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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What is the purpose of the Energy Innovation Fund (EIF)? 

The objectives of the EIF are to:  

• support the achievement of Victoria’s net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 target; 

• enable the State to support emerging technology developments that are transformational, high 

impact, and aligned to Victoria’s New Energy Technologies Sector Strategy;  

• facilitate the reduction of long-term consumer costs associated with achieving net-zero carbon 

emissions by 2050; and 

• promote diversity and resilience in Victoria’s energy sector. 

2. Who can apply for funding? 

In addition to meeting the Fund objectives, organisations must comply with the eligibility criteria set 

out in Section 3.1 of the Program Guidelines. Applicants should review these guidelines carefully to 

confirm their eligibility.  

3. How can applicants apply? 

Applications for Round 1 and pre-applications for Round 2 open on 29 January 2021. Once 

applications open, all applications must be made via the online grants management portal. The link 

to the online portal can be found at https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/grants/energy-innovation-fund 

Please refer to the Fund website for key submission and timing dates. 

4. When will the funding be available? 

Funding will be available to successful Applicants subject to the execution of a Funding Agreement 

with the Department, and the terms of the Funding Agreement. 

5. When will Applicants be notified of outcomes? 

Funding Agreements with successful applicants are expected to be executed in July 2021 for Round 

1, and June 2022 for Round 2. 

6. My Project does not produce electricity as an end-product. Will it be less favourably 

assessed? 

No, Projects that produce other forms of renewable energy (e.g. green hydrogen, green gas), will be 

assessed on an equal basis to electricity generating projects. 

7. Why is Round 1 focused on offshore wind only? 

As outlined in Section 1.2.1 of the Program Guidelines, Round 1 is focused on offshore wind to 

accelerate the development of the sector.  

8. Is carbon capture and storage going to be eligible for funding? 

No, carbon capture and storage is not within the scope of this program.  
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9. Will all hydrogen technologies such as brown hydrogen be eligible for funding under the 

EIF? 

No, in regard to hydrogen technologies only green hydrogen is eligible under the EIF. 

10. Will the EIF fund feasibility/pre-investment studies and capital construction works that 

have already been completed?  

No. The Fund aims to support new projects and technologies that are not commercially viable in 

Victoria and will not support work that has already been completed. 

11. Can projects invested in by foreign companies qualify for the Fund?  

Yes. Applications will need to disclose this information and address the Australian Government’s 

Foreign Investment Review Board approval where relevant. More information about eligible 

organisations is available in the Section 3.1.1 of the Program Guidelines.  

12. Can I submit multiple project applications, including into different rounds?  

Yes. Grants are awarded by Project rather than Applicant.  

13. Can I be awarded more than one grant?  

Yes, funding can be awarded to different Projects submitted by the same Applicant.  

14. Can I apply for funding for my project under both Round 1 and Round 2?  

The Department strongly encourages all potential offshore wind-based applications to participate in 

Round 1. At the Department’s sole discretion, a selection of Round 1 applicants may be asked to re-

submit in Round 2. 

15. Is there a minimum or maximum amount I can apply for?  

There is no minimum or maximum grant funding request amount. Indicative funding request 

amounts have been included in the Program Guidelines Section 6.3. However, the Department may 

choose to award a different amount to fulfil the Fund Objectives in the best way possible. 

16. My application will contain commercially sensitive information. Will this be kept 

confidential? 

The Program Guidelines contain information describing how the Department will treat commercial-

in-confidence information, and the circumstances in which it may be disclosed to third parties in 

Section 8.3. 

 

17. My application will include personal information. How does the Department manage this 

information? 

Any personal information will be managed in accordance with the published Privacy Policy, which 

can be found at https://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/privacy 

 

18. What is the minimum project capacity requirement of the Fund? 

There is no explicit minimum project capacity requirement under the Fund, however electricity 

generation/storage Projects must be registered, or intend to register with AEMO under the 

https://www.delwp.vic.gov.au/privacy
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scheduled/semi-scheduled category, which typically applies to generation facilities with a nameplate 

rating of 30 MW or above. 

 

19. Can demand response projects be eligible for funding under the Energy Innovation 

Fund? 

No, eligible Projects must produce renewable energy and/or provide storage capacity to the 

network.  

20. When would the government require projects to be operating? 

Applicants should be aware that the Department’s priority is to fund Projects with the private sector 

that are anticipated to play a critical role in supporting Victoria’s energy transition post-2025. 

21. Will upgrades to existing generation or storage projects be considered? 

Upgrades that materially increase the capacity (MW) of existing projects may be considered, at the 

Department’s discretion, provided they meet the Fund’s eligibility criteria. Projects that solely 

improve the efficiency or availability of existing projects will not be considered. 

22. Is it mandatory to enter the pre-application stage for round 2 applicants and will 

applications be accepted if they have not been through the pre-application stage? 

The pre-application stage for Round 2 of the program is not mandatory.  

23. My Project involves construction of a pilot to determine feasibility of the Project, is this a 

Pre-construction Study or Capital Works? 

Projects that include a construction component must apply as a Capital Works Project.  

24. My Project includes feasibility studies as well as the construction of an energy generation 

facility, how do I account for the pre-construction component? 

You should apply as a Capital Works Project. Pre-development activities that fall under Eligible 

Expenditure as per the Guidelines can be included in the Project budget. 

25. How should I quantify the economic impact of my Project? 

The Department is open to a number of methods for the quantification of economic benefit, to 

enable Applicants to leverage a much pre-existing work as possible. Please ensure a concise 

explanation of the method for calculation is included in your response. 


