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1. Purpose 

Victoria’s Health and Medical Research Strategy 2016-2020 is designed to embed health and medical 

research into the Victorian health system and accelerate the translation of research into health and 

economic outcomes. The vision of the strategy is to position Victoria as a global leader in health and 

medical research, improve the health outcomes of Victorians and strengthen the state economy.  

A key strategic direction of Victoria’s Health and Medical Research Strategy 2016-2020 is to stimulate 

research and innovation by increasing translation and facilitating collaborations between research 

organisations and industry. Round 3 of the Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund will provide 

two tiers of funding, $500,000 and $100,000, matched dollar for dollar, for the translation of early stage 

health and medical research into health and economic outcomes. 

The expected outcomes and/or benefits of Round 3 of the Medical Research Acceleration Fund are: 

 Direct support for innovative early research 

 Increased ability to leverage third party funding (e.g. industry, philanthropy) 

 Fast tracked research efforts in areas identified as having translational importance to the 

Victorian health system, and that facilitate the dual benefits to community of economic growth 

and health efficiencies 

 Support for collaboration between health services, medical research institutes, universities and 

industry to attract venture capital and stimulate commercialisation activities and jobs growth 

 Encourage a diversified revenue base for medical research institutes, by applying incentives to 

increase government revenue, philanthropic, commercial and international grant income 

 Positioning of Victoria to receive additional funding from a diverse range of sources and enhance 

Victoria’s national and international competitiveness. 

 

1.1 Program overview and objectives 

The Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund is a competitive program designed to leverage 

funding from philanthropic, industry and international sources. Applications will be accepted from 

collaborations or partnerships between health services, industry, universities and medical research 

institutes, with a focus on early research and translation. It is designed to capitalise on Victoria’s 

comparative advantages in health and medical research, increase the efficiency of the Victorian health 

system and further enhance the Victorian economy’s investment attractiveness. 

Victoria enjoys a high quality health system, benefits from excellent researchers and clinicians, 

outstanding universities and medical research institutes with a global track record. In order to leverage 

these advantages, the Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund will provide funding to help 

address current research gaps and deliver rewards for research.   

 

 

 

 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/about/health-strategies/health-and-medical-research-strategy


 

Page 6 Medical Research Acceleration Fund – Round 3 Guidelines 

1.2 Research proposals up to $100K and $500K 

One-off grants will support early stage research proposals for up to $100,000 and $500,000. 

Matching funding (dollar for dollar) is a requirement for all proposals.  Proposals that demonstrate 

other types of financial contribution, in addition to the matching funding, will be considered favourably.  

Medical research institutes, industry and health services are invited to apply for funding for up to 
5 research projects. Universities are invited to apply for up to 5 research projects per Faculty.  

 

Research applications must: 

 Be for early stage innovations, including discovery research, clinical research and/or health 

practice/ health service 

 Support an idea or innovation to attract peer review funding or investment by industry, 

philanthropy or other sources 

 Require matching funding to demonstrate capacity to collaborate. To undertake research that 

has a clear pathway to translation 

 Articulate how the fund will ‘fast track’ the research into health and economic outcomes 

 Describe how the fund will increase the ability to leverage third party funding eg. from industry or 

philanthropic sources.  

 

1.3 Key dates 

 Round 3 of the Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund opens 5 September  2018 

 Round 3 of the Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund closes 3 October  2018 

 Announcement of successful applicants – to be advised 

2. Eligibility 

The Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund is open to the following organisations undertaking 

health and medical research in Victoria: 

 Industry 

 Health services 

 Universities 

 Medical research institutes 

Partnership with another organisation is mandatory and may include health services, universities, 

medical research institutes, or industry. 

 

Eligible research proposals will: 

o Advance collaborations, industry-research engagement, and innovation 

o Secure development and commercialisation opportunities 

o Detail potential commercial and/or health application 

 Commence in 2019 
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 Publicly communicate the outcomes within an agreed timeframe, including to other researchers, 

clinicians, students, consumers and health care decision-makers 

 Undertake the work predominantly in Victoria.  

 

Applications must include evidence of having secured dollar-for-dollar matching funds and/or received a 

commitment for matching financial support from an additional source (eg, philanthropic, industry or an 

international source(s)) to be eligible to apply. Funding partners must be identified in the application in 

addition to the funding amount committed or secured.   

2.1 Applicant organisation requirements 

Applications must be made by a Victorian organisation in the health service, education or research 

sectors. A single organisation should be designated as the administering organisation, and by signing the 

declaration, certify that the requirements for the receipt of government funding through the Department of 

Health and Human Services, have been met. 

 

The relevant delegate of the administering organisation must certify in the application that they approve 

of and endorse the proposed project. 

 
The application must include evidence that there is a suitable environment in which to undertake the 

proposed research.  

 

2.2 Minimum insurance requirements and intellectual property 

The Department of Health and Human Services requires the following minimum insurance: 

 Professional Indemnity: $2 million 

 Public Liability: $5 million 

 

Depending on the nature of the project and level of funding this could change and increase as follows: 

 Professional Indemnity: $5 million 

 Public Liability: $10 million 

 

Intellectual property 

Background Intellectual Property 

 All Background Intellectual Property will remain the property of the Party providing the 

Background Intellectual Property. 

 

Research Project Intellectual Property 

 The Organisation will own all Research Project Intellectual Property. 

 If the Organisation applied to the Acceleration Fund as a member of a consortium or joint 

venture, the Organisation warrants to the Department of Health and Human Services that the 

Organisation is authorised by the consortium or joint venture to own Research Project 

Intellectual Property. 

2.3 Privacy and confidentiality 

All information submitted in applications will be regarded as confidential.  

Documents containing personal information will be handled and protected in accordance with the 

provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic). Personal information will only be disclosed 

with the permission of the individual to whom it relates, or where the Act allows. 
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Applicants consent to the information supplied as part of their application being disclosed for the 

purposes of the assessment process and administration of the grant. Such disclosure includes, but is not 

limited to, members of the assessment and selection panels, and relevant employees of the Victorian 

Government. 

 

The announcement of successful applicants will involve the dissemination of information to the public 

about the general nature of the research being supported by the fund. 

2.3 Funding outcomes  

Offers of funding will be made to the applicant. Acceptance of the grant must be approved by the 

administering organisation. 

 
Successful applicants will be required to enter into a funding agreement with the Department of Health 

and Human Services, through the nominated administering organisation. 

 

The Acceleration Fund will not support travel, accommodation, registration or other costs associated with 

attendance at conferences. 

 

The Department of Health and Human Services does not provide feedback on individual applications and 

funding outcomes are final.  

2.4 Recipient commitments 

Successful applicants may be required to attend a presentation ceremony and agree to be photographed 

for news articles, or appear in videos regarding the Acceleration Fund. 

 
Successful applicants are required to acknowledge the Department of Health and Human Services in any 

publications, public announcements, scientific meeting presentations or discussion forums, pertaining to 

research conducted with the assistance of funding. (the Department of Health and Human Services 

materials and images can be supplied for this purpose).  

2.5 Timeline 

The following provides a guide on the approximate timeline for the funding round: 

 Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund opens 5 September 2018 

 Victorian Medical Research Acceleration Fund closes 3 October  2018 

 Assessment 

 Announcement of successful applicants – to be advised. 

3. How to Apply 

3.1 Application 

 Complete the Application Form Round  located at: https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/victorian-

medical-research-acceleration-fund  

 Attach a letter of support from the applicant organisation, including details of how the proposal 

will accelerate the research and provide benefit to Victorians.  

Submit application to OHMR@dhhs.vic.gov.au by Wednesday 3 October  2018 5pm. 

Note: Applications received after this date and time will not be considered. 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/victorian-medical-research-acceleration-fund
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/victorian-medical-research-acceleration-fund
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/victorian-medical-research-acceleration-fund
mailto:OHMR@dhhs.vic.gov.au
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4. Key Assessment Criteria 

The application should clearly address the following key assessment criteria: 

 

4.1 Criteria 

1. A clear description of the research proposal and the current status of the project including overall 

aims, background, research plan, timeline and expected outcomes 

2. Articulate the value of the expected outcome/s of the research proposal to Victoria, Victorians 

and to Victoria’s health and medical research capabilities   

3. Provide details of the core project team, collaborators and partners 

4. Detailed project budget, including matching funds, details of the source, and in-kind support eg. 

facilities, staff and resources  

5. Provide evidence of the proof of concept as demonstrated by the quality of research outputs, 

publications, patents and any evidence of translation into practice of their work 

6. Detail how the research will leverage funds from industry, international, philanthropic, health 

service, education or research institute 

7. Provide details of national and/or international profile of applicants  

8. Provide a letter/s of support from health service, industry, university, research or education 

institute, including a statement of commitment in relation to any proposed funding contribution or 

in-kind support. 

 

 

4.2 Assessment criteria 

 

All applications will be assessed against the specific selection criteria and weightings detailed in  Table 1 

 

Table 1 – Criteria and weighting 

Criteria Weighting 

1.  Research proposal 30% 

 

Research proposal and its current status including proposed aims, 

background, research plan, timelines and expected health outcome/s  
 

Add to Victoria’s health and medical research capabilities 

2. Partnership 20% 

 

Detail the core project team, collaborators and partners 

 
Demonstrated opportunity to leverage funds 

In-kind support; facilities, staff and resources detailed and written 

commitment/s obtained 
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3.  Project Outcomes 50% 

 

Focus on early research with a view to translation into health and or 

economic outcomes  

Provide evidence of the proof of concept being accelerated by the 

research as demonstrated by quality of research proposals 

 

Emphasis on potential for tangible commercial or health outcomes 

Details of national and/or international research profile of applicant 

Detail communication strategy of the research outcomes including 

timeframe, other researchers, clinicians, students and or health care 

decision-makers 

 Realistic project budget, including matching funds (dollar for dollar) 

 
Provide a letter/s of support from  industry, philanthropy, health 

service, education or research institute  

 TOTAL 100% 

 Mandatory  

 

Demonstrate capacity to leverage funds from industry, philanthropic, 

health service, university or international source/s Yes/No 

Detail matching funds from health service, industry, research or 

university including any funding contribution or in-kind support Yes/No 

 
Confirm this application is one out of a total of five from the 

applicants’ organisation or university faculty Yes/No 

4.3 Assessment and selection 

Applications should be submitted to OHMR@dhhs.vic.gov.au by 5pm 3 October  2018. 

All applications will be assessed for eligibility and will be evaluated against the criteria.  

For an application to be ‘compliant’ it must be received by the Office of Health and Medical Research at 

the correct email address on or before the specified deadline, using the correct Application Form, 

addressing all relevant criteria, and the program objectives of the Victorian Health and Medical Research 

Acceleration Fund.  

All applications are made at the applicants’ own cost and will not be reimbursed, whether the application 

is successful or unsuccessful.  

Successful applications will be required to account for their activities and report on a regular basis to the 

Department of Health and Human Services. 

The Department of Health and Human Services decision about whether an application is compliant is 

final. 

 

 

To receive this publication in an accessible format phone 03 9096 8337 or using the National Relay Service  

13 36 77 if required, or email OHMR@dhhs.vic.gov.au  

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.  

© State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, September  2018. 

mailto:OHMR@dhhs.vic.gov.au

