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1. About the grant 

The purpose of this grant opportunity is to support FightMND’s translational research projects 
in the development of innovative treatments for Motor Neurone Disease (MND).  

MND, also known as Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) and Lou Gehrig’s disease, refers 
to a group of diseases in which motor neurones progressively die. Motor neurones are nerve 
cells that control the movement of voluntary muscles, that is, the muscles that enable us to 
move, speak, swallow and breathe. With no nerves to activate them, muscles gradually 
weaken and waste, and paralysis ensues.  

Due to its complexity and heterogeneity, MND still remains a terminal diagnosis, with no 
effective treatment or cure. In Australia, more than 2,000 people are living with MND and the 
average life expectancy after diagnosis is only 2.5 years (Economic analysis of MND in 
Australia, 2015). Hence, the imperative need to find a therapy that can slow, halt or reverse 
the disease. 

It contributes to the achievement of the Department of Health’s Outcome1 Health Policy, 
Design and Innovation, under Program 1.1 Health Policy Research and Analysis. 

The objectives of this grant opportunity are: 

 to support research that identifies new targets for therapeutic intervention for MND;  

 to support research and development of innovative treatments and therapies for 
MND; and 

 improve research translation into best practice treatment and therapies for MND. 

The intended outcomes of the grant are: 

 to address gaps of knowledge of the disease processes that support the identification 
of novel targets specific to MND for the development of more effective disease 
modifying treatments; and     

 to address a lack of basic research to understand how best to apply therapeutic 
advances in other neurological diseases to the development of novel approaches to 
treating MND, including inherited MND. 

This grant will be administered by the Community Grants Hub on behalf of the Department of 
Health. 

The grant is to be undertaken in accordance with the Commonwealth Grants Rules and 
Guidelines (CGRGs) 1 

2. Grant amount and grant period 

The Australian Government will contribute a total of up to $3 million (GST exclusive) over 1 
year in (2019-20) for this grant opportunity. 

 

1 https://www.finance.gov.au/sites/default/files/commonwealth-grants-rules-and-guidelines.pdf  
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Table 1. Funding profile  

2019-20 FY 

(GST exclusive) 

Total 

(GST exclusive 

$3M $3M 

3. The grant selection process 

This grant opportunity has been established as a one off ad-hoc grant. The Department 
considers that this is an appropriate type of selection process considering the nature of the 
grant is specifically dependant on the expertise of FightMND.  

The organisation has a demonstrated track record of innovative translational research 
projects, expanding from the drug discovery phase through to late phase of clinical trials, 
including tackling issues that have contributed to the failure of previous MND trials.  

3.1   Eligibility criteria 

To be eligible to apply you must be the listed organisation:  

Name of Organisation ABN No. 

Cure for MND Foundation Inc (FightMND) 627 403 507 04 

 

FightMND is invited to apply for this grant opportunity as they have been assessed to have: 

 demonstrated capability to deliver the project activities;  

 existing infrastructure and relationships to support the project activities; and 

 knowledge of and capability to deliver to the project objectives and outcomes. 

3.2 Eligible grant activities 

To be eligible your project must:   

 be aimed at the objectives and outcomes in Section 1; and 

 include one or more of the following research activities: 

o research into disease heterogeneity, 

o research into disease biomarkers, 

o research into disease models, 

o research into regenerative medicine, 

o research into gene therapy 
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Costs that the grant can be used for must be:  

 incurred by you within the project period; 

 a direct cost of the project;  

 incurred by you to undertake required project audit activities; 

 direct labour cost of employees you directly employ on the core elements of the 
project; 

 salary on-cost limited to employer superannuation, payroll tax and worker’s 
compensation insurance. Salary on-cost should be reasonable and be identified in 
the project budget submitted with the application;  

 contract expenditure is the cost of any agreed project activities that you contract to 
others; 

 staff training that directly supports the achievement of the project outcomes; 

 the cost of independent audit of the project expenditure, if applicable; and 

 other eligible expenditure as approved by the Program Delegate. 

3.3 Ineligible grant activities 

The following are ineligible costs and activities: 

 major construction/capital works or capital expenditure; 

 purchase and/or lease of major equipment or motor vehicles; 

 the covering of retrospective costs; 

 costs incurred in the preparation of a grant application or related documentation; 

 lobbying and activities which support political parties or campaigns; 

 activities that subsidises commercial activities; 

 overseas travel; and 

 activities for which other Commonwealth, state, territory or local Government bodies 

have primary responsibility. 

This list is not exhaustive and applies only to the expenditure of the grant funds. Other costs 
may be ineligible where the Commonwealth decides that they do not directly support the 
achievement of the planned outcomes for the project. 

You must ensure you have adequate funds to meet the costs of any ineligible expenditure 
associated with the project. 

You must not commence your project until you execute a grant agreement with the 
Commonwealth.  

3.4 Grant assessment  

The application must provide sufficient information to allow assessment against the following 
criteria. Noting word limits apply.  
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Criterion 1: How the proposed activities align with the project objectives and outcomes 

Criterion 2: Demonstrate organisational capacity and performance, and stakeholder 
engagement 

Criterion 3: How well will the proposed activity budget provide value for money in achieving 
the grant objectives and outcomes? 

Criterion 4: Attach a Risk Management Plan.  

The potential grantee is required to provide: 

 audited financial statements for the two most recent consecutive [financial 
years/reporting periods], including balance sheets, profit and loss statements, cash 
flow statements and notes to the accounts;  

 evidence of successful contract fulfilment for other public funding bodies; 

 evidence of capacity to comply with relevant laws; 

 details of relevant organisational staff and previous experience/capacity with the 
management of projects of a similar size and nature to the proposal; and 

 confirmation of current licences (where these are appropriate). 

The application will be assessed by the Health and Medical Research Office (HMRO). The 
Department may seek information from any other source, including from within the 
Commonwealth, whether or not the individuals or organisations contacted are nominated as 
referees.  

The assessment of the application will consider: 

 that the proposal represents value with money; 

 that the project can be delivered on time and to budget; 

 that the project has been appropriately costed (the level and detail of the costing 
should be commensurate with the value of the project); 

 that the level of risk associated with the project and its implementation is manageable 
and/or acceptable and it is acknowledged that risk may stem from a number of 
sources, such as new technology, the scale and/or complexity of the project; and 

 that required approvals are in place, applied for, or otherwise expected to be received 
in the necessary timeframe to complete the project.  

4. Who will approve the grant?  

The Chief Executive Officer of the HMRO, Department of Health will make the final decision 
to approve a grant. 

The Commonwealth’s decision is final in all matters, including: 

 the approval of the grant; 

 the grant amount to be awarded; and 

 the terms and conditions of the grant.  
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5. Notification of the grant 

We will advise you of the outcome in writing, following a decision by the Chief Executive 
Officer of the HMRO. We will advise of any specific conditions attached to the grant.  

5.1 The grant agreement/Payment of the grant 

You must enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the Commonwealth. We use the 
standard grant agreement. Each agreement has general terms and conditions that cannot be 
changed. We will use a schedule to outline the specific grant requirements. 

We must execute a grant agreement with you before we can make any payments. We are 
not responsible for any of your expenditure until a grant agreement is executed. If you 
choose to start your project before you have an executed grant agreement, you do so at your 
own risk.  You must not start your grant activity until a grant agreement is executed. 

Your grant agreement may have specific conditions determined by the assessment process 
or other considerations made by the relevant Delegate. We will identify these in the 
agreement.  

The Commonwealth may recover grant funds if there is a breach of the grant agreement. 

The grant agreement will state: 

 the maximum grant amount to be paid. 

5.2 Grant acquittal and reporting  

The grantee must submit reports in line with the timeframes in the grant agreement. Sample 
templates are provided for these reports in the grant agreement. 

Reports will include:  

 progress against agreed project milestones; 

 contributions of participants directly related to the grant activity; and 

 eligible expenditure of grant monies. 

The grantee will also be responsible for: 

 meeting the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and managing the grant 
activity efficiently and effectively; 

 complying with record keeping, reporting and acquittal requirements as set out in the 
grant agreement; and 

 participating in a grant program evaluation as specified in the grant agreement. 

6. Announcement of the grant 
Your grant will be listed on the GrantConnect website, 21 days after the date of effect as 
required by Section 5.3 of the CGRGs.  
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7. Grant evaluation  
The Department of Health will evaluate this grant to measure how well the outcomes and 
objectives have been achieved. 

Your grant agreement requires you to provide information to help with this evaluation. 


