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FACT SHEET 

HOW DO I APPLY FOR A CRC PROJECT? 

CRC Project (CRC-P) applications must be submitted online through the application portal. The link to 

the portal is available on the CRC Projects page at business.gov.au.  

You can only create and submit an application during an open funding round. The opening and 

closing dates and times for each funding round will be published on business.gov.au. Please 

remember that any specified times refer to Canberra time, whether AEST or AEDT.  

Before you begin an application it is strongly advised that you familiarise yourself with the CRC 

Projects Guidelines and the various CRC Projects Fact Sheets. All are available on business.gov.au.  

Ensure you allow ample time to complete the online application – don’t leave completion and 

submission of the application to the last minute. Submitting by the due time is your responsibility and 

incomplete or late applications will not be accepted.  

Applications can only be submitted via the portal once all mandatory requirements have been met. An 

incorrectly completed application will not be able to be submitted. The portal will alert you to any 

mandatory fields that have not been completed, or in some cases, if information provided is invalid or 

unacceptable. Correcting such errors can be time-consuming, particularly against a looming deadline. 

For an application to be compliant and considered for assessment, there are certain requirements that 

must be met. These are set out in full in the CRC Projects Guidelines, however, the following list will 

assist you in ensuring your application is compliant. 

 The application must be submitted, through the application portal, by the closing date and time. 

 The submission must be led by an industry entity (lead participant). 

 The application must include at least two Australian industry entities (including at least one SME) 

and at least one Australian research organisation as participants. 

 All participants must contribute resources (cash and/or in-kind) to the CRC Project. 

 All participants must provide a properly completed and appropriately signed Participant 

Declaration (as an attachment to the application submitted through the application portal). 

 Total participant contributions (comprising cash and in-kind contributions) must at least match the 

amount of grant funding requested. 

 Total grant funding requested cannot exceed $3 million. 

 The proposed Project cannot exceed three years in duration. 

 The application must provide a response to all required information fields (see below for further 

detail). The portal may provide prompts or error messages if any mandatory fields are not 

completed or if data input is invalid or does not meet certain requirements. 

 The person submitting the application on behalf of the lead participant must have completed the 

Applicant Declaration on the final page of the application. (NB: any information provided that is 

considered to be intentionally misleading or inaccurate may be investigated.) 

 

https://www.business.gov.au/crc-p
https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Cooperative-Research-Centres-Programme/Cooperative-Research-Centres-Projects-CRC-Ps#key-documents
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When your application is submitted, you will see a screen confirming the submission which includes 

the submission time, date and a reference number. The status of your application in the portal will 

change from ‘draft’ to ‘submitted’. Your submitted application will be able to be viewed through the 

screens in the portal, but you will no longer be able to amend the application. A submitted application 

can be withdrawn, but it cannot be retrieved or amended. 

Submitted applications will be checked for eligibility and compliance. Compliant applications will 

proceed to assessment, and will be referred to the CRC Advisory Committee, an independent 

committee, to assess the merit of the application against the selection criteria and other applications.  

Considerations when completing your application 

The online application portal has been developed to streamline processes and feeds application 

information directly into the department’s grant management platforms.  

The portal provides a progressive screen-based input interface. It is not possible, however, to 

‘preview’ the application form in its entirety. To assist applicants in understanding what is required for 

a complete application, a Sample Application Form has been provided by the department - it is 

available through the key documents listing on business.gov.au. Nor is it possible to ‘preview’ in full 

your completed application before submission.  

Please note that some browsers provide a better user experience than others when using the 

application portal. Chrome, Firefox or Safari will provide the best user interface, as they support on-

screen text box sizing. Other browsers, including Internet Explorer and Microsoft Edge, have 

limitations in this regard and may only display a few lines of input text at a time.  

The portal is configured to automatically fill certain information (including organisation details based 

on its ABN, and Australian addresses may be auto-filled based on progressive text input). The portal 

will also make a limited range of checks (including that the grant request does not exceed participant 

contributions and milestones fall within the proposed Project period,).  

However, no detailed checks are made on the proposed finances and it is the applicant’s 

responsibility to ensure that all financial information is accurate and that inputs balance with 

expenditures. To assist applicants in ensuring that a CRC-P’s finances balance, the department has 

developed an Excel template designed specifically for a CRC-P to develop the Project finances prior 

to inputting data to the online application. This workbook (CRC Project Application Financial 

Workbook – funds, contributions and budget) includes grant request, participant contributions, and 

expenditure on a year by year basis, and total individual milestone costs. It automatically calculates 

totals and incorporates a range of checks to ensure the finances are internally consistent and that 

amounts received for the Project balance with expenditure. It is strongly advised that the CRC-P’s 

finances are determined using this workbook before completing the Collaborator and Project Details 

and Funding pages of the online application. The template can be downloaded from the key 

documents listing at business.gov.au 

It is possible to invite other parties to assist with completing the online application, for example the 

other participants collaborating on the Project. This is done through the ‘Participants’ button on the 

‘Application Summary’ page accessed from the ‘My applications’ screen. Note that an application 

collaborator can see all elements of the application except the ‘Applicant Financials’ screen.  

Key tips when completing your application 

 SAVE regularly (the Continue button will make various checks on that screen’s data input, and 

move you on to the next screen, but it does NOT save your work). Good practice would be to Save 

every time you Continue to a new screen, as well as within screens if they include significant input 

of data). 

 Text entry fields DO NOT accept formatted text (all formatting will be lost if formatted text, 

including bold, italics, dot points, images etc is copied into these fields). 

https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Cooperative-Research-Centres-Programme/Cooperative-Research-Centres-Projects-CRC-Ps#key-documents
https://www.business.gov.au/Assistance/Cooperative-Research-Centres-Programme/Cooperative-Research-Centres-Projects-CRC-Ps#key-documents
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 Variable character limits apply to text entry fields (see below). 

 Date fields require a date in the format dd/mm/yyyy. 

 All numerical value input fields require a value to be input (even if there is an existing grey zero by 

default).  

Character limits to responses 

Many of the free text fields in the application have character limits. These limits include all spaces and 

paragraph returns. If exceeded, there will either be an error message if you try to continue, or for the 

100 character limits, the text will simply be truncated at 100 characters. Note that, if preparing 

responses off-line, word processing programs may not include paragraph returns in the character 

count and a carefully constructed response at the character limit may not fit into the field on the 

application portal. The following character limits apply: 

Participant’s involvement in the CRC-P 1,000 

Short Project description 500 

Industry Context 2,000 

Project Title 100 

Project Description and Outcomes 4,000 

Other Government Priorities 300 

Basis for Other Government Priorities 300 

Other Government Assistance 500 

Description of Other Government Assistance 500 

Milestone Name 100 

Milestone Description *500 

Selection Criterion (a) 5,000 

Selection Criterion (b) 5,000 

Selection Criterion (c) 3,000 

Selection Criterion (d) 3,000 

Selection Criterion (e) 3,000 

Selection Criterion (f) 3,000 

 

* NB: while the field character limit for Milestone Description is set at 4,000, the response itself should 

not be more than 500 characters.  


