
Industry recycling - Q and A 

Supporting Victoria’s recycling sector  

Victoria has a long-established recycling sector that collects, sorts and processes recyclable 

material. Most recovered materials are used within Australia, but around 14% is exported of 

which approximately half goes to China. 

The Victorian Government is helping councils and industry affected by China’s decision to 
stop the import of low-quality mixed recyclable materials and will provide a $13 million 
package for councils and industry to support kerbside collections of household recyclable 
waste. 

As part of this this package, Sustainability Victoria will deliver a $1-million industry transition 

program to help Victoria’s recycling industry adapt to changes in trade arrangements. 

This money will help Victorian recycling businesses to fast-track upgrades to sorting and 

processing infrastructure that improve the quality of recovered paper, cardboard and plastics 

from Victorian households.  

Information on the State Government’s program for local government can be found 

www.environment.vic.gov.au/recycling-response. 

 

Who is eligible for funding?  

Funding will be available to Victorian recycling business that recover, handle and process 

household comingled recycling. 

Sustainability Victoria is seeking to support recycling business that plans for upgrades that 

can be fast-tracked, and that have secured end-market or supply contracts for processed 

materials.  

What activity will be funded? 

Funding will be available to: 

 upgrade infrastructure and/or equipment to allow greater sorting of recovered paper, 

cardboard or plastic. 

 

 upgrade infrastructure and/or equipment to process recovered paper, cardboard or 

plastic to a higher quality and allow for re-entry into export markets or to be more 

attractive to local manufacturers 

 

 support short-term storage and consolidation infrastructure (e.g shipping containers, 

sheds or temporary covers) so recovered paper and plastic can be safely stored while 

new markets are established  

How much money is available? 

Grants of between $50,000 and $500,000 will be available on a 1:1 basis.  

Detailed funding criteria are being developed. More information will be provided when 

applications for this program open.  

What other support is available for the recycling sector and councils? 

http://www.environment.vic.gov.au/recycling-response
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This $1-million industry transition support builds on Sustainability Victoria’s existing $13.6 

million Resource Recovery Infrastructure Fund that seeks to improve the collection and 

processing of recycled materials in Victoria. Round 3 of this funding will be announced in 

coming months. Go to http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Grants-and-

Funding/Resource-recovery-infrastructure-fund for more information.  

What opportunities are there to use recycled waste rather than exporting it?   

Victorians have long supported the state’s recycling programs and helped develop a strong 

recycling sector which feeds a wide range of manufacturers in Victoria and around Australia.   

Local manufacturers are constantly looking for sources of high-quality material that helps 

them contain costs and remain competitive.  

Recycled products need to be of a high standard so they can be used without undermining 

the quality of manufactured. More rigorous sorting and encouraging even more re-

processing of resources will protect existing jobs, but create new investment and new jobs.  

How is the State Government helping to create new recycling sector industries?  

The State Government and Sustainability Victoria are committed to supporting a strong and 

diverse recycling system and to help the sector adjust to new trade arrangements.  

Sustainability Victoria has a suite of programs and funding that seeks to improve collection 

and processing of recycled materials, build market demand for this material. Recent 

programs have involved research-funding into the use of recycled materials like plastic, 

glass and rubber in the construction of roads, footpaths, lightweight concrete and plastic 

beams and other products. 

What can industry and the wider community can do to develop new markets?  

The recycling industry can promote its products to manufacturers and continue making a 

case for their use with manufacturers. Government agencies, councils, community 

organisations and individuals can choose to consume products made from recycled 

materials.  

It has never been more important for all Victorians to minimise the waste they produce – 
whether it is recyclable or otherwise. Using reusable drink bottles and coffee cups and 
buying products with recycled content is a great start. 

It is also important to continue to carefully separate recyclables from non-recyclable 
materials and place them in the correct bin which maximises the opportunity for this material 
to be recycled. 

Remind yourself what can and cannot be recycled by visiting Sustainability Victoria’s website 
or check with your local council.  

Many companies, as part of their corporate social responsibility policies also invest in 

recycled products and Sustainability Victoria encourages this though its TAKE2 program.  

How much waste are we producing in Victoria and what happens to it? 

The latest Victorian Recycling Industry Annual Report (2015/16) found Victoria generated 

12.67 million tonnes of waste, of which 4.17 million tonnes was landfilled and 8.49 million 

tonnes was recovered.  

Victoria’s waste recovery continues to keep enormous quantities of material out of landfills. 

Victoria’s recycling rates remained at 67 per cent of all waste produced.  

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Grants-and-Funding/Resource-recovery-infrastructure-fund
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/Grants-and-Funding/Resource-recovery-infrastructure-fund
http://www.take2.vic.gov.au/
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Government/Victorian-Waste-data-portal/Victorian-Recycling-Industry-Annual-Report
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Of the recovered waste 7.27 million tonnes (86 per cent) remained in Victoria and 1.21 

million tonnes (14 per cent) was exported, a six per cent decline. 

 

While Victoria’s population is growing the overall volume of waste/person is constant. 

 

Victoria’s population is expected to reach 10 million by 2050 so, broader community action is 

needed to reduce waste production an increase recycling of what is produced.  

  

Markets for recycled products as raw material can be affected by the relative cost of new 

materials. For example, in the case of manufacturing plastic, oil prices are significant 

influence on whether recycled product is used.  

What other options are there for reusing our waste? 

The Victorian government’s objective is to ensure landfill become a destination of last resort 

for our waste.  

Apart from a strong recycling effort across the community, which captures 67 per cent of all 

of Victoria’s waste, better packaging and using recyclable materials for it, and better 

planning with raw materials can also reduce waste production. 

There are many opportunities to reduce the amount of waste that goes to landfill, for 

example a growing number of councils are moving to allow kitchen organic waste to be put 

into garden waste bins so it can also be composted.   

The government is also considering the potential for waste-to-energy plants which use a 

range of processes to generate electricity through a number of processes.   

 

 


