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No. Question Response 

1 What is the 
purpose of the 
grant program? 

The objective of NEJF Round Five is to support the delivery of 
implementation ready community led renewable energy projects that: 

• will increase the uptake of renewable energy generation; 

• consider energy justice and social benefit; 

• promote community participation; and 

• reduce greenhouse emissions. 

2 Who can apply for 
funding? 

In addition to meeting the program objectives, eligible organisations 
must: 

• operate in Victoria and within the regions of: 

o Barwon South West: 

o Grampians 

o Loddon Mallee 

o Hume; or 

o Gippsland 

• be a not-for-profit organisation, co-operative, or social enterprise;  

• be able to demonstrate that the organisation has at least three 
years'     operating history; and 

• have an Australian Business Number (ABN). 

3  How is a not-for-
profit organization 
defined? 

The requirement for the Lead Organisation to be a not-for-profit 
organisation will be satisfied if the organisation is registered as a charity 
with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC). 

Organisations that are not registered as a charity with the ACNC will 
need to alternatively demonstrate that they are a not-for-profit 
organisation.   

For further information about being a not-for-profit organisation, see the 
following websites: 

• ACNC – Not-for-profit 
https://www.acnc.gov.au/ACNC/Register_my_charity/Who_can_register/
What_is_NFP/ACNC/Reg/NFP.aspx 

• ATO – Is your organisation not-for-profit? 

https://www.ato.gov.au/Non-profit/Getting-started/Is-your-organisation-
not-for-profit-/ 
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4 How is a co-
operative defined? 

The requirement for the Lead Organisation to be a co-operative will be 
satisfied if the organisation is registered as a co-operative with 
Consumer Affairs Victoria.  

For further information on registering, see the following website: 

• CAV – Names, rules and disclosure statement - co-operatives 

https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/licensing-and-registration/co-
operatives/register-a-co-operative/names-rules-and-disclosure-
statement  

A co-operative is a democratic organisation, owned and controlled by its 
members for a common benefit. 

In a co-operative: 

• all members have equal status and voting rights 

• no member can hold more than 20 per cent of shares 

• all active members can nominate themselves as directors and elect 
directors 

• capital is used for the group’s common interest 

For further information about being a co-operative organisation, see the 
Consumer Affairs Victoria website: 

https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/licensing-and-registration/co-
operatives/what-is-a-co-operative 

5 How is a social 
enterprise defined? 

The requirement for the Lead Organisation to be a social enterprise will 
be satisfied if the organisation: 

a) Provides copies of formation documents, constitution or mission 
where the social purpose of the business is outlined; and provides 
satisfactory evidence in relation to the listed items in the description 
of what is a social enterprise below 

b) OR 

b) Is certified by Social Traders 
https://www.socialtraders.com.au/social-enterprise/certification/ 

A social enterprise is a business that trades to intentionally tackle social 
problems, improve communities, provide people access to employment 
and training, or help the environment. 

A social enterprise: 

• has a defined primary social purpose, environmental or other public 
benefit 

• derives a substantial portion of its income from trade 

• reinvests 50% or more of annual profits towards achieving the social 
purpose 

For further information about being a social enterprise, see the Business 
Victoria website: 

https://www.business.vic.gov.au/setting-up-a-business/business-
structure/social-enterprise 

https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/licensing-and-registration/co-operatives/register-a-co-operative/names-rules-and-disclosure-statement
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https://www.consumer.vic.gov.au/licensing-and-registration/co-operatives/what-is-a-co-operative
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6 What type of 
projects will be 
considered for 
funding? 

The types of projects considered for funding will be new community 
renewable energy projects that: 

• deliver the majority of benefits to the participating community;  

• utilise technology that is commercially-ready renewable energy or 
new energy generation, and storage technology or implement 
community energy retailing; 

• align to the visions identified in the Regional Renewable Energy 
Roadmaps;  

• are located in Victoria; and 

• will be completed by November 2021. 

7 What type of 
projects will not be 
considered for 
funding? 

The types of projects NOT considered for funding will be: 

• projects that have already commenced construction; 

• feasibility studies or business case development; 

• projects that utilise microgrid technology as microgrid projects 
have already been funded through the Microgrid Demonstration 
Initiative.  

• land acquisition; 

• routine or ongoing maintenance works, expansion of an existing 
generation facility; 

• non-renewable generation technologies; 

• recurrent operating costs; 

• salaries; and 

• project activities that have been previously funded by the 
Commonwealth or Victorian Governments. 

 8 When will the 
funding be 
available? 

Funding will be available to the successful applicant, subject to the terms 
of the Funding Agreement.  

 9 Are grant funds 
taxable? 

It is the responsibility of applicants to understand their tax obligations 
including GST. GST is not payable to organisations which are not 
registered for GST with the Australian Tax Office. 

10 What are the 
minimum and 
maximum amounts 
of funding available 
for individual 
projects? 

The maximum funding available is up to $1 million. There is no 
minimum funding requirement. 

11 Is there a co-
funding 
requirement? 

Matched funding is not required; however, applicants must have 
secured or have a plan to secure a cash contribution towards the 
project (minimum of 10%). Applications with higher funding 
contributions will be viewed favourably. In-kind contributions cannot 
exceed 15% of the budget. 

 

12 Is there any set 
ratio for funding 

Yes, please refer to question 10, above.  
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leverage? 

13  Does the co-
funding amount 
need to be 
confirmed at the 
time the proposal 
is submitted? 

No, co-funding assurance is required within the agreed time outlined in 
the executed Funding Agreement. This could be included as a 
conditions precedent to the Funding Agreement. However, every effort 
should be made to have as much information available as possible of 
the arrangements for co-funding at the time of the submission. For 
example, it may be appropriate for a Letter of Intent to be attached to 
the submission.  

14 How long do 
successful 
applicants have, to 
complete their 
projects 

Successful applicants must complete their project by November 2021. 

15 How can 
applicants apply? 

Applications for eligible projects must be made via the online grant 
management portal. Applications must be received by the department 
no later than Thursday, 18 June 2020. The link to the online portal can 
be found at https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-
energy/community-energy 

16 When will 
applicants be 
notified? 

Applicants will be notified of the funding outcome in August 2020. 
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