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PROTECTING NATIONAL HISTORIC SITES

Factsheet

This program supports projects that maintain, protect and conserve 
places on Australia’s National Heritage List that are recognised for 
their historic heritage values. 

What does it offer?
The program will provide up to $4.135 million in grants in 2017-18 to 
support projects that maintain, protect and conserve places on 
Australia’s National Heritage List that are recognised for their historic 
heritage values. The program is restricted to the ‘target places’ listed 
in appendix B of the grant opportunity guidelines. 

The intended outcomes of the program are:

• improved conservation, preservation and access to the 
National Heritage List target places

• improved engagement with target places, and improved 
awareness of the listed values of the target places.

How does it work?
This is a competitive grant opportunity and to be eligible your 
project must:

• achieve one or more of the following:

• maintain, protect and conserve the target place

• improve access to the target place

• improve engagement with, and awareness of the values 
for which the target place was listed for

• include eligible activities and eligible expenditure

• have at least $31,250 in eligible expenditure

• be completed by 30 June 2019 

• be one or more of the following:

i. implementing activities identified in an existing Conservation 
Management Plan of a target place

ii. developing a new or revised Conservation Management Plan 
of a target place

iii. implementing activities that align with the strategies and 
priorities for the target place (where there is no Conservation 
Management Plan in place)

iv. enhancing the Australian public’s understanding of, 
engagement with, and physical access to a target place

Who can apply?
To be eligible you must:

• be a site owner of one of the National Heritage List target 
places, or have the support of the site owner of one of the 
National Heritage List target places

• be a legal entity that can enter into a grant agreement with 
the Commonwealth

• have an Australian Business Number (ABN) unless you meet 
the criteria for ABN exemption. 

If you are applying as an individual you must be 18 years of age 
or older.

Who is not eligible to apply?
You are not eligible to apply if you are:

• a partnership or trust (however, a trustee may apply on behalf 
of a trust provided it meets the eligibility criteria set out above)

• a Commonwealth Government agency or body (including 
government business enterprises)

What activities are eligible?
Eligible activities must directly relate to the project and you must 
carry them out in accordance with:

• The Burra Charter (The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of 
Cultural Significance) 2013 (Burra Charter)

• Ask First: a guide to respecting Indigenous heritage places and 
values guide (where applicable)

http://www.business.gov.au/pnhs
http://australia.icomos.org/publications/charters/
http://australia.icomos.org/publications/charters/
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/ask-first-guide-respecting-indigenous-heritage-places-and-values
http://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/ahc/publications/ask-first-guide-respecting-indigenous-heritage-places-and-values
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How will my application be assessed?
We first assess your application against the eligibility criteria and 
then against the merit criteria. Only eligible applications will 
proceed to the merit assessment stage.

To be competitive you must score highly against the following 
criteria:

• capacity, capability and resources to deliver the project

• project alignment with policy intent

• impact of grant funding on your project

For further information on merit criteria and the assessment 
process refer to the grant opportunity guidelines.

What will I need to do if successful?
You must enter into a grant agreement with the Commonwealth. 
We use two types of grant agreements in this program. Our selection 
will depend on the size and complexity of your project. Sample grant 
agreements are available on business.gov.au and GrantConnect.

For grants up to $50,000 or where we consider your project to be 
relatively simple, we will use an exchange of letters as your grant 
agreement. We will send you a letter of offer advising that your 
application has been successful. You accept the offer by signing and 
returning to us. We will pay 100 per cent of the grant on execution of 
the grant agreement. You will be required to report how you spend 
the grant funds at the completion of the project. 

For grants over $50,000 or where we consider your project to be 
more complex, we will use a simple grant agreement. You will have 
30 days to execute the grant agreement during which time we will 
work with you to finalise details. We make an initial payment of 
execution of the grant agreement and will make subsequent 
payments in line with your grant agreement and subject to 
satisfactory progress on the project.

How do I apply?
You should read the grant opportunity guidelines before you apply.

To apply you must

• complete the online application form

• address all eligibility and merit criteria

• submit your application by the advertised closing date

Where can I find more information?
Visit business.gov.au or call 13 28 46.
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http://www.business.gov.au/pnhs
http://www.grants.gov.au
http://www.business.gov.au/pnhs
http://www.business.gov.au/pnhs

	Protecting National Historic Sites 
	What does it offer? 
	How does it work? 
	Who can apply? 
	Who is not eligible to apply? 
	What activities are eligible? 
	How will my application be assessed? 
	What will I need to do if successful? 
	How do I apply? 
	Where can I find more information? 


