
Future Industries Accelerator 
Research and Development Voucher Scheme

GUIDELINES 

The Future Industries Accelerator (FIA) Research and Development (R&D) Voucher 
Scheme will allow companies to access financial research support for projects 
focused on addressing a pressing industry problem – the vouchers will also allow 
SME’s with growth potential to rapidly test potential product ideas or improvements. 

Prior to application, it is important to note: 

• This Scheme operates very differently to many traditional research funding
opportunities – the intent of this Scheme is to facilitate companies accessing
world class research support and funding to address priority industry
challenges.

• Applications to this Scheme must be written in the style of a business case,
where the problem/opportunity that the project will address, the rationale for
addressing the problem/opportunity, and the anticipated outcomes from the
project, are clearly articulated.

• All applications to this Scheme must be written in accessible language that is
easy to understand and where technical or discipline specific terminology is
explained.

• To access support and advice regarding eligibility and the overall application
process, all applicants must engage with the FIA Program Manager prior to
final applications proceeding through to the FIA Oversight Committee.

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

• Eligible companies must have at least current, or proposed, operations in South
Australia, along with a demonstrated intention to benefit the State’s economy.

• Eligible companies must be financially viable and able to provide 2 years of financial
history. In some instances, start-up companies with a shorter financial track record



may be eligible, at the discretion of the FIA Oversight Committee. 

• Eligible companies may apply for funding of up to $100,000 for a project of up to 12
months duration, with at least $50,000 co-contribution from the industry partner.  All
figures are GST exclusive.

• In the case of SME’s with turn over <$5 million per annum, part or all of the cash
contribution may be substituted by genuine in-kind contributions (where there is
demonstrable evidence that the in-kind contribution is supporting the project).

• Funding will be project based, i.e. a maximum of $100,000 per company, per project,
per year.  Project applications may be staged, and therefore, seek allocations of
funding at intervals across a 12 month period up to a maximum of $100,000.
Companies may also be eligible to access other elements of the FIA program in the
same year, i.e. the infrastructure and/or mobility schemes, or may apply for a totally
different project at any time.

• There is no limit on the frequency with which companies or researchers can be part
of applications, provided that explanation is provided as to how the scope of each
project differs from previous applications.

• A Project Agreement will be established between UniSA and the Industry Partner –
this agreement will outline the project arrangements, including major deliverables,
funding allocation, timeframes, and Intellectual Property (IP) arrangements.
Applicants will engage with the FIA Program Manager and/or a UniSA Commercial
Manager before committing to the IP terms. The FIA will be operating on the general
principle that industry partners will have free commercial access to any arising
project IP.

• Project funding will be released internally within UniSA, for the benefit of the industry
partner through the project.  Project funding will not be distributed to industry
partners. Funds will be released only when the Project Agreement has been fully
executed.

• The industry partner contribution will be invoiced annually, once the Project
Agreement has been fully executed.

• Funds can be used for UniSA staff or student expenses, as specified in the project
budget.

• Funding cannot be spent on activities outside of defined project, including:
o activities conducted directly by the industry partner;
o business development or strategic planning;
o software or hardware purchases, except for prototype development purposes;
o design and production of marketing or promotional material or events;



o non-technical professional services, including accounting or legal services;
o maintenance or upkeep of facilities;
o any administrative fee or surcharge for administering such expenditures; or
o any other activities, as determined by the FIA Oversight Committee, that are

the usual requirement of business.

• For projects greater than 3 months in duration, or approved funding over $30,000, 
funds may be released quarterly.

• At the end of the funding period, any unexpended FIA funding must be returned to 
the central funding pool for reallocation. At the end of the funding period, any 
unexpended industry funding will require written approval from the industry partner, 
prior to use.

• Any students engaging in FIA project will be required to execute a UniSA Student 
Placement Agreement and/or IP Agreement, as appropriate.

• Where required, Chief Investigators are responsible for ensuring the appropriate 
ethics approvals, or other compliance requirements, are obtained prior project 
commencement.

• The lead UniSA investigator must be a FII Affiliate or FII staff member. 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

• Applications will be accepted on an ongoing basis, and will generally be assessed 
within six weeks from submission.

• All applicants must engage with the FIA Program Manager prior to final applications 
proceeding through to the FIA Oversight Committee.

• Applications must be received no later than five working days prior to a FIA Oversight 
Committee meeting and must be submitted via fia@unisa.edu.au.

• The FIA Oversight Committee may meet by circular resolution, or video link, where 
necessary. 



• Each application will be assessed by the FIA Oversight Committee against four
essential criteria to determine the extent of innovation:

i. the quality of the project proposal, including the relevance of project activities
in the context of the industry partners business objectives;

ii. applicant understanding of the intended customer and commercial
opportunity, e.g. how, when and where the customer would buy and/or use
the outcomes of the project;

iii. the opportunity for the project to deliver economic value to South Australia,
and

iv. the potential for the project to establish a new productive partnership between
the industry partner and UniSA.

• The Industry Partner associated with an application will be invited to the relevant FIA
Oversight Committee meeting to discuss the proposal – attendance at this meeting is
compulsory and will form part of the assessment criteria.

• The FIA Oversight Committee will comprise of representatives from
o the University of South Australia;
o the South Australian State Government; and
o a senior industry representative.

• Notification of Committee decisions will occur within 48 hours of an outcome,
including the initiation of the Project Agreement.

• Successful applicants may be required to contribute to the promotion of the FIA,
which may include disclosure of the company name and a non-confidential project
description for use by the University of South Australia, the South Australian
Government, media organisations, and for public announcements.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

• A final report will be required at the end of a Project Agreement. This report must:
o co-authored by the Industry Partner and Chief Investigator(s);
o summarise project outcomes;
o describe any next steps between partners; and
o provide auditable evidence of project expenditure.

• In some instances, the FIA Oversight Committee may suggest the provision of
technical reports by the Chief Investigator to the Industry Partner (to be prepared
during the life of the project). These recommendations will be discussed with the
relevant research teams on a case-by-case basis.



• A template document will be provided for all final, and technical, reports.

• This report will be reviewed and approved by the FIA Oversight Committee.

• Excerpts from reports may be made available to the South Australian Government for
promotional, and/or case study purposes.

MORE INFORMATION 

Further information, including the R&D Voucher Scheme Application Form, and indicative 
Project Agreement Terms and Conditions are available at http://fii.unisa.edu.au/engage-with-
us/fia. 

For further information and confidential enquiries, please contact the FIA Program Manager 
directly on (08) 8302 7195, or via fia@unisa.edu.au

The Future Industries Accelerator is a $7.5 million investment from the South Australian 
State Government, which focuses on creating high-value jobs in South Australia and 
assists local industries to build their R&D capacity and accelerate growth. 




