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Message from the Minister

The Andrews Labor Government is committed to creating new pathways 
and opportunities for young people from multicultural communities. 
Supporting the health and wellbeing of young Victorians is a priority 
for our state and is vital to ensuring a successful recovery from the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

We know that the pandemic has created significant challenges  
for young people and it’s never been more important to work  
with communities to overcome social isolation and build  
community connections.

Informal and self-organised sport and recreation are becoming more 
and more popular, particularly in African and Pasifika communities,  
and they are a valuable and effective tool to engage young people,  
and to bring communities together.

That is why the Government has established a new African and Pasifika 
Youth Sports Program. Funding of $300,000 is available this year to 
directly support local communities.

Local governments and community organisations are encouraged to 
partner with African and Pasifika young people to apply for a grant. 
Funding will provide young people with the uniforms and equipment  
they need to participate in group sporting activities, including local 
sporting events and carnivals.

These grants are also designed to provide pathways into formal  
sporting organisations and provide mentoring, training and  
employment opportunities.

I look forward to seeing more African and Pasifika young people 
participating in the sports they love as a result of this exciting  
new opportunity.

The Hon. Ros Spence MP 

Minister for Youth
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Program overview
The African and Pasifika Youth Sports Program 

is a one-off funding opportunity for local 

government and community organisations to 

engage and partner with African and Pasifika 

young people aged 12 to 25 participating in 

informal sporting activities.

Informal sporting groups and activities form on 

a casual basis and often have a higher emphasis 

on social networks. These informal groups are 

particularly common among young people  

from CALD backgrounds, and in particular  

among young people from African and  

Pasifika backgrounds. 

Projects and activities funded through the  

African and Pasifika Youth Sports Program  

aim to:

	X strengthen health and wellbeing
	X increase community engagement
	X build social interactions
	X maintain the integrity of  

informal sporting organisations
	X provide pathways into  

formal sporting organisations
	X provide mentoring, training  

and employment opportunities.

Applicants will be required to work in partnership 

with African and Pasifika young people to design 

and deliver the proposed activities. Funded 

activities must be delivered between 1 July 2021 

and 31 December 2021.

Applications close on at 11.59pm on  
Wednesday 19 May 2021. This is a competitive 

grant round. Not all applicants will be successful, 

and successful applicants may not receive the  

full funding amount requested.

Funding categories
Category 1 – Uniforms and equipment 

Grants provide up to $2,000 for African and/or 

Pasifika teams to buy sporting uniforms and 

equipment for young people participating in 

informal sporting teams, games or events.

Category 2 – Informal sporting teams, 
games and events

Grants provide up to $30,000 to assist African 

and/or Pasifika sports teams to engage young 

people to participate in sporting games, 

competitions and events. 

These grants will also aim to provide pathways 

into formal sporting organisations, mentoring, 

training and employment opportunities.

Who can apply
Informal sporting teams can apply for a grant  

in categories 1 and 2. Informal sporting teams  

are not affiliated with a club or organisation.

Teams must have an auspice arrangement with  

a local government or community organisation. 

This arrangement must meet the criteria for 

a service agreement with the Department of 

Families Fairness and Housing (the department). 

The application form has more information  

about these criteria.

Local government and community organisations 

can apply on behalf of, or act as an auspice for, 

informal sporting teams in both categories 1 and  

2 if they meet the criteria to be funded through  

a service agreement with the department. 

Commercial organisations or bodies established 

for profit-making purposes are not eligible for  

the program. 

Overview 



Category 1 – Uniforms and equipment 
Eligibility 
	X Teams using/owning the uniforms and 

equipment must reside in Victoria.
	X Uniforms and equipment are for African and/or 

Pasifika young people (12 to 25 years of age). 

Ineligible applications include:

	X applications for individual young people.
	X primary or secondary school sport and 

recreation clubs. 
	X university or TAFE sport clubs that participate 

in inter-varsity competitions.
	X activities that require young people to register 

as a member to pay membership or other fees. 

Eligible expenditure 
	X Expenditure must be on equipment and/or 

uniforms used in informal sporting activities.  
	X Eligible items include:

• uniforms – jumpers, tracksuits, shoes, boots, 
sports bras, socks (examples only)

• equipment – bats, balls, racquets, nets, 
gloves, helmets, pads, first aid equipment 
(examples only).

Eligibility requirements
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Category 2 – Informal sporting teams, games and events
Eligibility 
	X Informal sporting teams must reside in Victoria.
	X Informal sporting teams and activities must 

have African and/or Pasifika young people  
(12 to 25 years of age) as participants.

	X Informal sporting teams must hold activities  
in a safe and inclusive environment.

Ineligible applications include:

	X primary or secondary school sport and 
recreation clubs

	X university or TAFE sport clubs that participate 
in inter-varsity competitions

	X activities requiring young people to register  
as a member to pay membership or other fees. 

Eligible expenditure 

Eligible expenditure includes the cost of 

managing informal sports teams, games  

and events. For example:

	X staffing costs – salary for  
program coordinator and event staff

	X operational costs – costs to hire venues  
and sporting grounds

	X training and capacity building costs 
– mentoring/coaching and leadership 
development for participants.

Activities that will not be funded 

The following will not be funded:

	X activities that are not youth-focused  
or youth-led 

	X activities that do not support African and/or 
Pasifika young people aged 12 to 25 years

	X purchase, maintenance or upgrading of 
facilities, or non-related equipment

	X building or building restoration work
	X interstate and international travel 
	X retrospective funding for projects or programs 

that have already started or are completed
	X activities taking place outside Victoria 
	X activities that are already funded under  

other government programs
	X activities occurring outside of the funding 

period 1 July 2021 to 31 December 2021
	X organisations that have failed to complete 

projects previously funded by the Victorian 
Government, without demonstrating  
sufficient cause.



	X The funded activity must commence by 1 July 
2021 and be completed by 31 December 2021.

	X Funds must be spent on the project as described 
in the application and the funding agreement.

	X Any unspent funds must be returned to the 
department.

	X Any variation to the approved project, program 
or use of funds must be approved by the 
department.

	X If an organisation in the grant application  
has been named or receives a Notice of  
Redress Liability, they must join or intend to 
join the National Redress Scheme. For more 
information please visit the NRS website 
<https://www.nationalredress.gov.au/about>.

Funding agreement 
The grant recipient or auspice for the grant 

recipient must enter into a funding agreement 

with the department. 

This agreement will set out the conditions, 

reporting requirements and contractual targets  

of the funding.

To sign a funding agreement under this program, 

the organisation must:

	X be registered, operating and located in Victoria
	X be a not-for-profit community organisation or 

local council and registered as an incorporated 
body at the time of application and for the 
agreement duration

	X possess an Australian Business Number (ABN) 
or provide a completed Australian Tax Office 
form (statement by a supplier) so that no 
withholding tax is required from the grant 
payment

	X be an incorporated separate legal entity that 
can be sued in child abuse proceedings and 
be appropriately insured against child abuse 
if the funding is for the delivery of services 
to children. Further information about this 
requirement can be found at the Department of 
Justice and Community Safety website <https://
www.justice.vic.gov.au/safer-communities/
protecting-children-and-families/organisations-
providing-services-to-children-new>.

COVID-safe compliance
All activities funded under the African and 

Pasifika Youth Sports Program grants must 

comply with the latest Victorian Government 

coronavirus (COVID-19) health advice and  

social distancing measures throughout the 

lifespan of the project. 

For more information on current health advice 

and translated resources please visit: 

	X Victoria’s restriction levels 
 <http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-
restriction-levels-covid-19>

	X Translated resources 
 <http://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/translated-
resources-coronavirus-disease-covid-19>

	X Social gatherings  
<https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-
restriction-levels-covid-19>.

Conditions of funding 
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No applications will be accepted after the closing date. 

How to apply

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Read these guidelines to find out if your organisation and 

project are eligible.

Consider how your project meets the assessment criteria.

Email Attention to Sally Moonie at <youth@dffh.vic.gov.au>  

or contact Mark Hobbs on 0400 536 628.

Complete and submit your application using the  

application form provided by 11.59pm on 19 May 2021  

to the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing.
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All applications will be assessed against the criteria in the guidelines and application form.

Eligible applications will be assessed by a panel. The panel will include young people from 
African and Pasifika backgrounds and Victorian Government representatives.

Additional considerations during assessment may include:

	X distribution of grant funds across inner metropolitan Melbourne, outer suburban 
Melbourne and regional/rural Victoria

	X participation by young African and Pasifika women.

After assessment, the department will recommend projects to the Minister for Youth  
for approval. 

The decision of the Minister for Youth is final.

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by email.  
We will give you feedback about your application if you ask for it.

Assessment
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Category 1 – Uniforms and equipment 
Assessment criteria
	X Applicants will be assessed on their ability to demonstrate that uniforms and equipment  

are for young people aged 12 to 25 years from African and/or Pasifika background who  
play team sports in informal settings.

	X There is no assessment weighting on criteria for this category.

Category 2 – Informal sporting teams, games and events 
Assessment criteria

Applications for category 2 will be assessed against the four criteria below. 

Each criterion is weighted.

Applicants must respond to each criterion. 

Your response should show how your project will meet the aims of the  

African and Pasifika Youth Sports Program. 

Project overview 
	X Provide an overview of the project.  

Include its objectives, the target group  
of young people, and what you will do. 

	X Describe the local needs for the project  
in the community. 

Project delivery
	X Describe how you will work with young  

people to plan and deliver the project. 
	X Provide a brief project plan,  

including key milestones.
	X Describe how the funding will be spent.
	X Describe how this activity will provide  

pathways into formal sporting activities.

Youth participation  
and development 
	X List the roles and activities that young  

people will undertake to deliver the project.
	X Describe how your project will help young  

people to participate in informal team  
sporting opportunities.

	X Describe how your project will mentor,  
coach and provide leadership development  
for young people. 

	X Describe how your project will provide  
pathways for young people to training  
and employment opportunities.

Project partners
	X List key partners who will support the 

implementation of this project. This could 
include schools, community organisations, 
councils and businesses. Describe the role  
that each partner will play.

	X Provide information and contact details  
of the person from the auspice organisation 
who will manage the grant funds.
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Further assistance
For more information, or help with your application email Sally Moonie  
<youth@dffh.vic.gov.au> or phone Mark Hobbs on  0400 536 628.

To receive this document in another format, phone 1300 366 356, using the  
National Relay Service 13 36 77 if required, or email the department’s youth area 
<youth@dffh.vic.gov.au>.

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government,  

1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.

© State of Victoria, Australia, Department of Families,  

Fairness and Housing, April 2021.

ISBN/ISSN 978-1-76096-208-1 (online/PDF/MS word) 

Available at Youth Central <https://www.youthcentral.vic.gov.au> 

(DFFH2104020)
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