
 

 

Men’s Sheds Funding Program 
Guidelines 2019–20 

Minister’s message 

 

 

The Andrew’s Labor Government continues to be a proud supporter of men’s sheds. We recognise the 

significant contribution men’s sheds make in enhancing the health and wellbeing of men in Victoria and the 

positive flow-on effects for communities. There are now more than 360 men’s sheds across Victoria. 

Men’s sheds provide a space for men to connect to their community through shared interests, working 

together on joint projects, learning and teaching new skills. They also play an important role in communities 

experiencing social and economic change and assisting communities to recover after a natural disaster. 

Since 2015 the Victorian Government support of men’s sheds has enabled 100 men’s shed groups to 

either build a new men’s shed or refurbish an existing men’s shed. 100 Victorian communities are now 

experiencing the ongoing benefits of that investment. 

I am pleased to announce that the Victorian Government is releasing a new round of funding in 2019-20 

that will provide up to $882,000 to support the continued growth of men’s sheds. 

Grants of up to $80,000 will be available to help men’s shed groups throughout Victoria build new sheds 

and to refurbish or replace existing sheds. 

I look forward to announcing the successful recipients of this year’s men’s shed funding round later this 

year. 

 

The Hon. Luke Donnellan MP 

Minister for Child Protection 

Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers 



Men’s Sheds Funding Program Guidelines 2019–20 Page 2 

Contents 

Minister’s message ............................................................................................................................... 1 

What is a men’s shed? ......................................................................................................................... 3 

What is the purpose of this document? ............................................................................................... 3 

What type of projects can be considered for funding? ....................................................................... 3 

Eligibility ............................................................................................................................................... 3 

Organisation type .................................................................................................................................... 3 

Security of tenue over land and available for community use ................................................................... 4 

Project management capability ............................................................................................................... 4 

Previous funding ..................................................................................................................................... 4 

Funding ratio and in-kind contributions .................................................................................................... 4 

What will not be funded? ...................................................................................................................... 5 

Assessment criteria .............................................................................................................................. 5 

Key dates .............................................................................................................................................. 5 

How to apply ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Read these guidelines............................................................................................................................. 6 

Submit an Expression of Interest ............................................................................................................. 6 

Receive your grant application form ........................................................................................................ 6 

A departmental staff member can assist you ........................................................................................... 6 

Who you may need to contact ................................................................................................................. 6 

Complete and submit your grant application ............................................................................................ 7 

What happens if your grant application is successful? ...................................................................... 7 

More information and contacts ............................................................................................................ 7 

The Men's Shed Funding Program .......................................................................................................... 7 

Your local council .................................................................................................................................... 7 

Victorian Men’s Shed Association (VMSA) .............................................................................................. 7 

Justice Connect Not for Profit Law .......................................................................................................... 7 



 

Men’s Sheds Funding Program Guidelines 2019–20 Page 3 

What is a men’s shed? 

Men’s sheds are safe and practical places for men to meet, make social connections and actively 

participate in local communities. 

Men’s sheds:  

 are generally not-for-profit organisations whose primary activity is the provision of a safe and friendly 

environment which is accessible to all men 

 are often located in a workshop space in a community-based setting 

 provide a place for regular contact between men and a range of activities that are determined by the 

participants 

 partner with other organisations to share resources and build on existing services, and many undertake 

projects to assist the wider community. Partnerships can involve local businesses, councils, other 

government agencies, community groups, Aboriginal community controlled organisations and local 

clubs and associations 

 are supported by volunteers and are accessible and inclusive spaces. 

What is the purpose of this document? 

These guidelines have been developed by the Department of Health and Human Services (the 

department) to explain the Men’s Shed Program 2019-20 funding round and to assist eligible men’s shed 

groups (referred to as ‘you’ or the ‘applicant’ in this document) to prepare and submit an Expression of 

Interest and grant application. 

What type of projects can be considered for funding? 

Under the 2019-20 funding round, men’s shed groups can apply for a grant of up to $80,000, for the: 

 construction of a new men’s shed 

 replacement, extension or refurbishment of an existing shed. 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for funding, applicants must meet the following criteria: 

Organisation type 

Victorian Local Government Authority’s (LGA’s) and Incorporated not-for-profit organisations are eligible to 

apply for this funding. 

Not-for-profit organisations who apply must have a legal status (Victorian Incorporation) and an Australian 

Business Number (ABN). 

If a not-for-profit organisation would like to apply but is not incorporated, and, or does not have an ABN 

they will need to have an auspice organisation agree to manage the grant on their behalf. 

Auspice arrangements 

If the not-for-profit organisation has an auspice arrangement, they must have in place a Memorandum of 

Understanding (or equivalent) with the auspice organisation, specifying: 
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 the nature of the auspice relationship and each organisation’s roles and responsibilities 

 the ownership of all assets and funds. 

A copy of the Memorandum of Understanding must be submitted with the grant application. 

The Victorian Men’s Shed Association <http://www.vmsa.org.au> can provide more detailed information 

about how to build a successful auspice arrangement and the components of a strong Memorandum of 

Understanding. 

Justice Connect Not for Profit Law <https://www.nfplaw.org.au/workingwithothers> also provides 

information on auspice arrangements and setting up a Memoranda of Understanding. 

Security of tenue over land and available for community use 

To ensure men’s sheds are accessible and inclusive to all men, the land the shed is on (or proposed to be 

on) must be: 

 located in Victoria and available for community use 

 secured for the men’s shed group to use for a minimum period of five years from project completion. 

Project management capability 

The application should include detailed design plans, current quotes or costings. It should demonstrate an 

understanding of relevant building permit and planning requirements, including any overlays. 

Previous funding 

The men’s shed group must not have received $25,000 or more in Victorian Government funding through 

the Men’s Shed Funding Program in the last five years to be eligible. 

The grant funding is competitive and often oversubscribed therefore this criterion assists with a more 

equitable distribution of funds across Victoria. 

Funding ratio and in-kind contributions 

For every $2 of funding provided under the men’s shed grant from the Victorian Government, at least $1 

must be matched from other sources. 

Other sources may include funding and support from the men’s shed group, other government 

organisations, businesses, philanthropic organisations, the local council and community fundraising. 

Costed in-kind expenses and contributions such as voluntary labour and donated materials can be claimed 

in the project budget up to a maximum of 25 per cent of the total project cost.  

Example of 2:1 matched funding requirement 

If a grant of $30,000 is sought, the total project cost would be at least $45,000. The applicant will need to 

provide at least $15,000 towards the project from other sources.  

Some of that funding may be in the form of in-kind contributions, such as volunteer labour. In kind 

contributions up to a maximum of 25 percent of the total project cost may be applied.  

If the total project cost is $45,000 then the maximum in-kind contribution would be $11,250, leaving a 

minimum financial input from the shed or other sources of $3,750. This figure would vary if the total project 

cost was higher, or if the in-kind contribution was lower. 

  

http://www.vmsa.org.au/
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/workingwithothers
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What will not be funded? 

The Men’s Shed Program 2019-20 funding round will not fund: 

 leases or site purchases 

 equipment or free-standing furniture, such as vehicles, tools and chairs 

 operational costs including, but not limited to shed coordination costs 

 costs to cover existing debt or budget deficits 

 costs not directly related to building and construction (e.g. project management will not be funded) 

 requests for retrospective funding where projects have commenced or are completed prior to receiving 

funding approval 

 projects that require ongoing funding from the Victorian Government. 

Assessment criteria 

The grants are competitive and proposed projects that represent considerable value for government 

investment are more likely to be funded. Applications should demonstrate: 

• community need 

• community consultation, including with local men 

• support from community partners 

• how the project will reduce social isolation and loneliness in men 

• project management capability: The application should have detailed design plans and demonstrate an 

understanding of building permit and planning requirements for the site, including any overlays. 

Applications that promote and plan for shared use of the mens shed facility by a diverse range of 

community groups will be prioritised. This may include: 

• designated time for men’s activities and women’s or mixed gender activities 

• forming partnerships with other community groups 

• strategies to engage with and include diverse cultures in the local community. 

Key dates 

Task Time and date 

Expression of Interest open 27 March 2019 

Expression of Interest close 12 pm Monday 29 April 2019 

Applications open Tuesday 7 May 2019 

Applications close 12 pm Tuesday 23 July 2019 

Assessment period August to September 2019 

Funding announcements and notification October 2019 

Funded projects commence After receipt of funding 

Funded projects must be completed by Maximum of two years after receipt of funding 
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How to apply 

Read these guidelines 

Carefully read these Men’s Sheds Funding Program Guidelines 2019–20 

<http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program>. 

Submit an Expression of Interest 

Prior to submitting a grant application, you need to complete a short online Expression of Interest form. 

This allows departmental staff to administer some basic checks, and also use the information you have 

provided to prepare your grant application form, ensuring better quality applications. 

View, complete and submit the Expressions of Interest form 

<http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/expression-interest-mens-shed-funding>. 

Expressions of Interest open: Wednesday 27 March 2019 

Expressions of Interest close: 12 pm Monday 29 April 2019 

Once the responses are entered, the department recommends printing the page to keep a record by 

selecting ‘Print’ (see screen shot below). 

 

Receive your grant application form 

After the Expressions of Interest closing date (12 pm Monday 29 April 2019), departmental staff will 

perform checks to ensure the ABN provided is correct and your Expression of Interest meets the eligibility 

criteria. 

Departmental staff will use the information you have provided, and your grant application form will be 

emailed to your nominated project contact person by Tuesday 7 May 2019 for them to complete. 

Grant applications open: Tuesday 7 May 2019 

Grant applications close: 12 pm Tuesday 23 July 2019 

Grant applications must be typed 

A departmental staff member can assist you 

A copy of your grant application will also be sent to a departmental staff member. This departmental staff 

member will then contact you and will be available to provide advice on any components of your project 

and grant application. 

The departmental staff member will not complete the application for you, but they have local knowledge 

and may be able to recommend other stakeholders who may be able to assist with your project. 

Who you may need to contact 

Your local council 

Your grant application will need to demonstrate an understanding of any permits required for the proposed 

project and the process of obtaining them. Your grant application should also specify if overlays (heritage, 

environmental, floodway etc) apply to the proposed site and how the requirements of each overlay will be 

met.  

http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program
http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/expression-interest-mens-shed-funding%3e
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Victorian Men’s Shed Association 

Discuss your project with the Victorian Men’s Shed Association. They can provide support and guidance 

regarding your project and grant application. Contact details are available on page 8. 

Complete and submit your grant application 

Email the completed application with attachments to Email Men’s Shed <mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au> 

Include in the subject line: Men’s sheds grant application 2019–20 [insert name of your shed] 

Due date and time: 12 pm Tuesday 23 July 2019 

Late or incomplete applications cannot be considered. 

Receipt of applications will be acknowledged by email 

What happens if your grant application is successful?  

Successful applicants enter into a funding agreement with the department. You can see an example of a 

funding agreement <http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/example-funding-agreement-mens-shed-funding-

program-short-form> on the Providers website. 

The funding agreement establishes the commitments and obligations to each other and sets out the terms 

and conditions of funding. 

If an application is successful, recipients have two years from receipt of funding to complete their project. 

More information and contacts 

The Men's Shed Funding Program 

For specific questions about this funding program contact: 

Community Capacity Building, Department of Health and Human Services 

by emailing Men’s Shed <mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au> or phoning (03) 9096 7515. 

Your local council 

Contact your local council <http://knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au/councils> for advice about planning and 

building permits for your project. 

Victorian Men’s Shed Association (VMSA) 

Executive Officer, Ric Blackburn by emailing Victorian Men’s Shed Association <vmsa@vmsa.org.au> or 

phone 0408 465 228. 

Justice Connect Not for Profit Law 

For information about auspice arrangements and setting up a Memoranda of Understanding visit Justice 

Connect <https://www.nfplaw.org.au/workingwithothers>. 

  

mailto:mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au
http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/example-funding-agreement-mens-shed-funding-program-short-form
http://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/example-funding-agreement-mens-shed-funding-program-short-form
mailto:emailing%20Men's%20Shed
http://knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au/councils
http://knowyourcouncil.vic.gov.au/councils
mailto:vmsa@vmsa.org.au
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/workingwithothers
https://www.nfplaw.org.au/workingwithothers
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To receive this publication in an accessible format phone 03 9096 7515 using the 

National Relay Service 13 36 77 if required, or email Men’s Sheds 

<mens.sheds@dhhs.vic.gov.au> 

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne  

© State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human Services, March 2019 

ISBN 978-1-76069-876-8 

Available at Men’s Shed Program <https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program>. 
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