au. 

Applications have a hard close time. Partially 
complete, unsubmitted and/or late applications 
will not be accepted for consideration.  

Application content cannot be amended after 
submission.  

11. Does the extension to applications 
only apply to regions directly 
impacted by Tropical Cyclone 
Debbie? 

No. The extension is for all applicants wishing 
to apply for the CRC for Developing Northern 
Australia Project Funding Round regardless of 
location. 

12. What are the selection criteria? 
Applications will be assessed in a single stage 
process against the CRC Programme selection 
criteria: 

a) The expected industry outcomes 
b) The proposed research project 
c) Demonstrated governance and 

management capability 
d) The proposed education and/or 

training programme 
e) Value for money 
f) Expected national benefits 

In addressing the selection criteria, applicants 
must be able to demonstrate how the project 
will provide direct and tangible benefits for 
northern Australia. 

13. Do all participants need to 
contribute resources? 

All participants involved in the project must 
make a contribution, although this may be 
either in cash or in kind (non cash 
considerations). The total contribution by all 
project participants must at least match the 
amount of Australian Government funding 
requested. 

14. How will my application be 
assessed? 

Applications will be assessed in a single stage  
assessment process by the CRC Advisory 
Committee of Innovation and Science 
Australia. The Committee may seek external 
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advice on any aspect of an application. 
Applications are assessed in a competitive, 
merit-based selection process. The Minister for 
Industry, Innovation and Science makes the 
final decision on which projects will be funded. 

15. I submitted a project proposal 
during the CRC for Developing 
Northern Australia consultation 
process. Am I still required to 
submit an application? 

Yes. You must submit an application using the 
smart form application available on the 
business.gov.au website for your project to be 
considered for funding under the CRC for 
Developing Northern Australia Project Funding 
Round.  

16. Can the project commence prior to 
the announcement of funding 
outcomes or a funding agreement 
being entered into? 

A project can commence at any time, however 
if this is prior to the funding outcomes being 
announced or a funding agreement being 
entered into, this is at the risk of the applicant. 
If the project is not funded, or a funding 
agreement entered into, the costs already 
incurred will not be reimbursed by the 
Commonwealth. 

17. Will there be further CRC for 
Developing Northern Australia 
project funding rounds? 

The CRC for Developing Northern Australia, 
once established, will determine the timing and 
process for the selection of projects in the 
future. The CRC is expected to be operational 
in 2017. Further information on the CRC for 
Developing Northern Australia is available on 
business.gov.au. 

18. Need more information? 
For more information, visit business.gov.au or 
call 13 28 46. 
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