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To be eligible for consideration, Applications must be submitted by 2pm [AEST] on:

15 JUNE 2017

For further information on the Threatened Species Recovery Fund contact:

The Office of the Threatened Species Commissioner  
Department of the Environment and Energy

Phone: 1800 803 772

Email: tsrfund@environment.gov.au 

Electronic Applications are preferred. If you are unable to submit your Application online,  
please contact us for an alternative. 

© Commonwealth of Australia 2017

The Threatened Species Recovery Fund Guidelines are licensed by the Commonwealth of Australia for use under a 
Creative Commons By Attribution 3.0 Australia license with the exception of the Coat of Arms of the Commonwealth 
of Australia, the logo of the Department of the Environment and Energy, content supplied by third parties, and any 
images depicting people. For license conditions see: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/  

Attribute this document as ‘Threatened Species Recovery Fund Open Round 2016–17 Guidelines Commonwealth of 
Australia 2017’.

The Commonwealth of Australia has made all reasonable efforts to identify content supplied by third parties using 
the following Format ‘© Copyright, [name of third party]’.

Front cover image credit: Numbat, courtesy of Australian Wildlife Conservancy, W. Lawler

mailto:tsrfund@environment.gov.au
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1.1. threatened species strategy 

The Threatened Species Strategy released in July 2015 
sets out a new national approach to recover our 
threatened plants and animals, based on science, 
action and partnership. It includes principles for 
prioritising our resources and effort to maximize 
outcomes for recovering species and identifying 
where investment can be most beneficial. 

The Threatened Species Strategy contains a five year 
Action Plan that sets out areas where the Australian 
Government will focus to achieve significant, positive 
results. The four key Action Areas are:

 y Tackling feral cats; 

 y Creating safe havens for species most at risk;

 y Improving habitat; and 

 y Intervening in emergencies to avert extinctions.

The Action Plan also contains one, three and five year 
targets by which to measure success. Broadly, the year 
five targets include:

 y Improving the population trajectories of 
20 threatened mammals, 20 threatened birds and 
30 threatened plants by 2020 (the Targeted Species);

 y Feral cat targets—including culling two million feral 
cats, establishing 10 mainland feral-free fenced areas, 
achieving 12 million hectares of best-practice feral 
cat management and eradicating feral cats from five 
islands, by 2020; and

 y Improving recovery practices—to ensure our 
threatened species are backed by the best systems 
of governance and accountability to support 
their recovery. 

The Threatened Species Strategy has a full description 
of the Action Plan and the Targets. The complete list of 
Targeted Species is also provided at Appendix B.

The Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Act 1999 and Recovery Plans

Nationally threatened flora and fauna are listed 
under Section 178 of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The lists 
can be found on the Department of Environment and 
Energy’s website at: www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/
sprat/public/sprat.pl

More than 1,800 threatened species and threatened 
ecological communities are currently listed.

Recovery Plans and Conservation Advices are 
developed once a species is listed under the EPBC Act 
to guide and promote recovery actions for the species.  

Recovery Plans and Conservation Advice are 
comprehensive management tools that enable 
recovery activities for Threatened Species and 
Threatened Ecological Communities to occur within 
a planned and logical framework. Recovery Plans 
describe key threats and identify specific recovery 
actions, and can be for either single or multiple species 
or based on a region. Recovery Plans and conservation 
advice can be found by searching the relevant species 
at: www.environment.gov.au/sprat.

1.2.  threatened species 
recovery fund 

In 2016, the Minister for the Environment announced 
a $5 million Threatened Species Recovery Fund (the 
Fund) to support communities to actively protect 
Threatened Species, leverage additional investment, 
and assist with delivering on the Targets and Action 
Areas in the Threatened Species Strategy.   

The Fund sits within the National Landcare Programme 
and will deliver tangible benefits for Australia’s 
Threatened Species, as well as helping improve 
community involvement in their recovery. 

1. background

http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/sprat.pl
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Grant funding available under the Open Round

Up to $4.1 million (GST exclusive) is available for grants 
to eligible groups though this Open Round. This will be 
a competitive process so not all Applicants will receive 
Funding. This is the only competitive round planned under 
the Fund.

Strategic Projects

The Australian Government may reserve up to $1 
million (GST exclusive) of the $4.1 million to fund 
strategic priorities through ad-hoc grants outside of 
this competitive round process.  These may be time 
critical, species specific (e.g. emergency interventions 
to help save a particular species) or address emerging 
strategic priorities.

Strategic Projects will be assessed in accordance with the 
Assessment Criteria set out in these Guidelines to ensure 
value with relevant money, but will not be subjected to 
a competitive process or be limited to individual funding 
applications of between $20,000 and $250,000 that 
apply in the case of applications for funding under the 
Open Round.

1.3. objectives 

The Objectives of the Fund are:

Objective One: Deliver on-ground benefits 
for nationally Threatened Species listed 
under the EPBC Act, and contribute to 
the Targets or the Action Areas in the 
Threatened Species Strategy.

Applications that demonstrate how they will improve 
the population trajectories of Targeted Species under the 
Threatened Species Strategy (identified in Appendix B), 
or demonstrate a direct link between how they will set 
the conditions to provide for a future improvement in 
population trajectories (such as a reduction in invasive 
species or habitat restoration) will be highly regarded. 

Applications should:

 y Clearly demonstrate how the activities will benefit EPBC 
Act listed Threatened Species;

 y Clearly demonstrate how the Projects help meet the 
Targets or Action Areas in the Threatened Species 
Strategy; 

 y Be based on scientific advice or evidence or align 
with relevant plans, including Conservation Advices, 
Recovery Plans and Threat Abatement Plans;

 y Benefit multiple species where appropriate; and

 y Have benefits that are maintained into the future. 

Objective Two: Leverage local communities to 
protect Australia’s native Threatened Species 
and leverage third party resources.

Protecting our vulnerable wildlife and addressing the 
decline in our native species requires partnerships 
between all levels of government, the conservation sector, 
the private sector and local communities. There are many 
local community groups already carrying out important 
work to protect Threatened Species that need support. 

The Fund aims to support Projects that involve community 
groups such as ‘Friends of’ groups, non-government 
organisations, recovery teams, Indigenous communities, 
NRM organisations and local governments engaged in 
on-ground recovery initiatives. It also aims to support 
Projects that grow community awareness and support 
for Threatened Species. Applications that can leverage 
third party cash contributions are encouraged and will be 
highly regarded in the Assessment Process.

Evaluation of the Fund

Information about Project implementation will be 
collected through the Fund’s monitoring, reporting and 
evaluation requirements, and will be used to evaluate 
the extent to which the Fund has achieved its Objectives. 
This evaluation is expected to be completed in 2019–20. 
Further information on reporting requirements is in 
Section 6.4. 

1.4. timing

The Open Round of the Fund will close at 2pm AEST on 
15 June 2017 (the Closing Time). Applicants should check 
the time zone in their area in advance of the Closing Time. 
To be eligible for consideration, Applications must be 
submitted by the Closing Time. 

Applicants are advised to commence preparing 
Applications early as no extension to the Closing 
Time will be granted except where Section 4 of these 
Guidelines applies.

All Projects must be completed according to the 
following timeframes:

Funding amount Project must be 
completed by

Between $20,000 and 
$80,000 (GST exclusive)

31 December 2018

Between $80,000 
and $250,000 (GST 
exclusive)

30 June 2019
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2.1. eligibility criteria

 To be eligible for consideration, Applications must: 

üü contribute to one or more Targets or Action Areas 
in the Threatened Species Strategy

üübenefit one or more Threatened Species listed 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).

üü involve community organisations or 
local communities

üü include eligible activities only, as specified in 
Section 3 of the Guidelines

üübe received by the Department by the Closing Time

üübe submitted on the on-line or hard copy 
Application Form

üübe lodged by an eligible Applicant  
(see Section 2.2)

üübe one of no more than five applications submitted 
by the Applicant

üübe:

 y seeking Funding of between $20,000 and $80,000 
and be completed by 31 December 2018; or

 y seeking funding between $80,000 and 
$250,000 (GST exclusive) and be completed by 
30 June 2019.

üübe for a Project located within Australia or 
its territories.

2.2. who can apply?

To be eligible for funding the Applicant must:

a) be a legal entity, such as:

üü an individual

üü a legally incorporated organisation or 
cooperative society

üü a body corporate

üü a company

üü a trustee of a trust

üü an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander organisation, 
council or incorporated association;

üü a government related entity (e.g. a local, state or 
Commonwealth government authority or agency)

b) either:

 y have an Australian Business Number (ABN) and be 
registered for GST, if required to be registered by 
the Australian Tax Office; or

 y if the Applicant does not have an ABN, have 
completed a Statement by a Supplier Form 
explaining why the Project proponent is not 
required to have an ABN, which must be attached 
to the Application.  The template is available 
on the ATO website at www.ato.gov.au/Forms/
Statement-by-a-supplier-not-quoting-an-ABN/

c)  pass all criminal and background checks if 
conducted by the Department.

2.  eligibility 
for funding

http://www.ato.gov.au/Forms/Statement-by-a-supplier-not-quoting-an-ABN/
http://www.ato.gov.au/Forms/Statement-by-a-supplier-not-quoting-an-ABN/
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2.3. declarations

Applicants will be required to make the below 
declarations when they submit their Application. 
Applicants will be ineligible if they are unable to 
accurately make any of the declarations listed in the 
Application Form. 

Responses to declarations must be consistent with 
information provided in the Application. If Applicants 
provide false or misleading information, the Application 
will be excluded from the Assessment Process.

Where the Applicant is not an individual, the 
declarations will be required to be made by a duly 
Authorised Representative of the Applicant on the 
Applicant’s behalf, as evidenced by submission of 
the declaration with the online Application Form or 
signature of a hard copy version of the declaration, 
where a hard copy Application Form is submitted. 

The Applicant (or an Authorised Person) will be 
required to declare that:

1. They agree that the Department reserves its 
discretion to conduct criminal history checks on 
the Applicant and the Applicant’s office holders 
and to exclude any Applicant.

2. They have or will obtain the consent of the 
property owner or property manager to 
implement the proposed Project(s) Activities 
(where the Applicant does not own the proposed 
Project(s) location(s). 

3. They have or will obtain the necessary permits 
and/or support from the relevant traditional 
owners and/or local Indigenous organisations 
where proposed activities may directly or indirectly 
affect Indigenous sites or places of value.

4. The proposed Project complies with all 
requirements set out in any applicable 
Commonwealth, state, territory, and local 
government laws, and declare that all necessary 
planning, approvals and/or permits are or will be in 
place prior to the commencement of the Project.

5. They consent to the Department using the 
information contained in this Application for 
purposes listed in the Guidelines, including 
for administering the Program and any other 
incidental or related purpose.

6. None of the Project Activities proposed in 
the Application are likely to have a significant 
impact on any matters of national environmental 
significance for the purposes of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

7. None of the Project Activities proposed in the 
Application are required to be carried out by law 
or as a condition of a permit or an approval under 
Commonwealth, state or territory legislation 
(such as the provision of an environmental offset 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999).

8. None of the Project Activities proposed in the 
Application have already been undertaken or 
are substantially the same activities as those 
funded by another initiative or program (for 
example, state or territory funded programs or 
other Commonwealth programs such as the 
Green Army). 

9. No person involved in a Project on the Applicant’s 
behalf who is involved in the Project in an 
administrative role (and none of the Applicant’s 
office holders) has been convicted of a 
fraud-related offence in the last five years.

10. They agree to undertake appropriate criminal 
records checks on any person involved in the 
Project on the Applicant’s behalf who will have 
or is likely to have regular direct contact with a 
Vulnerable Person (as defined in the Funding 
Agreement) in circumstances where the contact 
is not directly supervised by another person. 
This declaration does not derogate from any 
obligations under any relevant law of the 
Commonwealth, or of a State or Territory.

11. They are either: the individual Applicant, or an 
individual legally authorised by law or expressly 
in writing by the Applicant, to correspond and/or 
contract on behalf of the Applicant, including 
submission of this Application.

12. They will provide written documentation 
supporting the above declarations upon request 
by the Department.

13. The information provided in the Application is 
complete and correct and no information is false 
or misleading, and understand that it is an offence 
under the Criminal Code Act 1995 to provide false 
or misleading information.
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2.4. multiple applications

Each Applicant may submit Applications for up to five 
Projects, but cannot submit more than one Application 
for the same Project.  The capacity of such Applicants 
to complete any Project within the required time 
frame will be taken into consideration during the 
Assessment Process.  

2.5.  how much funding can be 
requested per application?

Applications are sought for Projects between 
$20,000 (GST exclusive) and $250,000 (GST exclusive). 
An Application must either be:

 y seeking funding of between $20,000 and $80,000 
(GST exclusive) and have a completion date of  
31 December 2018; or

 y seeking funding of between $80,000 and $250,000 
(GST exclusive) and have a completion date of  
30 June 2019.
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3.1. activities that can be funded

Funding will be provided for Activities listed in column 1 of Table 1 where the proposed Project Activity is 
consistent with the description in column 2. If you are unsure whether your proposed Activities are eligible 
under the Fund, please contact the Department. 

Table 1: Activities that can be funded

Activity Description Examples 
Conservation actions for 
species and communities 

Direct activities to protect and recover 
Threatened Species.

Species translocations, captive breeding, 
habitat augmentation/ecological 
thinning, nest box construction and 
deployment, germination trials of 
threatened plants.

Pest management Activities focused on eradicating or 
reducing the impact of pest animals on 
Threatened Species

Project activities should demonstrate 
alignment with relevant local, regional, 
state or national pest animal strategies 
and plans such as the Australian Pest 
Animal Strategy, and recommended 
management codes of practice and 
standard operating procedures for the 
humane capture, handling, or destruction 
of pest animals in Australia.

Any projects proposing to include the 
use of firearms will also be subject to 
scrutiny by the Moderation Panel, with 
careful consideration provided by the 
WH&S Advisor.

Feral cat baiting and trapping, 
deployment of detector dogs, rabbit 
control, goat control, insecticide 
application to protect threatened plants, 
treatment of tramp ants to protect 
Threatened Species.

Disease management Activities focused on local 
eradication or reducing the impact 
and spread of existing diseases on 
Threatened Species.

Activities to reduce the impact and spread 
of diseases including Phytophthora 
cinnamomi, myrtle rust, Chytrid fungus, 
Psittacine beak and feather disease virus.

3. activities
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Activity Description Examples 
Revegetation Activities to establish and manage 

Activities to establish and manage 
mixed native species plantings 
appropriate to the site and type of 
vegetation community to protect and 
recover Threatened Species. 

Exotic species or species that are 
known to be or have the potential 
to become an agricultural or 
environmental weed should not 
be used. 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring 
that appropriate permits (e.g. for 
collecting seed from threatened plants) 
can be obtained. 

Seed collection, propagation of 
seedlings, direct seeding activities, 
planting feed trees for threatened 
fauna, planting buffering vegetation 
to provide protection for threatened 
plants, establishing seed orchards for 
Threatened Species.

Seed banking Collecting and processing seed 
of Threatened Species to store 
in conservation seed banks for 
species insurance and for use for 
future reintroductions. 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring 
that appropriate permits for collecting 
seed from threatened plants can 
be obtained.

Collecting and processing seed in line 
with scientific standards to store in 
national seed banks or in community 
seed stores.

Weed management The targeted control of weed species to 
benefit Threatened Species. 

Physical, chemical or biological treatment 
of invasive weed species to protect 
Threatened Species.

Fire management Activities that use fire as a way to 
benefit Threatened Species.

If the Project involves fire management, 
appropriate risks must be considered 
in the Application Form and a Fire 
Management Plan must be prepared 
prior to Project Commencement.

Ecological burning such as patch or 
mosaic burning to improve the recovery 
of Threatened Species.

Fencing Fencing to protect and recover 
Threatened Species.

Fencing for the primary purpose of stock 
management will not be supported 
unless it meets the above requirement. 

Fencing off threatened plant populations 
to prevent access by stock or people, 
fencing around habitat for Threatened 
Species to promote recovery.
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Activity Description Examples 
Indigenous 
knowledge transfer

Activities to record and 
share Indigenous traditional 
knowledge may be supported as 
a part of a Project that benefits 
Threatened Species.

Applications proposing the use and 
recording of Indigenous traditional 
knowledge should indicate how 
Traditional Owners will be engaged 
and provide consent for the activities, 
and explain how the knowledge will 
be stored so that access to sensitive 
cultural information is managed through 
traditional cultural protocols and assists 
Indigenous people to manage their 
information on culture and country. 

Engaging with Indigenous school 
children to share traditional knowledge 
about Threatened Species, connecting 
elders and the younger generation 
to share practical knowledge about 
maintaining Threatened Species, working 
with scientists to share and record 
knowledge about Threatened Species or 
management practices to protect them.

Indigenous land 
management 

Activities involving or engaging 
Traditional Owners in land 
management actions that support 
the protection and recovery of 
Threatened Species.

Fire management, Indigenous hunting of 
pest animals.

Flora and fauna surveys Activities to record and manage data 
on the distribution and abundance of 
Threatened Species.

This can be additional to the 10 per 
cent of the Project Budget that can 
be allocated to Administration and 
Reporting on Project Outcomes (as 
defined in Section 3.3). 

Projects that only involve monitoring, 
modelling or research-based activities 
not part of or subordinate to on-ground 
activities in the Application will not 
be funded.

Flora surveys, fauna surveys, habitat 
mapping, data recording, spatial mapping 
and modelling to record and share 
information about Threatened Species

Community engagement 
and participation

Activities to involve the community 
and raise awareness about Threatened 
Species. Applicants must demonstrate 
how any events or materials produced 
will have a benefit for Threatened 
Species recovery.  

Unless strongly justified, these Activities 
should comprise of no more than 10 per 
cent of the Project Budget. 

Materials and consumables to 
support community conservation 
events or community participation in 
conservation activities.
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3.2.  activities that will not 
be funded

Funding will not be approved for:

üû Projects that only involve monitoring, modelling or 
research-based activities not part of or subordinate 
to on-ground activities in the Application.

üû Activities that have already incurred expenditure 
(retrospective activities).

üû International travel.

üû Activities that cannot be completed within the 
timeframes specified in Section 1.4.

üû Activities that include the introduction of plants, 
animals or other biological agents that are known 
to be, or that could become, environmental or 
agricultural weeds or pests. 

üû Activities which deliver a private benefit only, such 
as gardening or landscaping.

üû Activities that are required to be carried out by law 
or by a private contractual obligation.

üû Activities where the primary purpose is to beautify 
or improve amenity (e.g. picnic tables, shelters 
and paving).

üû Administration activities and expenses that are 
not clearly demonstrated to be additional to the 
Applicant’s normal day-to-day running costs.

üû Activities that are primarily for political advocacy 
(e.g. protesting against a development).

üû Activities required as compliance or government 
business or are part of an approval under 
Commonwealth, state or territory legislation, for 
example, the provision of an environmental offset 
under the EPBC Act.

üû Activities outside of Australia and its territories.

üû Activities specifically aimed at protecting 
life, property and non-environmental assets 
except where this is related to the protection of 
Threatened Species.

üû Fencing for the primary purpose of stock 
management unless it will provide benefits for 
Threatened Species.

üû Purchase of firearms 

3.3.  activities that have  
funding limitations

Funding is limited for:

? Salaries and labour expenses

Salary and labour expenses will only be funded where 
these expenses are proven to be attributable to 
achieving Project Outcomes and must be adequately 
justified in the Application (explaining, for example, 
how they are additional to business-as-usual activities).

As a guide, salaries and labour expenses for costs 
associated with project co-ordination or project 
management to oversee the delivery of the 
Project should be no more than 10 per cent of the 
Project Budget. 

Requests for funding to engage consultants or 
contractors with relevant knowledge and/or specialist 
expertise required to complete the Project may, in 
some circumstances, comprise a larger proportion of 
the Project Budget. 

This will also be assessed as part of Criterion 4, 
‘Cost effectiveness’ (see Section 5).

? Administration and Reporting

The maximum expenditure of funding that can be 
used on Project Administration and Reporting must 
not be more than 10 per cent of total funds requested. 
This includes activities such as:

 y office accommodation

 y phone/internet costs

 y printing/photocopying

 y costs associated with legally required documents 
such as cultural heritage site searches, permits etc.

 y insurance costs

 y audit/accounting costs

 y preparing Project MERI Plans and associated activities 
and reporting. 

Individuals only—up to $500 (GST exclusive) of grant 
monies can be used towards the costs of obtaining 
a financial statement prepared by an independent 
qualified accountant (as required in the Funding 
Agreement). This is separate to other administration 
costs which must not total more than 10% of the total 
of funding sought.
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? Purchase of equipment/assets

All Asset purchases1 will be considered in the context 
of the Project’s value for money assessment and should 
contribute to achieving the Project Outcomes. Leasing 
or hire of capital items is preferred. Any assets that are 
proposed to be purchased with Australian Government 
Funds must be identified in the budget table in the 
Application Form. Funding Recipients will be required 
to seek approval in writing from the Department 
prior to using Australian Government funds for any 
additional eligible asset purchases not identified in the 
budget table in the original Application Form.

? Domestic travel

Domestic travel will only be considered where 
it is essential to the success of the Project and is 
demonstrated that this travel would contribute to 
specific Project Outcomes. Travel expenses must be 
adequately justified in the Application.

3.4. third party contributions

An objective of the Threatened Species Recovery Fund 
is to leverage additional investment in Threatened 
Species protection. Third party contributions are not 
mandatory, but may increase the cost effectiveness 
of Projects and will be highly regarded.  Third party 
contributions must be additional and not associated 
with the usual operations of an individual or 
an organisation.

The following will not be counted as Applicant/third 
party contributions to the Project and will be discarded 
in the assessment:

 y Funds from other Australian Government programs

 y Contributions that derive from previously allocated 
Australian Government funds

 y Expenses for work that has already been undertaken 
or planned to undertake after the Project Timeframe.

1 Assets are defined as building improvements and items 
of equipment, furniture, vehicles, computer hardware and 
software, media equipment and the like with a useful life of 
three years or more and an individual cost of $1,000 or more.
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4.1.  the application form and 
supporting documents

Step 1:  Read these Guidelines, including the 
declarations and any other relevant 
information available at www.nrm.gov.au/
national/threatened-species-recovery-fund.

Step 2:  Complete the online Application Form, 
also available at www.nrm.gov.au/national/
threatened-species-recovery-fund. 

An Applicant may submit an Application for more 
than one Project (up to a maximum of five Projects), 
however, each Project must be on a separate 
Application Form. Any Applicant submitting more 
than one Application, must access a separate form for 
each Application from the website. Each Application 
Form has an embedded unique identifier and URL 
that can be saved and emailed to a specific address. 
Each Application can only be submitted once. 

If an Applicant does not have access to the Internet 
or cannot access the online Application Form, 
the Applicant should contact the Department on 
1800 803 772 at least two weeks in advance of 
the Closing Time to receive a paper copy of the 
Application Form. 

Step 3: Submit the Application Form by the 
Closing Time. Applicants should retain a copy of their 
Application and the Application unique identifier. 

It is also advised that Applicants allow extra time 
to correct any errors or omissions in the electronic 
Application Form that may be brought to the attention 
of the Applicant upon attempting to submit.

Applications submitted in hard copy must be sent to 
the Department at the address below and received by 
the Department prior to the Closing Time. 

Office of the Threatened Species Commissioner 
Biodiversity Conservation Division  
Department of the Environment and Energy  
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601

Applicants submitting their forms by hard copy should 
consider the current Australia Post timeframes for 
delivery of mail, and ensure their hard copy Application 
is posted in a manner that enables receipt of the 
Application by the Closing Time. 

4.2. late applications

A Late Application is an Application that has not 
been received by the Department by the Closing 
Time, for which an extension has not been granted.  
Applicants should confirm the time zone in their area 
in advance of the Closing Time. 

If, for any reason, the Applicant cannot submit the 
Application online, it is the Applicant’s responsibility 
to contact the Department by phone on 1800 803 772 
or by email at tsrfund@environment.gov.au, well 
in advance of the Closing Time, to ensure that the 
Application is received prior to the Closing Time.

Any Application received by the Department after the 
Closing Time will be registered separately. 

Any decision by the Department to accept or not 
accept a Late Application is at the Department’s 
absolute discretion and will be final. The Department 
has no obligation to consider or accept a 
Late Application.

All queries about these Guidelines should be 
directed to the Department well before the Closing 
Time—2.00pm Canberra time (AEST) 15 June 2017. 

4.  how to apply 
for funding

http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
mailto:tsrfund@environment.gov.au
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4.3. extension requests

If an Applicant believes that their Application may not 
be received by the Department by the Closing Time, the 
Applicant may contact the Department on 1800 803 772 
or by email at tsrfund@environment.gov.au to request 
an extension. Any request for an extension must be 
received by the Department before the Closing Time. 
The Department is under no obligation to consider or 
agree to an extension. A decision on a request for an 
extension may not be made until after the Closing Time.

4.4. activity budget 

The Application Form contains a designated area for the 
Activity Budget. Applicants should provide an itemised 
budget table by substantially completing the details in 
the designated area in the Application Form. 

The Project Budget will be assessed as part of Criterion 4, 
‘Cost effectiveness’ (see Section 5). 

Please ensure that all budget items are for eligible 
Activities and comply with the requirements set out in 
Section 3 of these Guidelines. 

4.5. risk assessment 

Each Applicant will be required to identify, rate and 
assess the likelihood of risks that may impact the 
delivery of the Project. Applicants will also be required to 
identify risk mitigation strategies. 

The Project risk assessment will be assessed as part 
of Criterion 3, ‘Demonstrated capacity to deliver’ 
(see Section 5).

4.6. work health and safety risk

Work Health and Safety (WHS) is a high priority for the 
Fund. Applicants are responsible for all WHS obligations 
and must implement high standards of WHS safety at all 
Project Sites, including:

 y ensuring all parties comply with the relevant 
Commonwealth, state or territory WHS legislation

 y providing a safe work environment and appropriate 
safety equipment for all Project participants

 y ensuring any equipment provided for use in the 
Project is in good working order and meets necessary 
safety performance and servicing standards

 y ensuring safe access to the Project Site/s where work 
is being carried out. 

Applicants are required to conduct a self-assessment in 
the Application Form of all potential WHS risks that may 
apply to their Project. The WHS self-assessment will be 
assessed as part of Criterion 3, ‘demonstrated capacity to 
deliver’ (see Section 5). 

Funding Recipients will be required to prepare a 
WHS Plan as part of the Project, consistent with the 
provisions specified in the Funding Agreement, and to 
declare that they are aware of and comply with all relevant 
WHS legislation. If a Project is funded, it is not to be taken 
that the Funding is an endorsement by the Commonwealth 
of the WHS Plan or mitigating strategies set out in 
the Application.

Additional guidance on Workplace Health and Safety 
is available at www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-
species-recovery-fund.

4.7. conflict of interest

Applicants are required to declare as part of their 
Application, any actual, apparent or potential conflicts 
of interest that would or may impact on, or prevent the 
Applicant proceeding with the Project or any Funding 
Agreement it may enter into with the Commonwealth 
Government. Please provide this in the appropriate area 
of the Application Form.

Where an Applicant subsequently identifies that an 
actual, apparent, or potential conflict of interest exists or 
might arise in relation to their Application, the Applicant 
must inform the Department in writing immediately.

A conflict of interest may exist, for example, if the 
Applicant or any of its personnel:

 y has a relationship (whether professional, commercial 
or personal) with a party who is able to influence 
the Assessment Process, such as a departmental 
staff member.

 y has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation, 
which is likely to interfere with or restrict the 
Applicant in carrying out the proposed activities fairly 
and independently.

 y has a relationship with, or interest in, an organisation 
from which they will receive personal gain as a result 
of the granting of Funding.

The Department is committed to ensuring that the process 
for funding Projects is fair and in accordance with the 
current Commonwealth Grants Rules and Guidelines.

The Assessment Process will determine whether 
the Application represents an efficient, effective, 
economical and ethical use of Commonwealth 
resources, as required by Commonwealth legislation, 
and whether any specific requirements will need to be 
imposed as a condition of funding.

mailto:tsrfund@environment.gov.au
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5.1. eligibility of the proposal

Applications will initially be checked by the 
Department against the Eligibility Criteria outlined in 
Section 2.  

All eligibility criteria must be met in order for the 
Application to progress and be considered further in 
the Assessment Process. 

5.2.  merit of the 
proposed activities

Once an Application is determined to meet the 
eligibility criteria, it is progressed to the merit 
assessment phase. This is the competitive assessment 
phase that ranks Applications, producing a list of 
Applications as assessed against the Assessment 
Criteria below.

Each Application will be assessed by at least two 
assessors, who will be Australian Government staff 
with necessary expertise and technical knowledge as 
required. All assessors will be required to sign conflict 
of interest declarations and comply with the Australian 
Public Service Code of Conduct. Advice may be sought 
from within the Department, or across the Australian 
Government, as required. This advice may include 
spatial information or other data held by the Australian 
Government that is relevant to the Assessment Process. 
Applicants should provide accurate Mapping Polygons 
of the Project Sites (using the mapping tool provided 
in the Application Form) to ensure accuracy in spatial 
assessment against Assessment Criterion 1.

The score received against Criterion 1 will receive a 
higher weighting and will comprise 40 per cent of the 
final score. The scores against Criterion 2, Criterion 3 
and Criterion 4 will each comprise 20 per cent of 
the score.

Where eligibility issue are identified as part of the 
merit assessment, these projects will be recorded, and 
projects may be rendered ineligible and removed from 
the Assessment Process.

5.  assessment 
process
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5.3. assessment criteria

Assessment Criteria Considerations

Deliver on-ground benefits for nationally 
Threatened Species and/or Threatened 
Ecological Communities listed under 
the EPBC Act, and contribute to the 
Targets or Action Areas in the Threatened 
Species Strategy.

Assessment against this criterion will consider the extent to which 
the Application:

 y Contributes to the Targets or Action Areas in the Threatened 
Species Strategy.

 y Demonstrates how the proposed activities will deliver benefits 
for one or more Threatened Species and/or Threatened 
Ecological Communities listed under the EPBC Act.

 y Demonstrates how the proposed Project is based on scientific 
advice or evidence and/or aligns with relevant plans such as 
Conservation Advices, Recovery Plans, Regional NRM Plans and 
Threat Abatement Plans for the species it intend to address.

 y Demonstrates that the benefits are likely to be maintained into 
the future. 

Leverage local communities to protect 
Australia’s Threatened Species

Assessment against this criterion will consider the extent to which 
the Application:

 y Leverages local community group efforts and builds their 
capacity to help recover Threatened Species.  

 y Grows the awareness and support of communities for 
Threatened Species recovery.

Demonstrated capacity to deliver Assessment against this criterion will consider (proportional 
to the size of the project) the extent to which the Application 
demonstrates that:

 y The Applicant has the capacity to deliver the Project on 
time and on budget with consideration of governance 
arrangements, project planning and coordination, and delivery 
partners involved.

 y The Applicant has previous experience in delivering successful 
environmental projects of a similar nature and the appropriate 
skills, resources and access to specialist technical advice where 
relevant to deliver Project Outcomes.

 y Potential risks to the Project have been identified and 
appropriate mitigation strategies prepared.

 y Work Health and Safety risks associated with the Project have 
been identified and appropriate mitigation strategies prepared.

Cost effectiveness Assessment against this criterion will consider the extent to which 
the Application demonstrates that:

 y The budget items are reasonable and relevant for the proposed 
Project Activities.

 y The Funding requested is adequately justified with respect to 
the Project’s scale and intended Project Outcomes.

 y Third party cash and in-kind contributions are leveraged by 
the Project (assessed as a proportion of the total dollar value 
of the Project).
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5.4. moderation process

A Moderation Panel consisting of Departmental 
officials will consider the assessed Applications before 
providing recommendations to the Minister. 

The Moderation Panel will consider Applications in the 
context of: 

 y The species to benefit from the Project with 
consideration of the Threatened Species Strategy  

 y Meeting the Objectives of the Fund

 y Achieving value for public money 

 y The Applicant’s capacity to deliver with consideration 
of the number of Projects for each Applicant 

 y The extent to which Project Outcomes are likely to 
be maintained into the future

 y Achieving representation of a range of Project types 
and geographic locations

 y Achieving a mix of smaller and larger Projects

 y Commitments made by the Australian Government 
in relation to the Fund and other Australian 
Government programs, and other Departmental 
objectives and priorities. 

Through the Moderation Process, the Moderation Panel 
may choose to recommend an Application for funding 
that has a lower value with relevant money ranking 
than another on the basis of the above factors.  

It is a possibility that, to achieve that outcome, an 
Applicant may not be offered the level of Funding it 
has requested, or an Applicant may be requested to 
remove some of its proposed Project Activities.

The Moderation Panel may also consider additional 
advice from an independent WHS advisor.

5.5. final approval of funding 

Following the Assessment and Moderation processes, 
the Department will provide recommendations to the 
Minister for the Environment and Energy on the merits 
of each Application for final approval of funding. The 
Applications must be approved by the Minister and 
Applicants must enter into a Funding Agreement in 
order to receive funding. 

5.6.  notification of 
assessment outcomes

An acknowledgment receipt of your Application is 
available once you have submitted your Application. 
Follow the prompts offered once your Application 
is submitted.

After the Minister for the Environment and Energy 
has made a decision on proposals for Funding, all 
Applicants will be informed in writing (via email or 
mail) whether or not their Project has been successful. 
All unsuccessful Applicants will be offered feedback 
on their Application at the end of the assessment and 
approvals process.

Successful proposals will be published on the 
Department’s website, usually once a formal 
announcement is made. 
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6.1. the funding agreement

Successful Applicants must enter into a legally 
binding Funding Agreement with the Commonwealth 
Government within the timeframe specified in the 
letter of offer provided to the approved Applicants.

The Funding Agreement sets out the general reporting, 
promotional and auditing terms under which funding 
is provided. In preparing Funding Agreements, the 
Department will identify whether a low, medium, or 
high risk Funding Agreement will be used. 

Special conditions may vary between proposals and 
will be outlined in the Project schedule. 

Sample Funding Agreements will be available on the 
Department’s website at www.nrm.gov.au/national/
threatened-species-recovery-fund.

6.2. commencement date 

The Project Commencement Date is the date that the 
signed (by the official contact) Funding Agreement is 
countersigned by the Commonwealth Government 
delegate (the Funding Agreement is ‘executed’).  The 
Department will work with successful Applicants with 
the aim of having Funding Agreements in place within 
8 weeks of the approval of Projects.  

A copy of the completed Funding Agreement will be 
returned to you for your records.

6.3. payment of funding

Funds will be paid following the execution of the 
Funding Agreement in accordance with the agreed 
milestones and payment schedules, provided that 
you have met any conditions required before the 
commencement of your Project, as set out in the 
Funding Agreement.  

6.4.  reporting, record  
keeping and acquittal

In line with standard Australian Government audit 
and evaluation requirements, all Recipients will be 
subject to financial and performance monitoring and 
evaluation to ensure that they are meeting specified 
milestones and performance indicators as detailed 
in the Funding Agreement. Meeting the required 
reporting obligations within the given timeframe is 
compulsory to ensure the continuation of Funding. 

Monitoring and reporting requirements are detailed 
on the Department’s NRM website at www.nrm.gov.
au/my-Project/monitoring-and-reporting.  Information 
about how to register and use the online reporting 
tool as well as information about other reporting 
requirements will be sent to Recipients as soon as 
possible after the Project Commencement Date. 

Recipients are required to provide information and 
reports to the Australian Government, and additional 
information on request. This may include:

 y A Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and 
Improvement (MERI) Plan including a Project Activity 
schedule (submitted using the Department’s MERIT 
online reporting tool) shortly after the Project 
Commencement Date 

 y An online progress report in MERIT every six months 
during the term of the Funding Agreement

 y Financial reports as specified in the 
Funding Agreement 

 y A final Project report, including a final survey, due 
within eight weeks of the agreed Completion Date for 
the Project, including additional questions which will 
contribute to the Department’s evaluation of the Fund.

Recipients will be required to keep written records of 
Project Activities and monitor the results as specified 
in the Funding Agreement. This information will help 
Recipients to evaluate and report on the success of 
the Project. Occasionally staff from the Department 

6.  conditions 
of funding

http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.nrm.gov.au/my-Project/monitoring-and-reporting
http://www.nrm.gov.au/my-Project/monitoring-and-reporting


threatened species recovery fund

Open Round guidelines

18

may contact Recipients to check how a Project is 
progressing, or to arrange a visit to the Project Site. 
Recipients must also keep proper accounting records 
to account for the expenditure of funds received.

Recipients are required to use the MERIT 
online reporting tool to map their Project Sites and to 
monitor and report on Project Activities and Outcomes. 
Applicants can view the MERIT online reporting tool at 
https://fieldcapture.ala.org.au/.

An evaluation by the Department will determine how 
funding awarded under the Fund has achieved the 
Fund’s Objectives. Funding Recipients will be required 
to provide information to assist this evaluation, as 
stipulated in the Funding Agreement. This information 
will be obtained through regular monitoring and 
reporting as required by the Fund. 

As a recipient of public monies, Recipients are obliged 
to report on the financial and practical progress of the 
Project undertaken. This may involve an independent 
qualified accountant examining the Project’s records 
and certifying that all Funds have been expended in 
accordance with the Funding Agreement. Once the 
Project is completed, Recipients must acquit their 
Project. Final acquittal is required within eight weeks of 
the agreed completion date for the Project. 

6.5. tax implications

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is generally 
applicable to Funding Agreements where the Applicant 
is registered for GST (or is required to be) and the 
payment is considered subject to GST. If you’re unsure of 
the GST status of your organisation and any associated 
implications, please contact the Australian Taxation 
Office or seek independent advice.

Applicants must also provide an Australian Business 
Number (ABN). This must be for the Applicant entity 
which would receive the funding and enter into the 
Funding Agreement.  When applying as an individual 
and don’t have an ABN and are not GST registered, you 
will need to provide the Australian Taxation Office Form 
called ‘Statement by Supplier: (Reason for not quoting an 
ABN)’. If this statement is not provided, the Application 
will be deemed ineligible as stated in Section 2.2. 
The ‘Statement by Supplier’ is available on the internet 
at www.ato.gov.au or at any local post office.

Please be aware that there may be tax implications 
resulting from receipt of grant funds. It is strongly 
recommended that Applicants consult the Australian 
Taxation Office or seek professional advice on any 
taxation implications that may arise from participation 
in the Fund. 

6.6.  environment protection and 
biodiversity conservation 
act 1999

Under the EPBC Act, the Applicant is responsible for 
referring their Project to the Australian Government if 
it is likely to have a significant impact on a matter of 
National Environment Significance. Further information 
on the EPBC Act can be found at www.environment.
gov.au/epbc/index.html.  

Applicants should consider this risk as part of a risk 
assessment for the Project if relevant. 

6.7. other laws and approvals

All Projects must comply with relevant 
Commonwealth, State, Territory and local authority 
environmental, heritage and planning laws, including 
the National Code of Practice for the Construction 
Industry. This requirement is specified in the Funding 
Agreement, and action may be taken to cancel the 
Project or retrieve Project funds where such laws have 
not been complied with. 

6.8. insurance

It is the Recipient’s responsibility to ensure they hold 
the relevant insurance for the activities undertaken, 
and the Recipient may be asked to provide copies 
of the relevant Certificates of Currency prior to the 
payment of any Funding. Project Activities must be 
covered by insurance covering legal liability (including 
liability assumed under contract) for loss or damage 
to property or injury or death to persons arising out of 
or in connection with carrying out the Project for an 
insured amount of $10 million per occurrence and not 
less than $20 million in aggregate.

6.9. promotion and publicity

Successful Applicants must agree to acknowledge 
Australian Government support. Any signage or 
publications related to the Project must carry an 
appropriate Australian Government logo (logo 
and Guidelines for their use will be supplied 
to grant recipients as required). The Australian 
Government reserves the right to publicly disclose 
information about the Project in any promotional 
material in a manner agreed and specified in the 
Funding Agreement.

https://fieldcapture.ala.org.au/
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/index.html
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7.1.  applicant rights  
and responsibilities

General Obligations

It is the responsibility of the Applicant to: 

üü fully and properly inform themselves of the 
requirements of the Fund, these Guidelines and the 
Application Process 

üü ensure their Application is complete and accurate 
as the Department is not obliged to request 
additional or missing information 

üü ensure their Application is received by the 
Department before the Closing Time

üü identify any information contained within their 
Application, which they consider should be treated 
as confidential and provide reasons for the request 
(noting the Department will not be in breach of 
any confidentiality obligations where disclosure is 
required as outlined further in Section 8.1) 

üü keep a copy of their Application, attachments and 
unique identifier for their records 

üü after submitting their Application, promptly 
inform the Department of any changes to their 
circumstances, which may affect their Application 
or eligibility for funding under these Guidelines. 

Risk, costs and expense

The Applicant’s participation in any stage of the 
Application process, or in relation to any matter 
concerning the process, is at the Applicant’s sole risk, 
cost and expense. The Australian Government will not 
be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by 
an Applicant in preparing or lodging an Application 
or in taking part in the Application process or the 
Fund. Funding Recipients will be fully responsible for 
implementing and delivering their Projects funded 
under the Fund. 

The Australian Government will not accept 
responsibility for any misunderstanding arising 
from the failure by the Applicant to comply with 
these Guidelines, or arising from any discrepancies, 
ambiguities, inconsistencies or errors in their 
Application or in these Guidelines. 

False and misleading information

Applicants are entirely responsible for the accuracy 
of all information submitted in their Application. If 
Applicants knowingly provide false or misleading 
information, the Application will be excluded from 
the Assessment Process. Applicants should be aware 
that giving false or misleading information is a serious 
offence under the Criminal Code Act 1995. 

If an Applicant discovers any material discrepancy, 
ambiguity, inconsistency or errors in their 
submitted Application, they must immediately 
bring it to the attention of the Department 
by emailing tsrfund@environment.gov.au or by 
phoning 1800 803 772.

Projects may be terminated if false or misleading 
information is provided in an Application.

7.  rights and 
responsibilities

mailto:tsrfund@environment.gov.au
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7.2.  the australian government's 
rights and responsibilities

The Australian Government is committed to ensuring 
the process for providing funding under the Fund is 
fair and in accordance with published Guidelines.

Fairness and impartiality: Applicants will be 
treated equally and have the same opportunity to 
access information and advice.

Consistency and transparency of process: 
Applications will be evaluated in a systematic 
manner against explicit predetermined 
Assessment Criteria.

Security and confidentiality: the processes 
adopted for receiving and managing Applicant 
information will ensure the security and 
confidentiality of intellectual property and 
propriety information.

Identification and resolution of potential 
conflicts of interest: staff involved in the 
Application and Assessment Process are required 
to declare and address any actual or perceived 
conflict of interest prior to providing any advice 
or assessment.

Circumstances for waiving/amending 
criteria: The Australian Government is committed 
to ensuring the process for providing funding 
under the Fund is transparent and in accordance 
with published Fund Guidelines. Guidelines may 
be varied from time to time by the Australian 
Government as the needs of the Fund dictate. 
Amended Guidelines will be published on the 
Department’s website.

The Australian Government reserves the right to 
vary, suspend or terminate the Guidelines and/or the 
Assessment Process at any time and in its absolute 
discretion. The Australian Government also reserves 
the right to invite Applications outside of the 
timeframes outlined in these Guidelines to meet 
emerging priorities.

The Australian Government will not accept any 
liability in relation to the failure by an Applicant to 
comply with these Guidelines or arising from any 
discrepancies, ambiguities, inconsistencies or errors 
in their Application. 

The Department may contact an Applicant or 
Applicants during the Assessment Process to seek 
clarification about their Application, especially 
where the information provided in the Application 
is ambiguous or where contradictory statements 
are made, or to request evidence in support of any 
declaration made in the Application. The Department 
reserves the right to accept or disregard additional 
information provided by the Applicant and will not 
allow responses which materially improve or amend 
an Applicant’s original Application.

The Department reserves the right at its absolute 
discretion to exclude from further consideration 
Applications that do not contain sufficient 
information on which to make an assessment.

These Guidelines have been developed giving 
consideration to the Commonwealth Grant Rules 
and Guidelines 2014. 
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8.1. disclosure 

The Australian Government Department of the 
Environment and Energy is collecting information on 
the Fund Application Form to assess the Application 
for funding. 

Applicants must identify any information contained 
within their Application, which they consider should 
be treated as confidential and provide reasons for 
the request. 

The Department will only consider a request for 
confidentiality where: 

 y the information to be protected is identified in 
specific rather than global terms 

 y the information is by its nature confidential and

 y disclosure would cause detriment to the 
parties concerned. 

The Department is subject to the legislative and 
administrative accountability and transparency 
requirements of the Australian Government, including 
disclosure to the Parliament and its Committees. 
Notwithstanding any obligation of confidentiality, the 
Department may disclose, or allow at any time the 
disclosure of, any information contained in or relating 
to any Application: 

 y to its advisers, employees or internal management 
for purposes related to the Application and 
Assessment Processes, including to evaluate or 
otherwise assess Applications and manage any 
resultant Funding Agreement 

 y to the responsible Minister

 y in response to a request by a House or a Committee 
of the Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia 

 y within the Department, or with another agency, 
where this serves the Australian Government’s 
legitimate interests 

 y to state and territory government agencies involved 
in Revegetation

 y where the information is authorised or required 
by law to be disclosed, noting that information 
submitted to the Australian Government is 
subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and 
its requirements 

 y where the information is already in the public 
domain otherwise than due to a breach of 
any relevant confidentiality obligation by the 
Australian Government. 

In submitting an Application, Applicants consent to 
the Department using the information submitted for 
the above mentioned purposes, for administering 
the Fund, any other relevant programs and any other 
incidental or related purpose. 

Applicants should be aware if they are successful, 
Commonwealth policy requires the Department to 
publish information on its website about Recipients, 
including but not limited to the: 

 y name of the person or entity receiving the funding

 y title and purpose of the Project

 y amount of funding awarded 

 y term of the funding

 y funding site locations. 

By submitting an Application under the Fund, 
the Applicant consents to publication of the 
above information by the Department if they are 
awarded funding. 

The Department will store and use the personal 
information collected by it in compliance with its 
obligations under the Privacy Act 1988. Applicants 
may access or correct personal information by either 
emailing the Department or sending a letter via the 
contact details in Section 9.

8.  disclosure of 
information 
and privacy
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8.2. privacy

All personal information included in an Application is 
protected by law, including the Privacy Act 1988, and is 
collected by the Australian Government Department 
of the Environment and Energy for the assessment and 
administration of the Fund. This information is required 
to process the Application. 

The personal information may be used by the 
Department or given to other parties where the 
Applicant has agreed or it is required or authorized 
by law. 

More information about the way in which the 
Department will manage personal information, 
including the Department’s Privacy Policy, can be 
obtained by requesting a copy from the Department or 
at www.environment.gov.au/privacy-policy. 

8.3. surveys

Applicants may be asked to complete a short survey, 
provided by the Department. The survey will seek 
feedback on the Application Process to help improve 
the Department’s Application Process for any future 
rounds and/or programs. The responses will not 
be published.

The feedback you provide will be anonymous unless 
you choose to provide your details. Any personal 
information you provide will be used and stored in 
accordance with the Department’s Privacy Policy. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/privacy-policy
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All enquiries will be handled consistently with 
the Department’s Service Charter 2014–2015, 
available from the Department’s website at 
www.environment.gov.au. 

If an Applicant would like to enquire about the way 
their Application has been handled by the Department, 
the Applicant can lodge a complaint by contacting the 
Department via:

Email:  
tsrfund@environment.gov.au 

Postage:  
Office of the Threatened Species Commissioner  
Biodiversity Conservation Division  
Department of the Environment and Energy  
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601

The complaint will be managed in line with the 
Department’s Complaints Management Policy. 
The Department is committed to consistent, fair 
and confidential handling of complaints and to 
resolving complaints as quickly as possible. Feedback 
and complaints will be handled impartially and in a 
confidential manner.

9.  enquiries 
and complaints

http://www.environment.gov.au
mailto:tsrfund@environment.gov.au
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appendix a: grant application process flowchart

APPLICATION
Applicant submits an Application. Department acknowledges receipt.

CONTRACT/FUNDING AGREEMENT
An agreement is negotiated and signed by the successful Applicant.  The Departmental delegate executes the agreement.

ADVICE TO MINISTER
Advice is provided to the Approver on the merits of each Application against the Guidelines.

COMPLETION AND ACQUITTAL
Recipients complete Project Activities, provide final report and financial acquittal.  

Department accepts final report and financial acquittal.

ASSESSMENT AND MODERATION
Application is assessed against eligibility and merit criteria and moderated by the moderation panel.

IMPLEMENT PROJECT ACTIVITIES AND MEET MILESTONES
Recipient prepares a Project MERI Plan for approval by the Department. The Recipient undertakes project activities 

and completes milestones including providing reports. Department makes payments and monitors progress.

APPROVAL
The Minister makes a decision and Applicants are advised of the outcome.  

Successful Applications are published on the Department website and/or announced in the media.

EVALUATION
Department evaluates the outcomes of the Fund. 

Applicant may be asked to provide information to assist this evaluation.
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appendix b: targeted 
species in the 
threatened species strategy

Targeted species —Birds

Common name

Norfolk Island green parrot

Helmeted honeyeater

Night parrot

Eastern bristlebird

White-throated grasswren

 Malleefowl

Mallee-emu wren

 Alligator Rivers yellow chat

Golden-shouldered parrot

Plains wanderer

Hooded plover (eastern)

Norfolk Island boobook owl

Southern cassowary

Western ground parrot

Christmas Island frigatebird

Regent honeyeater

Orange-bellied parrot

Eastern curlew

Red-tailed black cockatoo (south eastern)

Australasian bittern

Swift parrot

Targeted Species—Mammals

Common name

Numbat 

Mala 

Mountain pygmy-possum 

Greater bilby 

Golden bandicoot 

Brush-tailed rabbit-rat 

Eastern bettong 

Western quoll 

Kangaroo Island dunnart 

Eastern barred bandicoot 

Leadbeater’s possum 

Central rock-rat 

Gilbert’s potoroo 

Western ringtail possum 

Black-footed rock-wallaby 

Eastern quoll 

Woylie 

Northern hopping mouse 

Christmas Island flying-fox 

Mahogany glider
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Targeted Species—Plants

Common name

Small purple pea 

Little mountain palm 

Mongarlowe mallee 

Caley’s grevillea 

Fairy bells 

Magenta lilly pilly 

Kakadu hibiscus 

Central Australian cabbage palm 

Purple wattle 

Ormeau bottle tree 

Mossman fairy orchid 

Ant plant 

Bulberin nut 

Whibley’s wattle 

Vincentia banksia 

Silver daisy bush 

Fleurieu leek orchid 

Blue top sun orchid 

Southport heath 

Morrisby’s gum 

Shy susan 

Silver gum 

Spiny rice flower 

Button wrinklewort 

Turnip copperburr 

Matchstick banksia 

Glossy-leafed hammer-orchid 

Black grevillea 

Fitzgerald’s mulla-mulla 

Scaly-leaved featherflower
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appendix c: glosary of terms

Term Definition

Action Plan Five year plan for implementing the Threatened Species Strategy, including targets to 
measure success. Action areas include:

 y Tackling feral cats

 y Safe havens for species most at risk

 y Improving habitat

 y Emergency intervention to avert extinctions

Applicant An entity who lodges an Application. 

Application An Application for Funding under the Open Round of the Fund. 

Application Form The grant Funding Application Form for the Fund, available at www.nrm.gov.au/
national/threatened-species-recovery-fund

Assessment Process The process that will be used to assess Applications as described in Section 5 of 
these Guidelines.

Closing Time The closing time for Applications stated on the cover page of these Guidelines.

Conservation Advices Conservation Advices include the grounds a species is listed under the EPBC Act, 
the main factors that caused its listing and guidance on what could be done to 
stop the decline of, or support the recovery of the species. Further information on 
Conservation Advices can be found at: www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/
threatened/conservation-advices.  

Department The Department of the Environment and Energy or any other agency that administers 
the Fund from time to time.

Ecological 
Communities

Ecological Communities are naturally occurring groups of plants and animals. Their 
species composition can be determined by factors such as soil type, position in the 
landscape, climate and water availability.

Eligibility Criteria The criteria that an Applicant and a Project must meet in order to be eligible for 
Funding under the Fund, as described in Section 2 of these Guidelines.

EPBC Act Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

Fund The Threatened Species Recovery Fund 

Funding Payments made from the Fund in accordance with these Guidelines to any approved 
Funding Recipient

Funding Agreement A legally enforceable, performance-based contract between the Department and the 
successful Applicant that sets out the terms and conditions governing the Funding to 
be provided under the Fund.

Guidelines The Threatened Species Recovery Fund Open Round 2017–2018 Guidelines 
(this document).

In-kind Contributions A non-cash input which can be assigned a cash value. This could include labour, or 
use of machinery or equipment, among other things. 

MERI All Funding Recipients will have monitoring, evaluation, reporting and improvement 
(MERI) responsibilities detailed in the Funding Agreement. Information on monitoring 
and reporting requirements are on the website at www.nrm.gov.au/my-Project/
monitoring-and-reporting

http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.nrm.gov.au/national/threatened-species-recovery-fund
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/conservation-advices
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/conservation-advices
http://www.nrm.gov.au/my-Project/monitoring-and-reporting
http://www.nrm.gov.au/my-Project/monitoring-and-reporting
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Term Definition

Minister  The Minister responsible for the Australian Government Department which 
administers the Fund from time to time, currently the Minister for the Environment 
and Energy.

Natural Resource 
Management (NRM)

The sustainable management of Australia’s natural resources (our land, water, 
marine and biological systems) to ensure our ongoing social, economic and 
environmental wellbeing.

Objectives The strategic objectives of the Fund as defined in Section 1.3 of these Guidelines.

Open Round This Round of the Threatened Species Recovery Fund, as described in 
these Guidelines.

Project A Project which satisfies the Eligibility Criteria in Section 2 of these Guidelines.

Project Activities The Activities that Applicants propose to undertake to address one or more of 
the Objectives.

Project Outcomes The outcomes that a Project proposes to deliver.

Project Site The location/area where Project Activities will take place. A Project may have multiple 
Project Sites.

Recipient An Applicant who has entered a Funding Agreement with the Department.

Recovery Plans Recovery Plans are comprehensive management tools that enable recovery activities 
for Threatened Species and ecological communities to occur within a planned and 
logical framework. Recovery plans describe key threats and identify specific recovery 
actions and can be for either single or multiple species, or based on a region. 
Recovery plans can be found at: www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/
recovery-plans

Revegetation The re-establishment of vegetation in areas that have been cleared or highly modified. 
Revegetation methods include planting tubestock and direct seeding.

Targets The targets set out in the Threatened Species Strategy’s Action Plan.

Targeted Species The 20 mammals, 20 birds and 30 plants targeted for recovery by 2020 under the 
Threatened Species Strategy (listed in Appendix B).

Threat Abatement 
Plans

Threat abatement plans are established under the EPBC Act and provide for the 
research, management, and any other actions necessary to reduce the impact of a 
listed key threatening process on native species and ecological communities. 

Threatened Species Any nationally listed Threatened Species or Threatened Ecological Community listed 
under the EPBC Act. For more information see www.environment.gov.au/sprat

Threatened Species 
Strategy 

The Australian Government’s Threatened Species Strategy launched in July 2015, 
available at: www.environment.gov.au/ts-strategy

Threatened 
Ecological 
Community

Any nationally listed Threatened Ecological Community under the EPBC Act. For more 
information see www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/recovery-plans
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/recovery-plans
http://www.environment.gov.au/sprat
http://www.environment.gov.au/ts-strategy
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/communities
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