
Local Roads to Market Program - Round 2
Information for Applicants

Funding objectives

The objective of the $25 million Local Roads to Market 
Program is to improve the competitiveness of the 
agriculture sector by upgrading local roads and bridges 
to enable and improve safer access for heavy vehicles 
transporting livestock, produce and other agricultural 
products to market. 

Upgrading first and last mile infrastructure that 
provides better connectivity from the farm gate to 
arterial roads, receival centres, transportation hubs,  
and national highways will enable heavy vehicles 
to access more direct routes to destinations along 
Victoria’s road freight network.  

A more efficient and safer freight network supports 
agriculture producers and processors by reducing 
transportation costs and travelling times, and improving 
the quality of agricultural products shipped to domestic 
and international markets. 

Supply chain context 

Local roads often form part of a supply chain that 
extends beyond local government boundaries. For  
this reason, it is important that councils work together  
to strategically identify and plan improvements to 
supply chains. 

Many councils are already involved in regional transport 
groups which have come together to identify regional 
transport priorities. If your council is involved in one of 
these groups, you are encouraged to work closely with 
them to identify local roads and freight routes that are 
important for agriculture.

Eligible applicants

Funding will be available for rural, regional and interface 
councils and administrators of unincorporated areas 
across Victoria.  

Level of funding support

Funding for local road projects is not capped.  

Funding for bridge projects is capped at $300,000.  

Projects eligible for funding

Local Roads to Market projects include the following:

• upgrading the load bearing capacity of local 
roads and/or bridges to a standard suitable for 
heavy vehicles (e.g. B-doubles, road trains, higher 
productivity vehicles, higher mass limits vehicles) 

• sealing of gravel roads and/or widening of existing 
local roads  

• improving local road intersections, including the 
intersection of a local road with an arterial road  
or national highway.

Industry support

Project proposals must be accompanied by letters  
of support from identified local producers, processors 
and/or other agriculture businesses in the region that 
will benefit from the project. Industry association letters 
are also accepted. 

Councils are also encouraged to engage with local 
business forums. local producers, agricultural 
businesses and transport users in providing evidence  
of industry support for the project.

Community consultation is also recommended  
to ensure that there is broad support for the  
proposed project.  

Matched contribution

Applicants are expected to make a financial 
contribution or source third-party funding for  
the project on the following basis:

• rural councils and unincorporated areas: $1 matched 
contribution to $2 funding request sought. 

• regional and interface councils: $1 matched 
contribution to $1 funding request sought. 

This funding ratio acknowledges the higher dependency 
on agricultural production in rural council areas.

Road and bridge projects should maximize  
and leverage funding support from a range  
of sources including:

• Commonwealth government programs such as  
the Bridges Renewal Program, Heavy Vehicle Safety 
and Productivity Program, Roads to Recovery 
Program, Building Better Regions Fund

• private sector such as contributions made from 
primary beneficiaries of the project

• agricultural organisations. 

These funding sources can count as matched funding 
contribution towards the project. 

Note: ‘In-kind’ contributions are not accepted as part  
of the funding contribution.
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Selection criteria

Applications will be assessed and prioritised by the 
following criteria:

• consistency with the Local Roads to Market Program 
objective and eligibility provisions

• level of support from agricultural producers, 
processors and/or industry associations

• benefits to the agriculture sector, including efficiency 
improvements

• alignment to regional transport plans and strategies

• project management capabilities

• road safety improvements. 

Projects ineligible for funding

The following activities will generally not be eligible 
for funding as they are not value for public money 
propositions:

• requests for retrospective funding where projects 
have been completed or have commenced prior 
to receiving funding approval

• routine maintenance and resurfacing works 

• upgrades of major arterial (VicRoads) roads

• private roads and driveways 

• roads that are not major agricultural freight routes.

Timber harvesting roads are outside the scope of  
this program.

Multiple applications 

Councils may submit applications for more than  
one project. In the event that more than one project  
is submitted, council must nominate the priority  
of projects.

Joint applications

Where a road crosses local government boundaries, 
councils are encouraged to submit a joint application 
for that road. In submitting a joint application, one 
council should be nominated as the lead council. The 
lead council will enter into the funding agreement with 
DEDJTR and be responsible for implementing and 
managing delivery of the project.  

Prior to application 

Prior to submitting an application, prospective 
applicants are advised to contact DEDJTR to discuss 
the proposal.

Submission of applications 

Applications for Round 2 funding will open 2 October 
and close on 30 November 2017.

Applications must be submitted by 5pm on Thursday  
30 November 2017. Email your application to  
agriculture.infrastructure@ecodev.vic.gov.au 

Further information

Application forms can be obtained from  
the Agriculture Victoria website  
www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/infrastructure  
or by calling DEDJTR on 136 186.


