
 

 

Men’s Sheds 2018-19 funding round  
Frequently Asked Questions  

1. We have not located any land for our shed. Are we still eligible for this 
funding? 

No. To be eligible for funding, proof of land availability (security of tenure) is required, such as a copy of 

a five year lease or title deed or similar. For grants up to $5,000, where a lease or land ownership is not 

possible, a letter of intent from the landholder may be sufficient. It is important to seek advice from your 

local DHHS contact if you would like to apply but do not have security of tenure. 

2. We can build a shed at no cost but need to purchase land. Can we use the 
grant funds to purchase land? 

No. Funding cannot be used for leases or site purchases.  

3. Our organisation is seeking to purchase an existing building and to 
convert the building into a new men’s shed. Are we eligible to apply for this 
round? 

Yes. Funding can be used to convert a building into a new men’s shed, provided other grant 

requirements are met. Please note that funding provided in this grant round does not cover land 

purchases or lease payments. 

4. We are an Aboriginal Community Organisation seeking to apply for a 
men’s shed grant. What advice is available to assist us to develop out 
application? 

Applications from Aboriginal organisations are a priority in this funding round. Contact your DHHS Local 

Connections Team for a chat. They can discuss your application and talk you through the process. The 

Victorian Men’s Shed Association can also provide advice about the application process and they have 

templates that may help with some of the components, such as strategic planning etc. The Victorian 

Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (VACCHO) is also available to provide advice, 

support and guidance through the grant process. Contact details for all these options are in the grant 

guidelines. https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program.  

5. What if we don’t have a building permit in time? 

You are not required to have a building permit at the time of application, however you will need to have 

engaged with the local council about planning and building permits before applying for the grant, and 

https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program
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provide a list of all the required permits and overlays for your particular project in your application.  

Detailed design plans are required as part of the application process, as is evidence of an understanding 

of building permit and planning requirements for your proposed site. 

6. What does an ‘overlay’ mean in relation to building permits? 

There are several different types of overlays, such as heritage, environmental, bushfire, development or 

neighbourhood character overlays that might apply to your proposed building site. Further information 

regarding the overlays and permits relevant to your site can be obtained from your local council. Your 

application needs to provide information on the process needed to obtain all the necessary 

permits/permissions to build the shed, so you should be aware of any relevant overlays that may affect 

the completion of your shed. 

7. Our men’s shed group is currently in the process of building a shed. Can 
we apply and be reimbursed for the expenditure?  

No. Funding will not be retrospectively provided for projects where construction or foundation work has 

already commenced. 

8. As part of our shed construction project we would like to install a water 
tank and solar panels. Can these components be included in the project? 

Yes. Building in water and power sources as part of construction is an appropriate use of the funds 

provided they are in proportion to the context of the wider project. 

9. A local community member has indicated that they will donate land on 
their property to build a men’s shed. Can we proceed to apply for funding to 
build one? 

No. Shed projects located on private land are not eligible for funding even if a lease is offered for this 

private land. Funding can only be provided to a not for profit incorporated association or an auspice 

agency and is not to be used for the purchase of land.  

10. We are a retirement village community and wish to build a men’s shed 
for the residents. Are we eligible to apply for this funding? 

Retirement villages that propose to build a shed on privately owned land are not eligible for funding 

under this program. However a retirement village proposing to build a men’s shed on public or crown 

land may be eligible as long as the broader community will have access to the shed in a meaningful way. 

11. We want to apply for funding but do not think we will have the paperwork 
completed for the draft application submission on Friday 20 April 2018. Can 
we still apply? 

The time-line for the submission of draft applications allows Department of Health & Human Services 

Local Area teams to review applications and to assist applicants by providing feedback on where further 
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information or clarification is required. Even if you do not have all your documentation complete by 

Friday 20 April 2018, you should still submit your draft application so that feedback can be provided. 

Please note that your final application must be complete and contain all essential information at the time 

of final submission by Friday 8 June 2018. 

12. How many grant applications are likely to be funded in this round?  

The number of applicants and the amounts that will be applied for is unknown. Therefore it is not known 

how many projects will be funded. If you are unsure about whether to submit an application, you could 

contact the Victorian Men’s Shed Association, or your DHHS Local Area contact, or the Victorian 

Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation (VACCHO) for advice. Contact details for all these 

options are in the Grant Guidelines. 

13. Our men’s shed group has received a grant from the Victorian 
Government in the past. Are we eligible to apply for this round? 

Groups that have received over $25,000 Victorian Government Men’s Shed funding in the last five years 

are not eligible in the 2018 funding round, except where a men’s shed can demonstrate it  

 has experienced capacity issues as a result of rapid growth in membership, or  

 needs to address health and safety issues affecting the shed, or 

 needs to address disability accessibility to the shed. 

14. Can an auspice organisation which has received over $25,000 men’s 
shed funding within the last five years apply in the current round for funding 
to auspice a different men’s shed?  

Yes, providing other requirements are met the auspice organisation could be eligible to receive funds for 

a different shed, supporting a different community. 

15. We are not an incorporated association. How can we go about applying 
for funding?   

If you are not an incorporated organisation, you might consider entering into an auspice arrangement 

with another organisation, such as your local Neighbourhood House, or local council. You can then apply 

with the auspice receiving the funds on your group’s behalf. If your group is not incorporated and has no 

auspice organisation, it is not eligible for funding. If you do enter an auspice arrangement, ensure you 

have a detailed written agreement such as a Memorandum of Understanding that outlines the details, 

including the roles and responsibilities of each partnering organisation. 

16. Why do we need a written agreement with our auspice? 

Auspice arrangements vary from project to project and over time. It’s important to agree on and record 

the roles and responsibilities of each organisation, and to include an exit clause that will cover the 
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ongoing operation of the shed and ownership of equipment when the auspice arrangement is no longer 

needed. 

17. Our organisation is incorporated but we don’t have an ABN. Can we still 
apply?  

Yes. Men’s shed groups that are incorporated can be approved for funding if all other requirements are 

met. However, in order for the Department of Health and Human Services to transfer the project funds to 

your bank account you will be required to either obtain an ABN, or use an auspice with an ABN.  For 

information on applying for an ABN, see the Australian Business Register website. 

https://abr.gov.au/For-Business,-Super-funds---Charities/ABN-explained/ 

18. What sort of strategic plan is required? 

The strategic plan should outline what the shed group intends to achieve in the next few years, what 

need this will meet in the local community, and how they intend to do it. The Victorian Men’s Shed 

Association has a strategic planning template that can guide your group through the process. 

19. If project management services are provided for free by the auspice can 
they be counted in the volunteer labour section of the in-kind contribution? 

Yes, provided they are costed at a rate consistent with the intent of the grant guidelines, and the 

volunteer labour contribution claimed does not exceed 25% of the total project cost. Also, project 

submissions should reflect the intention to involve the men’s shed participants in the project planning 

and construction phases. 

20. Can the guidelines/application form be made available in Microsoft Word 
so that it can be completed electronically? 

Yes. There is a Microsoft word version of the guidelines and application form on the Department’s  

website. https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program. If you put the term ‘DHHS men’s shed’ 

into Google, this link is the first search result. 

21. One of our members is a retired tradie and is prepared to volunteer 
his/her labour to complete electrical works on the build. Can we count this 
as part of our in-kind contribution?  

Men’s shed groups can source volunteer labour to assist with their project. However all works are to be 

completed in accordance with all relevant state and federal legislation related to building works in 

Victoria. Electrical works should be accompanied by a Certificate of Electrical Safety. The hours donated 

can be recorded at the rate specified in the guidelines and counted as part of the in-kind contribution up 

to a total of 25% of the total project cost. 

https://abr.gov.au/For-Business,-Super-funds---Charities/ABN-explained/
https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program
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22. What amount of cash input is required from the men’s shed to match a 
grant of $80,000? 

Victorian Government men’s shed funding is provided on a 2:1 basis. If a grant of $80,000 is sought the 

applicant will need to provide $40,000 towards the project from other sources. Some of that funding may 

be in the form of in-kind contributions, such as volunteer labour. In kind contributions up to 25% of the 

total project cost are applicable. If the total project cost is $120,000 (being $80,000 grant funds and the 

minimum $40,000 from other sources) then the maximum in-kind contribution would be $35,000, leaving 

a minimum financial input from the shed or other sources of $5,000. This figure would vary if the total 

project cost was higher, or if the in-kind contribution was lower. 

23. If our application is successful, when will we receive the funding? 

Grant recipients will be paid the full amount of their grant at the start of the project, upon establishment 

of a service agreement with the department. It is recommended that grant recipients do not engage 

contractors until the funding has been received. 

 


