
 

 

Men’s Shed Funding Program  
Frequently asked questions 2019-20 

What is the purpose of this document? 

These frequently asked questions have been developed by the Department of Health and Human 

Services (the department) to explain the Men’s Shed Program 2019-20 funding round and to assist 

eligible men’s shed groups to prepare and submit an expression of interest and grant application. This 

document should be read in conjunction with the Men’s Sheds Funding Program Guidelines 2019–20 

<http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program>.  
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Questions about eligibility 

We have not located any land for our shed. Are we eligible? 

No. To be eligible for funding, proof of land availability (security of tenure) is required, such as a copy of a 

(five year minimum) lease or title deed or similar. If you would like to apply, but are unsure about your 

security of tenure seek advice from the Community Capacity Building Team, Department of Health and 

Human Services, email DHHS Men’s Sheds <mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au> or phone (03) 9096 7515. 

Can we use the grant to purchase land? 

No. Funding allocated through the Men’s Sheds Funding Program cannot be used for leases or site 

purchases. 

We are a retirement village and wish to build a men’s shed for the 
residents. Are we eligible? 

No. Retirement villages that propose to build a shed on privately owned land are not eligible for funding 

under this program. However, a retirement village proposing to build a men’s shed on public or 

community land may be eligible as long as the broader community will have access to the shed in a 

meaningful way. If you would like to apply, but are unsure about access by the broader community seek 

advice from the Community Capacity Building Team, Department of Health and Human Services, email 

DHHS Men’s Sheds <mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au> or phone (03) 9096 7515. 

We are seeking to convert an existing building into a new men’s shed. 
Are we eligible? 

Yes. Funding can be used to convert a building into a men’s shed, provided other eligibility criteria are 

met. 

Our men’s shed group is currently in the process of building a shed. 
Are we eligible? 

No. Funding will not be retrospectively provided for projects where construction or foundation work has 

already commenced. 

Our men’s shed group has received a grant in the past. Are we 
eligible? 

The men’s shed group must not have received $25,000 or more in funding through the Victorian Men’s 

Shed Funding Program in the past five years to be eligible. 

The grant funding is competitive and often oversubscribed therefore this criterion assists with a more 

equitable distribution of funds across Victoria. 

Can an auspice organisation which has received over $25,000 men’s 
shed funding within the last five years be funded to auspice a 
different men’s shed?  

Yes, providing other requirements are met. The auspice organisation could be eligible to receive funds for 

a different shed, supporting a different community. 
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We are not an incorporated association. Are we eligible? 

Groups that are not incorporated and have no auspice organisation are not eligible for funding through 

the Men’s Shed Funding Program. 

If you are not an incorporated organisation, you might consider entering into an auspice arrangement with 

another organisation, such as your local Neighbourhood House, or local council. The auspice 

organisation can then apply on your group’s behalf. 

If the not-for-profit organisation has an auspice arrangement, they must have in place a Memorandum of 

Understanding (or equivalent) with the auspice organisation, specifying: 

 the nature of the auspice relationship and each organisation’s roles and responsibilities 

 the ownership of all assets and funds. 

A copy of the Memorandum of Understanding must be submitted with the grant application. 

Why do we need a written agreement with our auspice? 

Auspice arrangements vary from project to project and over time. It’s important to agree on and record 

the roles and responsibilities of each organisation, and to include an exit clause that will cover the 

ongoing operation of the shed and ownership of equipment when the auspice arrangement is no longer 

needed. 

Our organisation is incorporated but we don’t have an ABN. Are we 
eligible? 

If your organisation is successful in obtaining funding, you will be required to either obtain an ABN, or use 

an auspice with an ABN. 

For information on applying for an ABN, see the Australian Business Register website 

<https://abr.gov.au/For-Business,-Super-funds---Charities/>  

Questions about the project 

What if we don’t have a building permit at the time of applying? 

You are not required to have a building permit at the time of application, however you will need to have 

engaged with the local council about planning and building permits before applying for the grant. You will 

need to provide a list of all the required permits and overlays for your particular project in your application. 

Detailed design plans are required as part of the application process, as is evidence of an understanding 

of building permit and planning requirements for your proposed site. 

What does an ‘overlay’ mean in relation to building permits? 

There are several different types of overlays, such as heritage, environmental, bushfire, development or 

neighbourhood character overlays that might apply to your proposed building site. 

Your application needs to provide information on the process needed to obtain all the necessary 

permits/permissions to build the shed, so you should be aware of any relevant overlays that may affect 

the completion of your shed. 

Further information regarding the overlays and permits relevant to your site can be obtained from your 

local council <http://knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au/councils>  

https://abr.gov.au/For-Business,-Super-funds---Charities/
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Can water tanks and/or solar panels be included in the project? 

Yes. Water and power sources as part of construction is an appropriate use of the funds provided they 

are in proportion to the context of the wider project (in terms of sustainability, size of shed, membership 

and power usage). 

Questions about the process? 

Is evidence of a strategic plan required? 

If the application is for $10,000 or more, a strategic plan for the men’s shed is required. The strategic plan 

should outline what the shed group intends to achieve in the next few years, what need this will meet in 

the local community, and how you intend to do it. The Victorian Men’s Shed Association 

<https://vmsa.org.au/> has a strategic planning template that can guide your group through the process. 

One of our members is a retired tradie and is prepared to volunteer 
their labour to complete electrical works on the build. Can we count 
this as part of our in-kind contribution?  

Men’s shed groups can source volunteer labour to assist with their project. However, all works are to be 

completed in accordance with all relevant state and federal legislation related to building works in Victoria. 

Electrical works should be accompanied by a Certificate of Electrical Safety. The hours donated can be 

recorded at the rate specified in the application form and counted as part of the in-kind contribution up to 

a total of 25 per cent of the total project cost. 

What amount of cash input is required from the men’s shed to match 
a grant of $80,000? 

The Men’s Shed Program 2019-20 funding is provided on a 2:1 basis. If a grant of $80,000 is sought the 

applicant will need to provide $40,000 towards the project from other sources. Some of that funding may 

be in the form of in-kind contributions, such as volunteer labour. In-kind contributions up to 25 per cent of 

the total project cost are applicable. If the total project cost is $120,000 (being $80,000 grant funds and 

the minimum $40,000 from other sources) then the maximum in-kind contribution would be $30,000, 

leaving a minimum financial input from the shed or other sources of $10,000. This figure would vary if the 

total project cost was higher, or if the in-kind contribution was lower. 

What is the process to apply? 

1. Read the guidelines 

Carefully read the Men’s Sheds Funding Program Guidelines 2019–20 

<http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program>. 

2. Submit an Expression of Interest 

Prior to submitting a grant application, you need to complete a short online Expression of Interest form. 

This allows departmental staff to administer some basic checks, and use the information you have 

provided to prepare your grant application form. 

View, complete and submit the Expressions of Interest form <http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/expression-

interest-mens-shed-funding>. 

Expressions of Interest open: Wednesday 27 March 2019 

Expressions of Interest close: 12 pm Monday 29 April 2019 

%20Victorian%20Men's%20Shed%20Association
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3. Complete your grant application 

After the Expressions of Interest closing date (12 pm Monday 29 April 2019), departmental staff will 

perform checks to ensure the ABN provided is correct and your Expression of Interest meets the eligibility 

criteria. 

Your grant application form will then be emailed to your nominated project contact person by Tuesday 7 

May 2019 for them to complete. 

Grant applications open: Tuesday 7 May 2019 

Grant applications close: 12 pm Tuesday 23 July 2019 

When will we receive the funding? 

If you are successful in obtaining funding, successful applicants must enter into a funding agreement with 

the department. You can see an example of a funding agreement 

<http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/example-funding-agreement-mens-shed-funding-program-short-form> 

on the department’s website. 

The funding agreement establishes the commitments and obligations to each other and sets out the 

terms and conditions of funding. 

If an application is successful, recipients have two years from receipt of funding to complete their project. 

 

To receive this publication in an accessible format phone 03 9096 7515 using the National Relay 

Service 13 36 77 if required, or email Men’s Sheds <mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au> 
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