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Aboriginal Water Grants Program  

Application Guidelines 

Introduction 

 
The Victorian Government has committed to a whole of government approach to closing the gap between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people in jobs, family harmony, health and education. 
The Aboriginal Water Grants Program fits within the following policy: 

• Victorian Aboriginal Affairs Framework 2013-2018 
• Victorian Aboriginal Inclusion Framework 2011 
• Victorian Aboriginal Economic Strategy 2013 -2020 
• DELWP Aboriginal Inclusion plan 2016-2020. 

 
The objective of the Victorian Aboriginal Inclusion Framework is to provide policy makers, program managers 
and service providers in the Victorian Government with a structure for reviewing their practice and reforming 
the way they engage with and address the needs of Aboriginal people.  
 
Consistent with this framework, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) 
Aboriginal Inclusion Plan commits to contributing to the wellbeing of Aboriginal communities by reconnecting 
them to water for cultural, economic, customary and spiritual practices. It aims to: 

• provide Victoria’s Traditional Owners with access to water 
• involve Traditional Owners in water management and planning decisions  
• increase Aboriginal employment and business opportunities in water management. 

The government committed to support Aboriginal participation in water management and improve outcomes 
for Aboriginal Victorians in Chapter 6 of Water for Victoria. 
 
The policy framework, guiding the Aboriginal Water Grants Program, Water for Victoria, Chapter 6 Aboriginal 
Values and Uses can be found at: https://www.water.vic.gov.au/water-for-victoria 

 

1. About the Aboriginal Water Grants Program Objectives and Values  

Through Water for Victoria, the Victorian Government is investing $4.7 million over four years in research on 
Country and local projects with Traditional Owners and Aboriginal Victorians to properly understand 
Aboriginal water values, uses, aims and requirements; including cultural heritage.  

The results of this research will be incorporated into Victoria’s water resource planning and management and 
will inform how these processes can be further enhanced.  

Projects will gather evidence of what water is required to meet Traditional Owner objectives over the next 2-4 
years, as Aboriginal Victorians build their capacity to engage with the water entitlement and planning 
frameworks. The business opportunities and risks will be examined by working together with Traditional 
Owners, and this will inform the next steps. 
 
A key platform that will support the Aboriginal Water Grants Program is the Water for Country Project Control 
Group (WFCPCG). The WFCPCG will have oversight of program delivery, grant application assessment, and 
recommendation of grant submissions with the support the Aboriginal Water Unit.  
 

  

https://www.water.vic.gov.au/water-for-victoria
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1.1 Purpose of the Aboriginal Water Grants Program 
 
The Aboriginal Water Program has been developed to implement the government commitments made in 
Chapter 6 of Water for Victoria. 
 

1.2 Objectives of The Aboriginal Water Grants Program 
 

Aboriginal communities’ connection to country is basic to their sense of identity and cultural continuity. 
Victoria’s waterways are an important part of country that have been damaged by the development of the 
state’s water resources. There are opportunities to restore this damage and in doing so enhance Aboriginal 
communities’ wellbeing. Also, improving Aboriginal Victorian’s access to water resources on country offers 
important opportunities for economic development.  

Objectives of the Aboriginal Water Program are to:  

• Recognise Aboriginal values and objectives of water (Water for Victoria Action 6.1) 

• Include Aboriginal values and traditional ecological knowledge in water planning (Water for 
Victoria Action 6.2) 

• Support Aboriginal access to water for economic development (Water for Victoria, Action 6.3) 

• Build capacity to increase Traditional Owner and Aboriginal Victorians participation in water 
management (Water for Victoria, Action 6.4). 

 

2 Who can apply? 

 
The Aboriginal Water Grants Program is open to the following organisations and individuals can apply 
directly to DELWP. 
  

 Victorian Traditional Owners and Aboriginal Victorians 

 Aboriginal Groups and their partners who are involved in riverway and, waterway health  

 Victorian members of the Murray Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations, (MLDRIN) 

 Traditional Owner members of the Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner Corporations, (FVTOC) 

 Catchment Management Authorities, (CMAs) 

 Water Corporations, (WC) 

 Grants are open to anyone across Victoria, however strong demonstrable relationships must be 
evidenced with Traditional Owners and Aboriginal Victorians 

 

Applicants must 

 

 Be not for profit and registered as an incorporated body at the time of application and for the project 

duration. If an applicant is not a registered as an incorporated body, it must arrange for a legally 

constituted organisation to manage the grants funding. 

 Possess an Australian Business number (ABN) or provide a completed Australian Tax Office form, 

(statement by supplier) so that no withholding tax is required from the grant payment. 

 

3 What types of activities might be funded? 

 
a) Traditional Owner led projects are a priority for the Aboriginal Water Grants Program  
b) Local projects which have commenced but have ceased due the phased nature of those projects 

and are ready to move to the next phase. 
c) Local projects that have concluded an Aboriginal Waterways Assessments (AWAs) and further work 

has been identified as a result of those assessments 
d) Encouragement of broader awareness and appreciation of Aboriginal cultural and customary 

interests in land, water and natural resources which are led by Traditional Owners  
e) Capacity building in Aboriginal communities for Natural Resource Management in water based 

projects. Examples of previously funded projects can be found under: 
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 Recognising Aboriginal Water Values http://ghcma.vic.gov.au.ascet.co/news/article/water-for-

victoria  

 Barapa Water for Country http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au  

Note: Applicants who have already lodged an expression of interest with DELWP for funding must submit 
their formal application via the online process. Contact the Aboriginal Water Unit at 
Aboriginal.waterprogram@delwp.vic.gov.au if further information is required.  

 

4 What activities will not be funded? 
 
The Aboriginal Water Grants program will not fund the following activities: 

 Projects that do not have endorsement of prior and informed consent from Traditional Owners 

 The purchase of land or water (any underlying asset created by a funded activity is to be owned by 
the federal, state or local governments or a non-profit community organisation);  

 Routine or ongoing maintenance activities; 

 Recurrent operating costs, for example rent and utility costs, and/or activities establishing 
expectations of ongoing funding. 

 

5 What are the funding details 2017 - 2018? 
 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning has co-designed the funding guidelines with the 

assistance of the Water for Country Project Control Group, (WFCPCG). The Project Control Group will assist 

in determining the recommendations for funding allocation. The Department has committed $1,000,000 for 

the 2017 - 2018 financial year and will fund the following three categories. Projects which enable Traditional 

Owners and Aboriginal Victorians to properly understand Aboriginal water values, uses, aims and 

requirements; including cultural heritage. 

 

Category1: Grants are available up to $200,000 which seek to identify Aboriginal values and uses using 

Aboriginal Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) 

 

Category2: Grants up to $120,000 are also available for organisations to recruit an Aboriginal Water Officer 

(AWO). This grant will be supported with a position description outlining how the AWO will be used to 

support Water for Victoria objectives and actions in your organisation. 

 
Category 3: A combination of categories 1 and 2 can be included in an application  

 

6 What is the application process? 

 

Step 1: Check your eligibility: Check the detailed information contained in this guide to see if you and 

your proposed activity is eligible. Other important information about this grant program and the application 
process can be found at www.water.vic.gov.au/grants/aboriginaldevelopment 
 

Step.2: Apply online using Grants Online: If you decide to apply, go to 

www.water.vic.gov.au/grants/aboriginaldevelopment  on the DELWP website. Make sure you have the 
information you need to apply, including required documents, and click on ‘Apply online’ to submit your 
application through Grants Online. You will receive an email acknowledgement for your saved draft and 
submitted application with a Reference Number Please quote your Application Number in all correspondence 
relating to your application.  
 

Step 3: Attach required documents as part of your application 
 
Please attach the following documents, with your application: 

1. Traditional Owner consent to conduct activity 
2. Evidence of confirmation of other funding sources 
3. Written consent from the relevant public land manager or private landowner to undertake the activity 
4. Approval for appropriate works permit/s from councils or other authorities 
5. Evidence of other relevant statutory approvals to carry out the activity 

 
You can attach documents to your online application as long as they in an acceptable file type (e.g. Word, 
Excel, PDF, or JPEG) and don’t exceed the maximum file size. 

http://ghcma.vic.gov.au.ascet.co/news/article/water-for-victoria
http://ghcma.vic.gov.au.ascet.co/news/article/water-for-victoria
http://www.nccma.vic.gov.au/
http://www.water.vic.gov.au/grants/aboriginaldevelopment
http://www.water.vic.gov.au/grants/aboriginaldevelopment
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 Each file must not be larger than 5MB in size (for Grants Online) 

 When you submit your application online check carefully to ensure all your attachments have been 
uploaded. 

 
If you have documents to submit that cannot be attached to your online application, you can email them to 
aboriginal.waterprogram@delwp.vic.gov.au quoting your Reference Number. Attach all documents to one 
email, zipping the files if required.  
 

7 How will applications be assessed? 
There are a number of common features of successful projects. Good applications are well planned, involve 
relevant stakeholders and are clear on what they are aiming to achieve. Answering the Assessment Criteria 
will help to develop a more thorough project proposal. The more effort applied to succinctly address these 
criteria and providing relevant supporting documentation, the more likely the project will be successful in 
attracting a grant funding. The application asks for a description of the project, completion of the assessment 
criteria and an explanation of anticipated outcomes. 
 
Application’s will be assessed against the Assessment Criteria. The percentages allocated to each criterion 
represent the weighting the Water for Country Project Control Group is going to use for assessing the grant 
applications. This process is supported by the Aboriginal Water Unit in DELWP. 
 

8. What are the assessment criteria? 

Strategic Justification  Demonstrate the extent to which the project 

35% Responds to Traditional Owner and Aboriginal Victorians identified needs and 

issues as it relates to values and uses. In particular: to the extent deemed 

appropriate by Traditional Owners their values and objectives will be articulated 

and documented for consideration by water planners. 

 

 Will include Aboriginal values and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) in 

water planning. 

 

 Where a project incorporates a position, Aboriginal Water Officer this role must 

be fully costed within a project submission include a position description as it 

relates to the tasks which the AWO will perform within the project. Aboriginal 

water Officers will be identified positions. 

Project development  Demonstrate the extent to which the project 

30% Clearly identifies the project scope, methodology, proposed outcomes and that, 

the project can be completed within a prescribed timeframe.  

 Include the provision for a project management framework, quotations / internal 

cost estimates including maps, plans of defined project area. This part of the 

project must be developed with stakeholder input.   

 Include confirmation of funding sources and contributions (both financial and in 

kind) with evidence detailing level and type in kind funding. 

Funding submissions must clearly state what the organisational administrative 

costings is in their funding submissions 

 Address items such as environmental sustainability, risk management. 

Stakeholder engagement Demonstrate the extent to which the project 

15% How the project team consults and collaborates with a variety of stakeholders, 

including Traditional Owners and Aboriginal Victorian’s Catchment Management 

Authorities, Parks Victoria where required, relevant local governments and 

groups that may have an interest in river and waterway health.  

Where projects have identified that cross border interaction with agencies and 

organisations is required, these arrangements should be clearly defined in the 

project submission.  

Participation Outcomes Demonstrate the extent to which the project 

20% Maintains or increases Traditional Owner and Aboriginal Victorians involvement 

and participations in project design and implementation evaluation.  

mailto:aboriginal.waterprogram@delwp.vic.gov.au
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 Considers how the project will improve participation of Aboriginal Victorians within 

Natural Resource Management.  

 

9 What is the notification process? 
 
Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing after the assessment process is completed. 
All decisions are final and are not subject to further review. However, unsuccessful applicants can ask for 

feedback on their application if required.  
 

10 Conditions that apply to applications and funding 
 
Successful applicants must enter into a funding agreement with DELWP. The Victorian Common Funding 
Agreement is used for all funding agreements with non-for-profit organisations and local government 
authorities. It is recommended that applicants review the terms and conditions before applying. Information 
about Victorian Common Funding Agreement is available on https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-
common-funding-agreement 
 

11 Acknowledging the Government’s support and promoting successes 
 
Successful applicants are expected to acknowledge the Victorian Government’s support and promotional 
guidelines will form part of the funding agreement. Successful applicants must liaise with the departmental 

program area to coordinate any public events or announcements related to the project. Grant recipients may 
be required to contribute information on activity outcomes for use in program evaluation reviews or the 
department’s marketing materials. 
 

12 Monitoring and Payments 
 
Payments will be made upon completion of millstones in funding agreement  

 the funding agreement has been signed by both parties 

 grant recipients provide reports as required, or otherwise demonstrate that the Activity is progressing 
as expected 

 Other terms and conditions of funding continue to be met. 
 
Grant recipients are required to comply with project monitoring and reporting requirements as outlined in the 
funding agreement. This may include progress reports, site inspections, completion reports and project 
acquittal documentation. The monitoring requirements will be agreed upon by both parties and will be 
articulated in the Victorian Common Funding Agreement.  
 

13 Privacy 
 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your application will be collected by the department for 
the purpose of grant administration. This information may be provided to other Victorian government bodies 
for the purposes of assessing your application. If you intend to include personal information about third 
parties in your application, please ensure that they are aware of the contents of this privacy statement.  
 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, 
used, disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 
and other applicable laws.  
 

DELWP is committed to protecting the privacy of personal information.  You can find the DELWP Privacy 
Policy online at http://www.DELWP.vic.gov.au/privacy.   
Requests for access to information about you held by DELWP should be sent to the Manager Privacy, P.O. 

Box 500 East Melbourne 3002 or contact by phone on 9637 8697. 

  

http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/for-business-and-community/not-for-profit-organisations/common-funding-agreement
http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/for-business-and-community/not-for-profit-organisations/common-funding-agreement
http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/privacy
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14 Key dates 
 

Applications open 14 December 2017 

Applications close 31 January 2018 at 5pm 

Applicants notified February 2018 

Activities commence Before 30 June 2018  

Activities and reports completed As Per Victorian Common Funding greement 

 

15 Checklist 
 
Read these guidelines carefully? 

 
 Contacted a DELWP officer to review your application proposal 
 Checked cost and availability of materials and services 
 Acquitted all previous grants from DELWP where applicable 
 Prepared the appropriate supporting documents: 
Please attach the following documents, with your application: 

Traditional Owner consent to conduct activity 
 Copy of Public Liability Insurance Certificate 
 Copy of Personal Accident Insurance 
 Evidence of confirmation of other funding sources 
 Written consent from the relevant public land manager or private landowner to undertake the work 
 Evidence of approval for appropriate works permit/s from councils or authorities where applicable 

. Written consent from the relevant public land manager or private landowner to undertake the 
activity 

 Evidence of confirmation of other funding sources 
. Evidence of other relevant statutory approvals to carry out the activity 
. Where project involving children and young people, Working with Children Checks will be 

required  
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