
 Food Source Victoria 
Growth Grants - Application Guidelines 

1. Context 

1.1 Food Source Victoria 

The Victorian Government’s $20 million Food 
Source Victoria program is designed to support 
activities that add value to agricultural produce 
sourced from regional Victoria.  

The objective is to build stronger agri-food 
businesses and regional communities through 
value-adding to agricultural production in Victoria 
that will result in: 

 new, ongoing jobs, particularly in  
regional Victoria 

 growth in Victoria’s agricultural, food and 
related industries 

 farmers, growers, processors, and 
manufacturers working together and  
supply chain partners driving innovation  
and efficiencies 

 greater skills, knowledge and confidence of 
workers to respond to growing global demand 
for premium products 

 increased Victorian agri-food exports. 

There are three grants available: 

 Scholarships for individuals 

 Planning Grants 

 Growth Grants 

1.2 Purpose of this document 

This document sets out the application guidelines 
for the Food Source Victoria - Growth Grants. It 
is designed to help prospective applicants 
determine their eligibility and consider applying for 
support. Application and assessment processes 
for these business grants and conditions of 
funding are outlined separately.  

1.3 Eligible applicants 

For the purpose of this program, eligible 
applicants are a coalition of two or more 
participants in the agri-food supply chain (for 
example, farmers, growers, food processors and 
manufacturers, marketers, food service 
companies, retailers and supporting groups such 
as shippers, research groups and suppliers).  
At least one partner must be based in  
regional Victoria. 

2. Program description 

2.1 Funding objectives 

Growth Grants support the implementation 
actions identified in Growth Plans developed 
through a Food Source Victoria Planning Grant. 
Applicants can apply for a Growth Grant if they 
have an existing equivalent plan. 

2.2 Projects eligible for funding 

A wide range of activities will be considered. 
Projects should address a supply chain issue  
that presents barriers to growth or export 
development. Projects that are catalysts to 
innovative activities and maintain alliances will  
be given priority. 

Examples of successful applications to the 
program are: 

 establishing an accelerated breeding  
program using IVF technology combined  
with genomic testing 

 assisting a group of growers, packers and 
processors to build a fruit processing plant for 
preservative-free dried fruit products with the 
aim of reaching into export markets 

 supporting a grower owned grass-fed beef 
operation, specialising in processing and sales 
of beef, to create retail-ready products and 
expand into new markets. 

Projects that have been completed or commenced 
before receiving funding approval will not be 
considered. Where funding would normally be 
provided by another government program, the 
project will generally not be considered. 

Infrastructure projects built to meet regulatory 
and/or legislative requirements, or that require on-
going government support once completed, will 
not be eligible. 

2.3 Core selection criteria 

Applications will be assessed on their: 

 potential economic benefit 

 breadth of impact for the businesses,  
sector and regional Victoria 

 demonstrated project need, feasibility  
and delivery 

 financial viability 

 value to the state. 
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Applicants need to demonstrate that the 
agriculture product is primarily sourced from 
regional Victoria. 

Regional Victoria is defined as the municipal 
districts of the 48 councils and six alpine resorts 
set out in Schedule 2 of the Regional 
Development Victoria Act 2002. 

2.4 Level of funding support 

Growth Grant funding will be provided on a co-
contribution basis, with applicants contributing at 
least half of the total project cost (that is, a 1:1 
funding ratio). The total funding amount available 
is uncapped. 

2.5 Who can apply? 

Applications will be considered from: 

 private sector businesses and agencies 

 business and industry groups 

 local government authorities 

 marketing cooperatives 

 not for profit organisations that: 

o are an incorporated body, cooperative or 
association (including business 
associations) and 

o have an Australian Business Number (ABN) 
or can provide written advice from the 
Australian Taxation Office that no 
withholding tax is required from the  
grant payment 

 farm businesses 

 other agricultural organisations. 

2.6 How do I apply? 

Applications will be accepted throughout the year 
and evaluated on a case-by-case basis, subject to 
the availability of funding.  

Applications for Growth Grants are open to  
30 June 2019. 

3. More information 

Call the Program Manager on 136 186 or email 
food.source@ecodev.vic.gov.au 

Further information on the Application and 
Assessment Processes can be found on: 
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/food-and-
fibre-industries/food-source-victoria 
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