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1 Funding overview 
The Resource Recovery Infrastructure Fund, managed by 
Sustainability Victoria (SV) on behalf of the Victorian Government, 
aims to support the development of infrastructure that improves 
the collection, sorting and processing of recycled materials. 
This program seeks innovative or better practice projects that will 
increase jobs and the recovery of priority materials in the resource 
recovery industry. In doing so, the program aims to build Victoria’s 
capacity and capability to recover and reprocess collected and sorted 
materials to an improved standard. 

Round 3 has up to $3 million allocated to infrastructure grants. 
Projects located in and servicing Victoria can apply for between 
$40,000 and $500,000 in funding for infrastructure development. 
Infrastructure can be for collection, sorting or processing. 

Round 3 is seeking projects that target food organics, rigid and soft 
plastics, paper and cardboard, and e-waste re-processing as priority 
materials. However, projects addressing the future resource recovery 
infrastructure needs and opportunities identified in the Regional 
Waste and Resource Recovery Implementation Plans (Regional 
Implementation Plans) developed by the Waste and Resource 
Recovery Groups (WRRGs) will also be supported. 

Projects must be completed by 31 March 2021.  

Applications for Round 3 must be submitted by 3 pm, 31 July 2018.  

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/What-we-do/Strategy-and-planning/Regional-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Implementation-Plans
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/What-we-do/Strategy-and-planning/Regional-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Implementation-Plans
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/What-we-do/Strategy-and-planning/Regional-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Implementation-Plans
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/What-we-do/Strategy-and-planning/Regional-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Implementation-Plans
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/What-we-do/Strategy-and-planning/Regional-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Implementation-Plans
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2 Why is funding available? 
The Fund is part of the Victorian Government’s waste and resource 
recovery  $30.4 million Jobs and Innovation in Resource Recovery 
funding package. SV’s research indicates that government 
intervention is required to facilitate the additional investment 
necessary to achieve a higher level of recovery for certain priority 
materials. Whilst SV has programs to address a range of barriers 
to investment, initial capital costs remain a barrier. 

The Victorian Government is committed to increasing Victoria’s 
recovery rate and reducing reliance on landfills. Additional 
infrastructure will be necessary for priority waste materials such as 
rigid and flexible plastics, paper and cardboard, and food and garden 
organics.  In addition, the government has committed to implementing 
an e-waste landfill ban.  Infrastructure support will be required to 
support this ban and will be aimed at e-waste re-processing under 
this funding program. Furthermore, the Implementation Plans 
for Metropolitan, Barwon South West, Gippsland, Goulburn Valley, 
Grampians Central West, Loddon Mallee and North East Waste 
Resource Recovery Groups identify specific infrastructure needs 
for each of the regions.

2.1  Expected Outcomes from the Program 
(Benefits)

The success of the grant projects will be assessed via a number 
of measures against the overall funding targets for the program 
as follows:

 › Increased recovery of priority materials  
(tonnes and % recovery rate)

 › Increase in jobs (FTE)

 › Reduction of waste to landfill per capita (kg)

 › Avoided GHG emissions (tonnes CO2-e)

Supported projects will not be limited to those addressing all of 
these measures but are expected to deliver outcomes that support 
the program targets. All projects must align with the Regional 
Implementation Plans.

3 Eligibility 

3.1 Who can submit an application? 
To be eligible to apply for funding, applicants must: 

 › be councils or businesses located in and servicing Victoria  

 › have a current Australian Business Number (ABN) 

 › have satisfactory environmental, safety and financial performance 
(see Section 6 – Assessment Criteria)

 › agree to comply with SV’s Terms and Conditions 

 › agree to comply with SV’s Terms of Participation in Grant Programs.

Collaborative applications for funding are also encouraged, for example 
between businesses who generate large quantities of food, plastics, 
paper and cardboard, or for processing e-waste and those who can 
collect and/or reprocess the material. Collaborative applications will 
require a lead applicant that will be accountable for implementation 
of the funding agreement. 

https://www2.delwp.vic.gov.au/environment-and-energy-big-winners-in-the-201718-budget
https://www2.delwp.vic.gov.au/environment-and-energy-big-winners-in-the-201718-budget
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4  Funding and co-contribution 
requirements

Funding of between $40,000 and $500,000 is available per project. 
A co-contribution from the applicant is required. Your organisation 
must make a minimum co contribution towards the total project 
cost based on the ratios and percentages outlined in Table 2. 
For collaborative projects, the appropriate co-contribution ratio 
will be applied separately to each party’s contribution amount.

TABLE 2 CO-CONTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS

Organisation types Minimum financial/cash co 
contribution ratio required 

(applicant: SV funding) 

% allowance of co 
contribution that can be 
in-kind 

(see Section 5 – 
Definitions)

Councils 1:1 (e.g. $200,000: $200,000) 10% 

Business (for example, small to medium enterprises (20 to 200 
employees); large businesses (200+ employees); industry peak bodies 

2:1 (e.g. $400,000: $200,000) 10% 

4.1 What will be funded?
Projects must meet the following criteria:

 › must align to the Statewide Waste and Resource Recovery 
Infrastructure Plan goals and directions 

 › must align with and support Regional Implementation Plans

 › be located in and servicing Victoria

 › installation of new infrastructure or upgrades that lead to improved 
recovery and efficiency

 › address recovery (not disposal) infrastructure – as measured 
by tonnes recovered and/or reduction in risk to public health/
environment, with a focus on priority materials such as; organics, 
flexible and rigid plastics, paper and carboard, and e-waste 
processing  

 › the extent to which the project can achieve measurable change 
by 31 March 2021

 › the extent to which the project leverages investment (private or 
local government)

 › increase in new jobs for the resource recovery sector

 › add significant capacity to collection, sorting or processing 
of materials

 › address a demonstrated need or barrier 

 › demonstrate better practice and/or innovation

 › be evidence based or strengthen the evidence base 

 › meet the minimum co-contribution requirement of the fund

 › provide a significant and measurably improved recovery of the 
identified priority material 

 › provide a reduction of waste to landfill.  

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/our-priorities/statewide-waste-planning/2015-2020-priorities/statewide-waste-and-resource-recovery-infrastructure-plan
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/our-priorities/statewide-waste-planning/2015-2020-priorities/statewide-waste-and-resource-recovery-infrastructure-plan
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-Us/What-we-do/Strategy-and-planning/Regional-Waste-and-Resource-Recovery-Implementation-Plans
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4.2 What won’t be considered for funding? 
Funding will not be provided for:  

 › projects that do not meet the eligibility criteria for the fund 

 › projects not located in and servicing Victoria 

 › projects that do not address recovery infrastructure (e.g. disposal)

 › projects that request funds to produce documents only and 
do not deliver infrastructure (e.g. feasibility studies, scoping 
documentation, business case development, designs, site plans etc.) 

 › projects for education or market development activities 

 › projects requesting less than $40,000 or more than $500,000 
in SV funding

 › projects that seek funding which does not meet the minimum 
co-contribution ratio

 › infrastructure development that has previously received matched 
funding from SV for the organisation’s contribution 

 › requests for retrospective funding, where projects are completed 
or have commenced prior to signing a funding agreement with SV 
(unless the funding is for a separate stage of the project)

 › projects using native forestry materials and wastes as a feedstock

 › projects that are being undertaken in order to comply with 
regulation 

 › applicants (including related entities, the project partners and 
sub-contractors) that have failed to adequately address an 
environmental or safety breach or cannot demonstrate they are 
working effectively to resolve the breach

 › applicants that are unable to demonstrate the financial capability 
to undertake the project

 › projects that do not demonstrate outcomes which are based on 
evidence

 › project outcomes that are not directly attributable to the SV grant 
funding

 › projects where applicants have received funding or support for 
the same activities from other sources

 › projects that do not clearly demonstrate a need for Victorian 
Government support

 › the purchase of vehicles, vehicular attachments or modifications 
e.g. front end loader, fork lift etc

 › projects that require ongoing funding or support other than the 
initial grant 

 › projects that require funds to purchase land 

 › projects that focus on routine or cyclical maintenance works 

 › projects that involve the repair of facilities damaged by vandalism, 
fire or other natural disasters where the damage should be covered 
by insurance 

 › ongoing operational costs such as, but not limited to, salaries, 
electricity, water and other utilities 

 › organisations that have failed to satisfactorily complete any 
other previous projects funded by SV without sufficient reason 

 › projects that cannot reasonably be completed in the fund timelines 
(approved projects must be completed by 31 March 2021)

 › applications submitted after the closing date and time 
(3 pm, 31 July 2018).

4.3  What will be required of 
successful applicants? 

Successful applicants must: 

 › deliver the project as outlined in their application 

 › provide adequate monitoring and evaluation of the project 

 › provide written commitment to participate in SV’s annual data 
survey or similar

 › provide facilities with appropriate safety and security 

 › meet better practice standards for resource recovery centres 
(Better Practice Resource Recovery Centre Guide)

 › collect and release data on the project, and participate in project 
evaluation conducted by SV for up to five years 

 › participate in and contribute to promotional activities such as case 
studies that may be published or celebrate the successful delivery 
of the funded projects 

 › provide suitable training for operational staff in line with changing 
requirements from new infrastructure.

4.4  The Victorian Industry Participation 
Policy (VIPP) 

The Victorian Government has recently undertaken reforms to the 
Victorian Industry Participation Policy. Please read this section 
carefully to understand how it applies to your grant application.

The Victorian Industry Participation Policy (VIPP) seeks to maximise 
opportunities for Australian, New Zealand and Victorian suppliers 
to compete for government business on the basis of best value for 
money over the life of the goods or services. The VIPP is implemented 
by Victorian Government agencies to help drive local industry 
development. 

The application of the VIPP to grant recipients ensures local firms 
are able to access opportunities within the procurement activity once 
it commences.

The VIPP does not apply to your application under this program.  
However, successful grant recipients whose total project cost 
meets the VIPP monetary thresholds* need to comply with the VIPP 
requirements. This means that your project will be registered by SV 
with ICN (Industry Capability Network) for you to obtain an Interaction 
Reference Number (IRN). The IRN and any other agreements reached 
regarding the VIPP will be included in the SV grant funding agreement 
for monitoring and reporting purposes.

*  The VIPP applies if the total cost of the grant recipient’s project 
meets or exceeds either: 

 › $3 million in metropolitan Melbourne /statewide or

 › $1 million in regional Victoria 

For further information on the VIPP, contact ICN at (03) 9864 6700 or 
go to www.icn.org.au/content/victoria/vipp

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/Government/Waste-and-Resource-recovery/Better-practice-resource-recovery-centres
http://www.icn.org.au/content/victoria/vipp


6

5 Definitions 

In-kind Contributions

In-kind is an activity other than financial support that is contributed 
towards a project. Examples of in-kind contributions include staff time 
to manage project implementation and installation costs that utilise 
existing internal resources. 

Environmental or Safety Breach

An environmental or safety breach is any past or current prosecution, 
reportable incident, investigation, notice, penalty, warning, regulatory 
intervention or enforcement action from the Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) or Victorian WorkCover Authority (WorkSafe) or failure 
to comply with any environmental and safety laws.

Environmental and Safety Laws

Environmental and safety laws are the Occupational Health and Safety 
Act 2004, Environment Protection Act 1970 or any other legislation, 
regulation order, statute, by-law, ordinance or any other legislative 
or regulatory measure, code, standard or requirement relating to the 
protection and safety of persons or property or which regulate the 
environment including laws relating to land use planning, pollution of 
air or water, soil or groundwater contamination, chemicals, waste, the 
use, handling, storage or transport of dangerous goods or substances, 
greenhouse gas emissions, carbon trading, or any other aspect of 
protection of the environment.  

Retrospective Funding

Where projects are completed or have commenced prior to signing 
a funding agreement with SV.   

Innovation

For the purposes of this Fund, innovation is defined as the generation 
and application of new ideas or a change to the way infrastructure is 
used that significantly improves its processing efficiency. 

Better Practice

Better practice can be defined as operations that meet best practice 
and are committed to achieving better practice.

Calculating Full-Time Equivalent Employees (FTE)

You have three employees and they work 40 hours, 40 hours, and 
20 hours per week totalling 100 hours. Assuming a full-time employee 
works 40 hours per week, your full-time equivalent calculation is 
100 hours divided by 40 hours which equals 2.5 FTE.

Related Entities

Entities which are related to the applicant and includes:

 › Holding companies of the applicant

 › Subsidiaries of the applicant

 › Subsidiaries of holding companies of the applicant

 › Companies with common directors or shareholders as the applicant

 › Companies that are a beneficiary under a trust of which the 
applicant is a trustee

 › Trustees of a trust under which the applicant is a beneficiary

 › Companies that carry on business at the same address as the 
applicant, or the same address as the location of the activity for 
which the funding is sought.
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6 Assessment Criteria 

How will applications be assessed? 

Applications will be assessed to determine whether the applicant 
and the project meet the eligibility criteria (Refer to Sections 3 and 4). 
Eligible projects will be assessed against the following merit criteria:  

What – Describe the project (60%) 

 › Increased/additional tonnages of materials to be diverted

 › Increased number of jobs created

 › Source of the material being diverted and control over feedstock

 › End market/s for the diverted materials

 › Alignment with the Regional Implementation Plans 

 › Reduction in waste to landfill (tonnes)

 › Benefits to the region/council/facility

Who – (10%)

 › Capacity and capability of the organisation to deliver the project 
(project partners and stakeholders)

How (20%)

 › Project will be completed by 31 March 2021

 › Demonstrates innovation and/or better practice

 › Addresses a need or market failure

 › Monitoring and evaluation of project  
(how will the outputs be measured)

Project budget (10%) 

 › Value for money ($ per job and $ per tonnes diverted)

 › The Project cost is relative to the project benefits 

 › Leverages Victorian Government funds (ratio of Victorian 
Government funds to funds invested by the applicant). 

 › Extent of co-contribution (Private or Local Government).

 › Increased investment leverage in resource recovery infrastructure

Environmental, safety and financial performance

Applicant’s compliance with environmental or safety laws (see Section 
5 – Definitions) and financial performance will be assessed using a 
risk based approach (including related entities, the project partners 
and sub-contractors).

Applicants must:

 › have had no environmental or safety breaches in the last five years, 
or:

 – the breach was not serious;

 – the breach has been satisfactorily resolved, or the applicant can 
demonstrate they are working effectively to resolve the breach;

 – the applicant has made appropriate efforts, including 
implementing management systems, to ensure the breach is 
not repeated, and/or;

 – since the breach, the applicant has had a satisfactory level of 
compliance with environmental and safety laws.

 › demonstrate financial capability to undertake the project.

Other criteria which may be considered

 › Geographical spread of projects across rural and regional Victoria

 › Diversity of projects

7  TAKE2 – Victoria’s Climate 
Change Pledge Program 

The Victorian Government has committed to reaching net zero 
emissions by 2050 to help keep the global temperature rise under 
two degrees by the middle of this century and it needs the Victorian 
community to help by pledging to TAKE2. 

TAKE2 is the government’s voluntary pledge initiative on climate 
change. It is open for all Victorians – businesses, local governments, 
educational institutions, community organisations and individuals – 
to pledge action on climate change. 

Organisations can show their commitment to taking action by 
signing up on the TAKE2 website and selecting the activities they 
have, or will, make.

Organisations applying for a Resource Recovery Infrastructure 
Fund grant can be recognised for this important step on the road 
to reducing carbon emissions by signing up to the TAKE2 Pledge, 
however this is not a pre-requisite for applying. 

https://www.take2.vic.gov.au/
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8 Application process 
Applicants should review and complete the following steps: 

Step 1 –  Check if your entity is eligible to apply  
(see Section 3 – Eligibility). 

Step 2 –  Check the eligibility of your project  
(see Section 3 – Eligibility).  

Step 3 –  Read the Terms and Conditions of the funding agreement at 
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants to 
ensure you are able to meet them. Acceptance of SV’s Terms 
and Conditions for funding is a requirement of grant funding. 

Step 4 –  Read and understand the SV Terms of Participation in 
Grant Programs at www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_
Infrastructure_Grants

Step 5 –  Complete the application form attached to these guidelines 

The application form is an interactive PDF document that allows you 
to enter text in the relevant fields. 

All sections of the application form must be completed in full and all 
requested attachments provided. 

The Declaration Form must be printed and signed by a person with 
delegated authority to apply, and a scanned, signed copy attached 
to the application.  

Remember to: 

Save the application form to your computer before you start entering 
any information. 

Check that you are able to add and save your information into the PDF 
document. 

Save the document frequently to avoid losing any information.  

Step 6 – Submit your application to SV by 3 pm, 31 July 2018

The email subject line should read “Resource Recovery Infrastructure 
Fund – Round 3”. 

Remember: 
 › The application form is an interactive PDF document that allows 

you to enter text in the relevant fields. 

 › All sections of the application form must be completed in full and 
all requested attachments provided. 

 › The Declaration Form must be printed and signed by a person with 
delegated authority to apply, and a scanned, signed copy attached 
to the application. 

 › Save the application form to your computer before you start 
entering any information. 

 › Check that you are able to add and save your information into the 
PDF document. 

 › Save the document frequently to avoid losing any information. 

 › The application form is a PDF document but any other supporting 
documentation may be submitted in Word, PDF or Excel format. 
You may attach the Declaration Form as a PDF. 

 › Emails must not be greater than 25MB in size or they will not be 
accepted by the email server

SV will acknowledge receipt of all applications by return email within 
48 hours.

If you experience difficulties emailing your application, please 
contact SV. Phone 1300 363 744 and ask to speak to a grants 
support representative.

9  Key application activities 
and dates 

Activity Date 

Applications open 15 June 2018 

Applications close 3 pm, 31 July 2018 

Assessment of applications August 2018* 

Announcement of successful projects  
Notification of outcome

September – 
October 2018*

*  Please note: These timelines are indicative only and may be subject to change.

SV will provide applicants with updates about the progress of their 
applications as much as possible, but is unable to provide a definite 
approval/announcement date. 

We thank you for your co-operation and understanding on this and 
will endeavour to advise you if we experience any unforeseen delays.  

10 For more information 
If you have any queries regarding this grant contact SV: 

Email: grants.enquiries@sustainability.vic.gov.au and quote  
‘Resource Recovery Infrastructure Fund – Round 3’ in the subject line. 

Phone: 1300 363 744 and ask to speak to a grants support 
representative 

Refer to: Frequently Asked Questions on the Sustainability Victoria 
website: www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants

http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants
mailto:grants.enquiries%40sustainability.vic.gov.au?subject=Resource%20Recovery%20Infrastructure%20Fund%20%E2%80%93%20Round%203
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/RRIF_Infrastructure_Grants
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